IS THERE A PATTERN?

2 TIMOTHY 1:13

INTRODUCTION – Times they are a changing and if you listen to what many are falsely teaching today they are now trying to convince brethren that there is no pattern in spiritual matters for us to follow. 

Here are some of the titles of articles about this subject:

A LIVING PRESENCE NOT A LEGAL PATTERN – Charles Prince

THE PLAGUE OF PATTERNISM – Edward Fudge

PATTERNISM IN CHURCHES OF CHIRST – A TEMPLATE OF SIN – Royce Ogle

PONDERING PATTERNISM – Al Maxey

BEWARE THE PATTERN – Jay Guin

What we need to remember is that the wisdom of men is not where we learn the truth about this subject we must go to God’s word and look at what he has revealed to us. The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand if there is a pattern according to the word of God that we should follow.

The word pattern is defined and translated as form or example – READ TEXT – 2 TIM. 1:13 – The expression pattern means the form of sound words contained in the scriptures that we must follow in order to have genuine faith. We know the bible teaches us this type of faith is important – HEB. 11:6 – We must have this type of faith in order toplease God!!!

IS THERE A PATTERN? If the answer is yes, then where is it contained and how is it revealed to us today.
I. EXPRESSIONS DESCRIBING THE PATTERN – NT
A. THE WORD – This expression appears over 50 times in NT

a. ACTS 8:4 –The word – Where did it come from?

b. ACTS 15:7 – The word of the gospel – “the good news”

c. ACTS 16:32 – The word of the Lord – This word had the authority of Christ behind it, it was no the words of men.

d. GAL. 2:14 – The truth of the gospel – their lives were not following the example or pattern given in the gospel so Paul condemns them.

B. THE GOSPEL – This expression appears over 75 times in NT

a. MARK 16:15-16 – What did Jesus commission his apostles to preach? The gospel

b. ROM. 1:16 – What did Paul preach? The gospel
c. 1 PET. 4:17 – Peter also speaks of the gospel of God. Is there a pattern in what is to be preached?  YES!!! The gospel

C. THE TRUTH – This expression is found more than 50 times in NT
a. 1 TIM. 2:4 – God desires for men to come to knowledge of what? The truth – why? – JN. 8:32, JN. 17:17
b. 1 PET. 1:22 – Our souls are purified when we obey the truth which is contained in the gospel.

c. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Paul instructs Timothy to be able to rightly divide the truth. Why would this be necessary if there is no pattern that we have to follow to please God?

d. ROM. 1:25 – If there is no pattern for worship in the NT then why would Paul be concerned that some had exchanged the way of truth for a lie.

D. THE DOCTRINE – This expression appears over 25 times in the NT
a. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Why take heed to doctrine, if doctrine does not matter and there is no pattern for us to follow? 

b. 2 JN. 9-11 – John here speaks of the doctrine of Christ. Why would he give this warning if there is no pattern for us to follow in regard to how man is to be saved, how we are to worship, how the work of the church is to be conducted how we are to live godly lives etc.
c. 1 TIM. 6:3 – Paul speaks of the doctrine that is according to godliness. Could Paul possibly be telling us there is a pattern as to how to live godly lives while we sojourn in this world?

d. TITUS 1:9 – Paul tells Titus there is doctrine which is sound which means wholesome, healthy but this statement also implies there is doctrine which can be false.

E. THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD – From God’s commandments we can see a pattern of obedience is expected
a. 1 COR. 14:37 – Paul wanted the Christians in Corinth to acknowledge the commandments of the Lord.

b. 1 COR. 7:19 – Paul lets the brethren know that the commandments of God do matter.

c. REV. 14:12 – Those are blessed who keep the commandments of God.

d. REV. 22:14 – Who has right to the tree of life? Those who do his commandments.

F. THE LAW OF CHRIST – 
a. GAL. 6:2 – The law of Christ reveals the pattern, the form, the example we are to follow.

b. JAMES 2:12 – Why would we be judged by the law of liberty if it did not contain a pattern for us to follow in our lives.

c. JAMES 1:25 – Why would be blessed by looking into the perfect law of liberty and doing it if we are not to use it as a pattern.

G. THE FAITH –  This expression appears 20 times NT
a. JUDE 3 – This scripture clearly indicates we are to contend for the faith – Why if there is no pattern or form of sound teaching contained in it. The faith refers to the system of faith – the gospel- the truth – found in the word of God.

b. ACTS 6:7 – Felix and Drusilla were interested in hearing about “the faith in Christ.”
H. OTHER WORDS

a. PHIL. 3:16 – “The same rule” – the same standard – the same pattern revealed in the gospel.

b. 2 THESS. 2:15 – Traditions or ordinances  which were inspired

c. ACTS 16:4 – Decrees were delivered to them that they were to keep. Why if there is no pattern?

d. 1 COR. 16:1 –Paul speaks of orders given – why if there is no pattern to follow for worship?

e. TITUS 1:5 – Why set things in order if there is no pattern?

f. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All scripture is profitable for what if there is no pattern for us to follow.

g. ACTS17:11 – Why would the Bereans do this if there is no pattern revealed in the scriptures?

II. SCRIPTURES INDICATING A PATTERN MUST BE FOLLOWED – 

A. 1 PET. 4:11 – If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God. Why, because there is a pattern to follow revealed in them.
B. 1 COR. 4:6 –They were instructed not to think beyond what is written. Why, because there is a pattern for us to follow.

C. 2 TIM. 2:15 – In order to be approved before God we must rightly divide the word which provides us with the pattern

D. 2 TIM. 1:13 – Why hold fast to the sound words because they contain the pattern by which we are to live by faith and please God.

CONCLUSION – 

Is there a pattern?

Yes, there is a divine pattern, law, rule and guide. 

We must follow that pattern in order to please God
