DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – APATHY

1 PETER 5:8
INTRODUCTION – The Church thru out time has always faced dangers and in our series of studies we have already examined some of these dangers that are prevalent and being used by the devil to hurt us. Satan uses the pull of the world (materialism or worldliness) as well as the watering down of the gospel by changing its message – social gospel to harm us. Satan also craftily uses our lack of personal evangelism and knowledge to bring the work of the church to a screeching stop.

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine an enemy to the Lord’s church that often goes undetected and that is the danger of apathy.

What is apathy? How is it defined? Apathy is defines as a lack of interest, a listless condition, when indifference reigns in our lives.

DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US

I. WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF APATHY?
A. A lack of fear and respect – 

a. MATT. 10:28 – Do we fear God? Do we truly respect him and his Son? Do we display our respect by faithfully serving him and submitting to his will?

b. DEUT. 28:58 – If we do not fear and respect him there will be consequences – VS. 59-63
B. A lack of faith and trust – 

a. JUDE 5 – God will not overlook unbelief and three examples are given by Jude to confirm this to be true.

b. HEB. 3:16-4:2 – Here is one of the examples mentioned by Jude. 

C. A lack of love and concern – 

a. JER. 3:10 – Are we like Judah just pretending to love God?

b. JN. 14:21 – Do we keep all the commandments of God or do we pick and choose which ones are important to us?
D. A lack of security and hope – 

a. ACTS 7:39 – Where were their hearts?  So where was their hope? They did not think God could deliver them even though he had just done so.

b. EX. 14:11 – God had delivered them from Egypt, but when they saw the Egyptians marching they lost hope.

E. A lack of growth and success – 

a. EPH. 4:15-16 – The local church cannot grow if you are not growing. You must be willing to do your share!! 

II. WHAT ARE SOME SYMPTOMS OF APATHY?
A. HEB. 10:25 – Irregular, hit and miss attendance – worship, Bible studies, meetings, etc.

B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Lack of personal bible study – I.E. – Bereans -  ACTS 17:11 – Examined the scriptures

C. ROM. 1:16 – Lack of personal evangelism

D. EPH. 4:15-16 – Not doing your fair share of the work.

E. ROM. 12:10 – Lack of interaction with other Christians. When is the last time you invited other Christians into your home? 

F. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – We do not see the need for adding anything to our faith.

III. WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF APATHY?
A. 2 PET. 3:18 – Even though we are commanded by Peter to grow we will not grow if we are apathetic.

B. ACTS 9:31 – Was the local church in the first century in its early stages of development characterized as apathetic or indifferent?

C. 1 THESS. 1:7-10 –The church of the Lord in Thessalonica was not indifferent to those lost in sin. So as a result of their work the lost did not remain lost! If we neglect to spread the gospel then the lost will remain lost.

D. JUDE 3 – If apathy exists the truth will not be defended and error will not be exposed.

E. MATT. 6:33 – If we are indifferent then we will not seek first the kingdom of God.

F. REV. 3:15-16 – We will be lost!!!

IV. HOW DO WE CURE APATHY?
A. REV. 3:19-22 – By being zealous and repenting
B. ECCL. 12:13 - By developing the proper respect for God and his word. If we do these things we will develop genuine love and concern for serving God and others.

CONCLUSION – 

Where do you stand?

Are you apathetic and indifferent or zealous and working for the Lord’s cause?

You know where you are and so does the Lord! HEB. 4:13
If you need to repent then do it today!!!

If you are zealous then beware that you do not become weary in well doing.
