IS THERE A PATTERN?

2 TIMOTHY 1:13

INTRODUCTION – We began this series of lessons last Sunday and we are going to continue in the same line of study this evening. After asking the question is there a pattern last week we can certainly see if we are honest in our study of the scriptures that there is a pattern revealed to us and it is referred to by many different expressions – the word, the gospel, the truth, the commandments, the doctrine, the law of Christ and the faith. The purpose of our study today is to see our need for a pattern and how it can help us and to see if we can understand the pattern given to us by God.

IS THERE A PATTERN? 

I. CAN WE UNDERSTAND THE PATTERN?
A. NEH. 8:8 – We can understand what God expects from us.

B. PSA. 119:104 – From the pattern we gain the knowledge of what is right and wrong and how to discern good from evil.

C. EPH. 3:2-6 – Paul told the Christians in Ephesus that they could understand but it would involve reading. How can we ever understand the pattern if we do not read the manual?

D. EPH. 5:17 – Did Paul instruct the brethren at Ephesus to do something that was impossible?

E. 2 TIM. 2:7 – If we truly consider and meditate on god’s word he will give us understanding.

F. 2 PET. 3:16 – While we admit the scriptures say there are some things hard to understand it does not say they are impossible to understand.

II. DO WE REALLY NEED A PATTERN?
A. JER. 10:23 – Some say no, but we are not in a position of authority in the sight of God so that we can tell him what we need and what we do not need.

B. PROV. 14:12 – Man left to his wisdom inevitably makes the wrong choice.

C. ROM. 5:1, 10:8-17 – Since we must have faith and do God’s will in order to be saved from our sins so we can receive eternal life - then we must of necessity know what his will is.

D. HEB. 5:8-9 – Knowing his will we must also obey it!

E. MARK 16:15-16 – We must remember that God has revealed his will in the gospel.

F. MATT. 4:4 – Every word revealed in the pattern is important so how can man say yes to believing but no to baptism.

III. HOW DOES THE PATTERN HELP US?
A. To Learn the Truth – 

a. JN. 8:32 – You shall know the truth…

b. MATT. 22:29 – Problems arise if we do not know the truth

c. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – Truth and salvation are linked together

B. To Have Faith That Pleases God – 

a. ROM. 10:17 – Faith come by hearing the word of God have you ever wondered why? Because it contains the pattern we are to follow.

b. HEB. 11:6 – W/O faith we cannot possibly please God.

c. 1 THESS. 4:1 – When we walk by faith we please God.

C. To Know How to Live – 

a. ROM. 1:17 – The just shall live by faith.

b. TITUS 2:11-12 – The word teaches us how to live godly lives

c. HEB. 13:18 – We must desire to live honorably.

D. To Know How to Worship Acceptably – 

a. JN. 4:23-24 – Must worship him in spirit and truth.

b. PHIL. 3:3 – Worship in spirit – rejoice in Christ – be thankful.

c. MATT. 15:9 – Avoid the doctrines of men.

E. To Know What to do to be Saved from our Sins – 

a. ACTS 2:37-38 – These asked what shall we do – answer – follow the pattern given by Christ
b. ACTS 17:30 – In order to follow the pattern men must be willing to repent – turn.
c. ROM. 10:9-10 – We must also confess Christ and proclaim our loyalty and allegiance unto him.
d. GAL. 3:26-27 – We must exercise our faith and be baptized into Christ in order to become children of God. 
e. ROM. 6:17-18 – That is exactly what the brethren in Rome had done.
f. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – When we have completely followed the pattern then our souls are purified because we have obeyed the truth. We have followed the inspired pattern given to us by God.
F. To Know We Have Eternal Life – 

a. 1 JN. 5:3 – We can have assurance if we have followed the pattern.

b. 1 JN. 2:3-5 – We know that we know him if we keep his commandments (pattern).
c. REV. 22:14 – Those are blessed who have followed the pattern given to them by God thru out their life.

CONCLUSION – 

Is there a pattern? 

Yes, without a doubt!

Can we understand the pattern?
Are you willing to follow the pattern given to us by God?

