DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – HYPOCRISY
LUKE 13:10-17

INTRODUCTION – Hypocrisy is a prevalent issue in religion today. It is sad to say but it is also a problem that faces many members of the Lord’s church today. Everyone has to personally deal with this problem in their own lives. Jesus spoke often on this subject and was never afraid to openly criticize or condemn hypocrisy. 
How would you define hypocrisy? The proper definition of how this word is used in the Bible is given by vine’s as denoting one who is a stage actor, one who wore a mask pretending to be some one else. A dissembler in religion, one who pretends to be right with God when they are not. A common and simple definition of a hypocrite is one who is not himself on Sunday. Webster defines the word - to fain, to fake or pretend to believe, to be what one is not. It applies to pretentious virtue in religion; Idea of promoting something that I am not. I.E. – Computer whiz
So the purpose of this lesson is to see how the devil hurts us when we fall prey to hypocrisy.

DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US – 

I. JESUS IDENTIFIED HYPOCRISY – 

A. DOING RELIGIOUS DEEDS TO BE SEEN OF MEN – 

a. MATT. 6:2-6, 16 – So must every kind deed we do be done in secret? No, We can do a kind deed and it may be seen by others and yet not be a hypocrite.

b. MATT. 5:13-16 – Does Jesus contradict himself in his own teaching from the Sermon on the Mount. No, every good deed will not be in secret and does not need to be, but when we do goods openly just to receive the praise and glory of men then we are playing the role of the hypocrite.

c. MATT. 23:5-7 – Jesus condemned those who were doing this for impression sake. What they were doing was not even wrong in and of itself but when they did it just to be seen of men then what they were doing was empty and vain.
B. APPLYING GOD’S LAWS TO OTHERS BUT NOT TO OUR SELF –

a. MATT. 7:1-5 – If we are to judge we must use righteous judgment and that is what Jesus taught - JN. 7:24 – “Do not judge according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment” If we have big problems in our life that we have not corrected then why should we point out small problems in the lives of others.
b. MATT. 23:1-3 – Note why Jesus says addresses the scribes and Pharisees and later calls them hypocrites – “for they say and do not”
c. ROMANS 2:21-24 – Is it easy for you to instruct others but difficult to apply the truth to your life.

C. ELEVATING YOUR OWN RULES ABOVE GOD’S LAWS – 
a. MATT. 15:4-9 – By their tradition they determined it was ok to neglect the care of their parents and the honor due to them if they said, “corban” it is devoted to God, a gift devoted to God. So they laid aside the law which stated they were to honor their father and mother – EX. 20:12
b. MATT. 7:21 – Jesus said many would choose their way instead of God’s way – notice vs. 13-14 
c. MATT. 15:20 – They were very careful to observe their traditions and wash their hands but they left their hearts in an unclean state before God.

D. SAY ONE THING BUT MEAN SOMETHING ELSE – 
a. MATT. 22:15-18 – They flattered Jesus falsely. They really did not mean what they said. Are we guilty of this also? Do we sing “O How I Love Jesus? But to make to Sunday bight service or Wednesday is difficult for me to do. Do we say Jesus has first place in our life, but show by our choices that is far from the truth. As Christians we should be honest not deceitful.

E. FAILING TO ALLOW YOUR RELIGION TO EFFECT YOUR DAILY LIFE 
a. MATT. 23:14 – Do we make long prayers pretending to care about others – I.E. – Then turn around and take advantage of widows. 
b. 2 TIM. 3:5 – Paul warned Timothy that there would be some brethren who would have a form of godliness.
c. JAMES 2:17 – Do we say we have faith? What do we truly deliver? Faith w/o works is dead.

F. TO SELECTIVITY OBEY GOD’S LAWS – 

A. MATT. 23:23 – We want a cafeteria style religion so we can just pick and choose what we want or as Burger King used to say – have it your way – just like you want it. Notice they were careful to tithe even the smallest of herbs yet they neglected the basic principles of the Law – justice, mercy, and faith. Are we like that? Do we feel as long as we partake of the Lord’s Supper we are ok?

B. JAMES 2:8-11 – We would affirm that murder is a terrible thing but we do not think twice about becoming angry with someone and using profane words.

G. BEING CAREFUL ABOUT OUR OUTWARD PRESENTATION BUT ROTTEN WITHIN – 
a. MATT. 23:25-28 – The hypocrite is only concerned with their outward appearance.

H. CRITICIZING OTHERS FOR DOING THE SAME THINGS YOU ARE DOING – 

a. MATT. 23:29-31 – They said they would not have partaken in the deeds of their fathers but they are in the very process of plotting to put Christ to death.

b. ROM. 2:1-3 – The sin of hypocrisy is not escapable. God will practice righteous judgment.

II. THINGS THAT ARE NOT HYPOCRITICAL – 

A. IS IT HYPOCRISY IF A CHRISTIAN SINS?

a. 1 JN. 1:8-10 – No, it is only hypocrisy if we claim to have no sin!
B. IS IT HYPOCRISY IF YOU CHANGE YOUR VIEW ON SOMETHING?

a. 2 PET. 3:18 – No, that would eliminate spiritual growth or changing from wrong t right in the bible is defined as repentance – to turn  from what is wrong to following what is right. To fail to do what you know is the right thing to do is hypocrisy!!!

III. HOW DO YOU PREVENT HYPOCRISY?
A. WHAT CAN WE DO TO GUARD AGAINST HYPOCRISY?

a. 2 COR. 13:5 – We must examine ourselves constantly and when we find sin we must repent!

b. PSA. 19:12 – Pray to God often asking him to help us identify and overcome sin.
CONCLUSION – 
Hypocrisy is dangerous and we need to guard against it. 

Is hypocrisy a problem in your life?

We need to realize that Satan uses hypocrisy to hurt the church.

Are you living a life of faithful service to the Lord?

If not then make the necessary changes in your life today!!!
2 COR. 6:2 - For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
