DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – LACK OF KNOWLEDGE

Philippians 1:1-11
INTRODUCTION – 

People who are members of the body of Christ used to be known as people of the book. They knew their Bible and could readily answer questions posed from those outside the church. That is not the case as often today. 
Our shortage of personal Bible study is another means by which the devil is trying to hinder the work of the Lord – 1 PET. 5:8. 
Why is this presenting such a problem for the Lord’s people today? It is obviously not the fact that we feel the word of God is insufficient because we would all probably agree it is inspired.  If we are honest our lack of knowledge is due to the fact that we are not very motivated to study.  Hopefully this lesson will serve the purpose to motivate the student in all of us.  If we are to become truly motivated then we must understand the value of knowledge and the dangers of ignorance.
Notice Paul’s epistle is addressed to all – no one is left out -  PHIL. 1:1-11 - Paul is exhorting the brethren at Philippi to put Jesus first and then he instructs how to do this note Vs. 9 – If our love for God is to abound our knowledge must abound – real knowledge is the #1 tool for us as God’s people we must realize that the bible is God talking to us.  Vs. 10 -  We are instructing to approve things that are excellent.  How can we do this without a real knowledge of God’s word?  1 THESS. 5:21 - Test all things; hold fast what is good. Vs. 11 – How can we be filled with the fruits of righteousness if we do not have the knowledge of what God would have us to do?

Should we be willing and stand ready to learn today?  Let us look at the 1st century Christians for our answer – ACTS 2:41-42 - Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. - 3000 responded and they were willing to learn as they continually devoted themselves to learning.  Have you ever wondered why they did not simply go back to their homes, jobs, friends and family members they had left behind?  3 reasons - They had found the Christ – the messiah, they saw the results of ignorance, and they were determined to get it right so as a result they snatched up every opportunity to learn more about Jesus.  They were determined to put Jesus first in their lives.

In our study today we want to identify the danger of ignorance to the Lord’s church today
DANGEROUS TRENDS – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US – 
I. IGNORANCE IS DANGEROUS – We must be willing to learn because ignorance is dangerous.

A. HOSEA 4:6 – God thru the prophet says his people were destroyed as a direct result of a lack of knowledge.  They rejected knowledge.  Unless you can claim to know it all (and none of us can) is not that the very thing we do when we forsake the assemblies

B. JN. 12:35 – A disciple is a learner a follower of Jesus.  Ignorance is walking in darkness.  Have you ever walked in a dark room? If you have you do not know where you are going you are groping in darkness to find your way.

C. ACTS 3:17 – It was an act of ignorance that killed Jesus.

D. ACTS 13:26-27 – As a result of their ignorance the Jews did not recognize Jesus and by condemning him they condemned themselves.

E. EPH. 4:17-18 – The Gentiles were also excluded from the life of God because of their ignorance.

F. HEB. 5:12-14 – Where are we in regard to our learning and knowledge?  Are we ignorant?

G. HEB. 6:11-12 – Maybe we are not ignorant but are we sluggish? Slow to learn when we could learn much quicker if we possessed the right attitude.  Do you want to avoid the problems that arise as a result of ignorance then increase your knowledge? 

II. KNOWLEDGE IS VALUABLE – If we are to become a motivated student of God’s word then we must come to the realization that knowledge is valuable.

A. JN. 8:31-32 – If you abide in my word then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.  I.E. – Remember there is always a sacrifice connected with freedom.

B. JN. 14:7 – Those Jews in the 1st century who truly knew God recognized and knew Jesus as the Son of God but Jesus told the others if you had known me – Do we know Jesus?  Do we really know Jesus?

C. JN. 17:3 – Why should we know Jesus?  Because eternal life hangs in the balance.

D. 2 PET. 1:3-4 – God gives us the full package when it comes to knowledge.

a. Everything necessary is in the book

b. Precious promises are in the book.

c. You can become a partaker of the divine nature.

d. Escape corruption – the influence of the world – I.E. – boat paint prevents corruption and provides protection for the hull of the boat.

E. Nothing in the world compares to the knowledge of God.  It is all we truly need in this life.

III. BIBLE STUDY IS SERIOUS – Do you want to enjoy God’s precious gift to us of all things that pertain to life and godliness then we must treat bible study as golden and make it our top priority.

A. PHIL. 3:7-11 – What are we willing to trade in our lives?  

a.  Paul counted all things as loss for Christ. Why?  For the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.

b. It was a trade off Paul was willing to make so he could gain Christ – What are we willing to trade? TV – Sleep – news – book

c. His motivation was that he wanted to know him – the power of his resurrection, the power of his suffering and to be conformed to his death

B. 2 TIM. 2:15 - Are you treating bible study seriously?

a. Do you pre read the material and have your lesson prepared?

b. Do you follow along in class is your bible open?

c. Do you take notes from class or lesson?

d. Do you research at home?  Dictionary – concordance

e. If you have children do you help them with their lesson or check to make sure that it is done?

f. Do you let other things push bible study aside and rush to complete your lesson on the way to the building or when you come in?

g. Paul thought it was important – what about you?  Do you want to know Jesus? 

h. If we want to know Jesus then we must learn more about him thru serious bible study

C. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – An example of 1st century Christians who put Jesus first.

a. Gave themselves first

b. Serving God

c. Serving others

d. Serving with humility

e. Serving financially

f. Serving by doing the work of the church

g.  Do you think they studied? What about your service is it lacking?  Usually our service is a direct reflection of our willingness to study and learn the word of God?
CONCLUSION – 

Remember three things from this lesson:

1. Ignorance killed Jesus

2. Ever learning and coming to a fuller knowledge of Jesus is our number one priority in life.

3. Bible study is serious – it is a matter of life and death!!!

Are you willing to learn?  MATT. 11:28-30 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
