INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED
SOLOMON 8:2 

“I would lead you and bring you 

Into the house of my mother,

She who used to instruct me.”
INTRODUCTION – This morning I have a question for you to consider. If I asked you the question where are the greatest teachers in the world to be found? You might say at the universities, military academies, in the field of technological or military training or you might say with NASA and its space program.  

It is my personal opinion that the greatest job of teaching is done in the homes by dedicated mothers who wish to raise their children by biblical principles and teach them to love the truth, to love Jesus and to love their fellow man.

Today is mother’s day and though we do not recognize it as a religious holiday or holy day we do recognize the importance of the role played by mothers in the home as given to them by God.

LESSONS LEARNED - THINGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME – 

I. DO YOUR BEST – Do everything you do to the best of your ability.
A. ECCL. 9:10 – My momma would leave notes with instructions and she would always end the note by saying do it really good. Always perform your task to the best of your ability.

B. 1 COR. 3:8 – We will be rewarded according to our labor. Are we doing our best for God?
C. HEB. 6:10 – Our labor for God is a labor of love. How are we doing our work for the Lord?
II. BE HONEST – Be a man of your word, never lie.
A. EPH. 4:15 – We must speak the truth….but do so in love.

B. EPH. 4:25 – Never lie always tell the truth. 
III. BE POLITE – Show respect for others especially your elders.
A. COL. 4:6 – Be respectful for the feelings of others. Be courteous. Please, thank-you, your welcome, yes maam, no maam, yes sir, no sir.
B. LEV. 19:32 – Respect for elders is required from God. Pet peeve – no respect shown for those who are older today by young people.
IV. BE A GIVER – Not a taker. Be willing to sacrifice for the benefit of others.
A. ACTS 10:34-35 – Learned the principle it is more blessed to give than to receive. I.E. Mawmaw Hinton would not let us leave her house without giving us something – canned goods, fresh vegetables etc. My momma is the same way today.

B. 1 TIM. 6:17-18 – Always possess the mindset of one who is willing to share.

V. EXTEND HOSPITALITY – Open your home to family and friends.
A. ROM. 12:13 – Family and friends. The thought is expressed by some that the moral decline in America is due to the fact that no one eats Sunday dinner together as a family any longer.
B. HEB. 13:2 – Be willing to display hospitality even to strangers.

VI. NEVER GIVE UP ON SOMEONE – Especially your family members God does not give up on you.
A. 2 PET. 3:9 – Learn to be patient and longsuffering with people because eGod is longsuffering with us.

B. ROM. 5:6-8 – Note the type of love shown by God for man. No matter what the scenario we must keep praying for them, keep loving them; keep encouraging them to be faithful. I.E. – Uncle

VII. LIVE BY YOUR CONVICTIONS – Maintain your values and principles in your life no matter what the circumstances.
A. HEB. 5:8-9 – It is my conviction that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. I realized that I needed the salvation Jesus supplied thru his grace because of my sin. I became convicted of my sin and that I needed to do just what Jesus said in order to be saved. 

B. LUKE 6:46 – How could I call Jesus my Lord if I was not willing to do what he said.

CONCLUSION – 

If your mother is a Christian then you honor her by being faithful to the Lord.
If you need to come back to the Lord do it today!

Maybe you need to decide to honor God with your life today. 

Do so by being obedient to his Son – Jesus?
