GOOD FATHERS MAKE GOOD DECISIONS
1 THESSALONIANS 5:21-22
INTRODUCTION – We who are fathers might ask ourselves the question from time to time are we being good fathers.  Our answer totally depends on our decision making process. Some fathers think a good decision is one that pleases them and makes them feel good or gives them self satisfaction. When in fact the bible teaches us we need to learn to discern between that which is good and evil so we can please God – READ TEXT – 1 THESS. 5:21-22.
The determination between what is right and wrong / good or evil is made from knowing the will of God which is revealed to us in his word – PSA. 119:105 – “your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” God’s word is the only practical guide provided to making the godly choices that will lead to true success in this life.

The purpose of this lesson is to provide a practical guide to making godly decisions.

A FATHER’S PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR GODLY DECISIONS - 
I. WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO ASK GOD TO BLESS IT?
A. PROV. 10:22 – Many fathers justify their choices by saying I am providing for my family. Will God bless us if we as fathers make the choice to sell illegal drugs, or be involved in crime and violence for financial gain?
B. DEUT. 7:11-13 – Why did God bless Israel? Because they obeyed his commands.

C. PSA. 5:12 – God blesses those who are righteous. Fathers are you living a life that can be described as righteous by God.

D. PSA. 115:12 – God blesses those who fear the Lord. Do your choices actually reflect that you fear the Lord? What type of example are you being to your children? They are watching and imitating you.

E. HEB. 12:1-3 – Are your decisions a weight or hindrance that drags you down?

II. WOULD IT PLEASE MAN OR GOD?
A. COL. 3:23 – Whatever we do we must do it to please the Lord. Our service in every aspect of life should be to the Lord which means we need his authority.

B. 1 COR. 10:31 – If we decide to do something that choice must bring glory to God.

C. GAL. 1:6-12 – To seek to please man by our decisions is to live life in vain. Whom do you hope to please by your decisions? Think about your decisions in regard to assembling, service, teaching your children.

D. MATT. 6:24 – We need to ask ourselves the question will our decision require me to submit to something or someone other than the Christ?

E. JAMES 4:7-8 – Will your decision or actions draw you nearer to God or pull you further away? Remember the words of Joshua – “as for me and my house we will serve the Lord”

III. WHAT WOULD THE CONSEQUENCES BE?
A. GAL. 6:7-8 – Our consequences depend upon our choices. What are you sowing?

B. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – Many fathers today are in love with the world – note the consequences.

C. 1 PET. 5:8-9 – How would the devil react to your decision? Would he treat it as victory or defeat?

D. REV. 2:10 – Does my decision help me to remain faithful to God so I can receive the crown of life?

E. 1 TIM. 6:12 - Does my decisions help me to continue to fight the good fight of faith? Or does it influence me to lay my armor down?

CONCLUSION – 

How is your decision making?

The wisest decision is to become a Christian.

The next wisest decision is to remain faithful to God.
Fathers – how are we doing?

