SINS THAT ARE CRIPPLING THE CHURCH TODAY

EPHESIANS 3:21
INTRODUCTION – That the church is struggling to grow in this day and age is an accepted fact. But do we ever stop and analyze this situation and ask why this is the case. 

The purpose of the church is to give glory to God and his son Jesus who purchased the church with his blood. – READ TEXT - EPH. 3:21
The purpose of this lesson is for us to come to an understanding of why the church is struggling – the easy answer is sin, but we want to note in our lesson some specific sins which are crippling the church. If we are guilty of these sins we need to repent and make things right with God so the glory that should be given to God and Jesus can be restored.

SINS THAT ARE CRIPPLING THE CHURCH – 

I. WORLDLINESS – The bible is full of warnings about worldliness but we do not heed the warnings.

A. 1 JN. 2:15 - Could John the apostle of love be any clearer? The sin of worldliness is very subtle it sucks us in a little at a time – I.E. – Person on a raft at the beach.
B. MARK 4:18-19 – Jesus warns us that worldliness will choke out the word in our lives and that is exactly what is happening or has happened to many brethren. It starts gradually our schedules begin to fill with activities of the world and soon they become so full that something has to give and 9-10 it is our commitment to the Lord.

C. MARK 8:36 – There is no more profound truth found in the word of God, but we sometimes have difficulty making the simple application of this truth in our lives.

D. JAMES 4:4 – Despite this warning the church is filled with Christians who are pursuing worldliness. When we become friends with the world then we begin to take on the standards of the world – homosexuality-adultery-immodesty-profanity-social drinking- recreational drug use. You might say that I am not involved in any of these activities so I obviously do not have a problem with worldliness.

E. HEB. 10:25 – Just as fever is a symptom of a bigger problem usually an infection, virus, bacteria etc. the same is true with absenteeism. How does worldliness manifest itself in Christians? One way that is crippling the growth of church today is through absenteeism. Absenteeism when I became a Christian in 1975 was not a problem in the church. Members understood their responsibility to the Lord and to their brethren. What has changed? The sin of worldliness has taken hold and so brethren do not consider the assembling of ourselves together and provoking one another unto love and good works as a priority. What if your attendance habits for assemblies were mirrored – Job – military – school would you be counted as faithful by those institutions? NO!!!!
II. SELFISHNESS – The reason we are influenced by worldliness is because we are sometimes very selfish.
A. 2 TIM. 3:1-2 – Lovers of self - Have we become the people Paul is writing to Timothy about?

B. PHIL. 2:3-5 –As Christians we learn to seek the welfare of others and put them first. We need to put the mind of Christ in us. 
C. LUKE 14:16-20 - Selfishness produces excuses (which is skin of a reason wrapped around a lie) We give excuses for things we do not want to do so we can do something else that will also take time, energy, and effort.

D. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – Selfishness fails to manifest the proper love for others. If we cannot manifest the proper love for one another then how could we ever manifest the proper love for God whom we have not seen?
E. LUKE 12:15-21 – Self reliance leads to the sin of selfishness if we are not careful. The rich man never even considered helping others or showing compassion toward them.
F. ACTS 9:36, 39 – Why is Dorcas mentioned in the Bible?  She was not selfish; she was willing to serve others, and she considered others. I.E. – Meal list – 5 out of 6 nights

III. NEGLECT – As worldliness begins to set in we begin to neglect things that really matter.
A. HEB. 2:3 – If you have a newborn baby – do you neglect it? NO!!! why because it is precious to you. Then why do we sometimes choose to neglect the most precious thing we have access to “salvation.”

B. REV. 3:15 – One of the most common ways we neglect our salvation is by becoming indifferent. Bible study does not matter, prayer does not matter, and attendance does not matter. Indifference is like a snow ball rolling down hill it grows bigger if it is not stopped.

C. PROV. 4:23 – That is why the wise man said to guard your heart with all diligence.

D. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Give diligence to present your self approved as a workman that does not need to be ashamed.

E. 2 PET. 1:10 – Give diligence to make your calling and election sure. 
F. REV. 2:4 – You cannot possibly leave your first love without becoming indifferent.

IV. IGNORANCE – If we suffer from the sins of worldliness, selfishness and neglect then we will also suffer from the sin of ignorance.
A. EPH. 5:17 – We should not be unwise but rather we should understand the will of the Lord. We do not have to be ignorant.

B. ROM. 10:1-3 – Not enough just to be zealous.

C. 2 COR. 6:14-17 – Ignorance is dangerous because it leads to compromise.

D. 1 COR. 1:10 – Compromise leads to contention – Began to follow men and problems arose.
CONCLUSION – 
Do you desire for the church to grow?
Then we must turn from sins that would cripple the Lord’s body.

Do not neglect the salvation that is made possible by the blood of Christ.
