DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – DISCOURAGED BRETHREN
EZRA 4:4
INTRODUCTION – We have been examining various trends in the church in our recent studies. Another trend that is quite noticeable among our brethren and one that Satan uses to his advantage over us is discouragement.

Our generation is not the first to experience discouragement and certainly will not be the last – TEXT – EZRA 4:4 – The inhabitants of the land were trying to discourage Judah from rebuilding.

Let’s look at what the bible teaches that we need to consider about discouragement – 

PSA. 10:6 – Listen to the Psalmist state emphatically they shall not be moved. They would not allow adversity and discouragement to overcome them.

ECCL. 7:14 – None of us are immune from adversity or discouragement.

PSA. 119:28 – We must look to God for strength

PROV. 24:10 – Only those who are weak in faith will faint in the face of discouragement.

DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US

I. DISCOURAGED FROM SICKNESS/INFIRMITY – 

A. 3 JN. 1-2 – It is certainly proper to pray fro good health.

B. PHIL. 2:27 – The answer may be yes but

C. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – The answer may be no, but if it is and he does not grant our request he will be faithful to give us the strength to bear it.

D. PROV. 18:14 – It is up to us to maintain the proper attitude. Remember Paul’s thorn in the flesh helped him spiritually.

E. GAL. 4:13-14 – Paul even with this infirmity kept doing all he could for the Lord. We need to remember to be thankful that we are part of the family of God and have brethren who love us and pray for us.
F. REV. 21:4 – The day is coming when we will no longer deal with these problems of the flesh.
II. DISCOURAGED WITH UNFAITHFULNESS OF SOME BRETHREN –  
A. PSA. 119:136 – The psalmist shed tears over those who did not keep the law of God.

B. GAL. 6:1 – Maybe you have tried to encourage or restore an erring brother and have been unsuccessful

C. LUKE 8:11-15 – Despite our best efforts some will fall away.

D. 1 TIM. 1:18, 2 TIM. 4:10,14,16 – Paul wrote of those who were unfaithful.

E. 1 THESS. 3:6-7 – Paul also wrote of those who were faithful.

III. DISCOURAGED WITH OUR OWN SINS – 

A. PSA. 38:1-8 – It should discourage us at least in the beginning.

B. PSA. 32:1-5 – But we do not have to remain discouraged if we acknowledge our sins, repent of our sins and confess them to God asking for forgiveness of sins as a child of God.
C. PROV. 28:13 – The wise man instructs us how to deal with our sin.
D. 1 JN. 1:8-9 – The apostle of love, John, teaches us as a child of God how to obtain forgiveness.

IV. DISCOURAGED WITH THE LABOR & SACRIFICE INVOLVED IN BEING A CHRISTIAN – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:6 – The gains outweigh the losses.

B. REV. 2:3 – We must remember for whom we are laboring.

C. GAL. 6:9 – We must also be reminded to remember the goal for which we are laboring.

V. DISCOURAGED WITH FINANCIAL PROBLEMS – 

A. 2 THESS. 3:10-12 – We may have created our own financial problems by not working.

B. EPH. 6:5-8 – We may not be working the way we should. Proper preparation, proper attitude, proper effort.

C. PROV. 21:17 – We may be spending to much on nonessential items.

D. HYMN – COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS – We actually may not have the problems we think we have if we just took time to actually count our blessings.

E. LUKE 12:15 – Happiness does not depend on things.
F. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – We can avoid a lot of discouragement in life if we come to understand this truth – “we brought nothing into this world and we will carry nothing out.” We need to learn to be content.

VI. DISCOURAGED WITH THE DIFFICULTIES OF RAISING CHILDREN – 

A. 3 JN 4 – Is raising children easy? Certainly not and the sheer amount of time-energy-work can be discouraging.

B. EPH. 6:1-3 – It is certainly discouraging when they do not behave as they should. They do not give parents the honor they are due.

C. HEB. 12:11 – The instruction, the correction, the discipline are not easy but there is profit after time has passed.

D. 2 TIM. 1:5, 3:14-15 – We ask how can we raise children in these difficult times. Look at examples like Timothy’s mother. It seems she did an outstanding job.

VII. DISCOURAGED WITH THE LACK OF FAMILY SUPPORT – 

A. GEN. 37:3-5 – Take heart from the example of Joseph 

B. PSA. 27:10 – The psalmist recognized that even if our family forsakes us the Lord never will.

C. 2 TIM. 4:16-17 – Paul understood this principle also.

D. MARK 10:29-30 – We will always have the support of faithful brethren.

CONCLUSION – Is discouragement overcoming you or you overcoming discouragement?
