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INTRODUCTION – If we are honest both as individuals and congregations we would have to readily admit that we are deficient (lacking) in the area of personal evangelism. In some congregations this shortage is threatening the very existence of the local church. In some place congregations of the Lord’s church are literally dying out.

We also are aware that there are a number of congregations who have a handful of members who are genuinely motivated and are quite active in trying to reach the lost. This is good as far as it goes, but it usually tends to make us feel like we are doing better as a congregation than we really are. It gives us a type of false sense of security about our collective shortcomings.

Our shortage of personal evangelism is another means by which the devil is trying to hinder the work of the Lord – 1 PET. 5:8. Negligence in teaching the lost is one of the primary ways the devil is hurting the church today. When is the last time you made the effort to sow the seed of the kingdom?
DANGEROUS TRENDS – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US – 

I. THE NEED FOR EVANGELISM IS GREAT – Without Christ the world is lost

A. ISA. 59:1-2 – Sin separates us from God.

B. EPH. 2:12 – Without God we have no hope.

C. ROM. 6:23 – We are sinners but the gospel gives us the hope of eternal life.

D. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – God will take vengeance on those who do not know him and on those who do not obey the gospel.

E. ROM. 10:14-17 – The gospel message cannot save if it is not taught.

F. MARK 16:15-16 – This is precisely why Jesus commanded his disciples to teach others. 

G. 2 COR. 5:10-11 – Do we place the proper value on souls? We can see that Paul did.

H. ACTS 17:16-17 – When Paul saw the city of Athens and those lost in sin, how did it affect him? How does it affect you? We sing songs like: “Into Our Hands the Gospel is Given”; “Rescue the Perishing”; You Never Mentioned Him to Me”; “Will You Not Tell it Today” just to name a few
I. MATT. 9:37-38 – The need is great and your response is urgent.

J. 2 TIM.2:2 - The gospel of Christ is spread as it is taught from person to person. Remember someone taught you.

K. 2 COR. 9:6 – Principles that applies to giving also applies to teaching the gospel to others.  The seed needs to be sown – how are we doing?

II. GETTING READY TO GROW – 

A. REV. 3:15-19 – Some fundamental issues have to be addressed before lasting growth can be a real possibility for a congregation. Sometimes the way we think and act make it difficult to interest unbelievers and more importantly to hold those who do obey the gospel long enough for them to be stabilized in regard to their faith.
B. JN. 12:20-21 – People need to be able to make the same kind of request to us like the Greeks made of Philip. 

C. JN. 13:34-35 – We must be involved in one another’s lives. We must portray the church as a loving family.

D. ACTS 2:46-47 – Examples displayed by Christians as the church is first established.

E. ROM. 12:15 – We must be able to share joy or sorrow. Too often what is happening in our physical families is happening in our spiritual one also.  We are merely living with our physical family sometimes under the same roof without sharing of life together, and so we are sometimes worshipping under the same roof but we do not really share our lives together. To truly restore N.T. we must do more than just see one another at the church building.
F. 1 COR. 14:26, 40 – All assembling together should be edifying and a display of our genuine interest in spiritual things. In order to display a true love for God we must also do things decently and in order.

G. 1 THESS. 2:7-8 – We must also be prepared to nurture babes in Christ.

III. SOWING THE SEED – How much seed will you sow this year?
A. 2 TIM. 2:21 – Before we actually become involved in reaching the lost we must cleanse ourselves of things that hinder us.

B. 1 TIM. 4:15-16 – Before doing the work of evangelism we must set our house in order.

C. 1 COR. 3:6-7 – We must remain focused on what the work we need to do actually is. We are attempting to present the gospel to as many people as possible. God asks us to plant and water everything else is the Lord’s work and we know he will faithfully do his job. 
D. EZEK. 33:1-9 – Our work is similar to that of the watchmen. Our responsibility is to sound out the warning.
E. ACTS 4:18-20 – We need to have the burning desire to tell others about Christ Our work is to present the gospel to as many people as possible and to remember that our effectiveness is not measured by how many people respond, but by the amount of seed we have sown. Are you sowing the seed of the kingdom brother?

F. 1 COR. 15:58 – We are participating in the Lord’s work. The question is, “are we abounding in it or just trying to scrimp by with as little as we can do?

G. COL. 4:2-4 – We need to pray that God will open doors of opportunity for us and that we will have the courage to walk thru them.

CONCLUSION – 

The need for evangelism is very great!
Are we ready to grow?

Let’s get started by sowing the seed.

We must do the work the Lord has given to us!
