DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – SOCIAL GOSPEL

ROMANS 1:16

INTRODUCTION – We want to continue our series of lessons and examine some things the devil uses to hurt us – 1 PET. 5:8 – To look at the various weapons the devil has available to use against us. One of the weapons he uses is the proclamation of the social gospel.

You might ask, exactly what is the social gospel? It is a concept that emphasizes the “whole man” and caters to his social needs. It focuses on the whole group or society and not on the individual. It seeks to make life better for people now instead of getting people ready for life after death. 

It is a message that does not deal with sin; it does not introduce Christ as prophet, priest or king. It does not call on people to obey God in all things, and does not prepare people for death, judgment, and eternity. 
Those who advocate the social gospel view the legitimate role of religion as social and so they view the work of the church as social and recreational. As a result they sponsor AA programs, blood drives, become polling places for people to cast their votes during elections. They build gymnasiums (Family Life Centers), they organize ball clubs to prevent juvenile delinquency, and they build extravagant kitchens and dining halls to enlist the secular minded people who otherwise would not be attracted by spirituality. They use forms of entertainment and recreation to draw numbers especially among the youth.

THINGS THE DEVIL USES TO HURT US – SOCIAL GOSPEL

I. THE INADEQUACY OF THE SOCIAL GOSPEL – 

A. JN. 6:45-53 – After feeding the 5000 Jesus taught the people gathered there about the true bread of life. Many people after witnessing the miracle of Jesus determined he was exactly the kind of king they needed since he could feed them by his mere words. The people flocked to Jesus, but why? They came for the loaves and fishes, but they did not become part of his flock. They were following him for the physical reasons not spiritual ones. They did not recognize the true purpose for Jesus was not to provide them with physical bread but to make available to them the true bread of life which they rejected.
B. ACTS 4:12 – What man needs is the salvation offered and found only in Christ. 

C. JN. 6:67-68 – Jesus fed the 5000 and they left him so he asked his disciples if they would go away also, and Peter answered and said, “to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. In this instant Peter understood what they truly needed and what it was only Jesus could provide.

D. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth. It is not the work of the church to house the homeless, feed the hungry, and educate the illiterate of the world even though we do have an obligation to help those who are needy saints. This however does not relief us of our individual responsibility to do so.
E. EPH. 3:10 – The church is to make known the manifold wisdom of God. The social gospel would strive to improve man’s environment, but the gospel of Christ will improve man’s eternal destination.

II. OUR FASCINATION WITH FUN – ENTERTAINMENT, RECREATION AND SPORTS – These things in and of themselves are not wrong but when we become fascinated with them it is wrong.
A. LUKE 19:10 – Jesus did not come to entertain, but to seek and save the lost.

B. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel is not God’s power to entertain, but it is “the power of God unto salvation.”

C. MARK 16:15 – Jesus sent out his apostles and gave then the mission of preaching the gospel to the lost not entertaining them.

D. 2 TIM. 3:4 – If we are not very careful we too can easily become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.

E. 1 TIM. 4:8 – There is obviously some value in bodily exercise, but it pales in comparison to the profit of godliness.

F. COL. 3:1-2 – We must be careful so we do not allow these things to become an obsession.

G. TITUS 3:3 – We can let these things gain too much power on us and we will begin to serve it rather than it serving us.

III. CONSEQUENCES – Social gospel leads us away from the Lord not close to him.
A. PHIL. 3:19-20 – When we begin to substitute food for the stomach for food for the soul we are drifting.

B. ROM. 14:17 – When we socialize the gospel we miss the true benefits of God’s kingdom which are righteousness, peace, and joy; not fun, food and frolic.

C. JN. 18:36 – The Jews missed the point of the Messiah. They were looking for a physical king and kingdom with all of its earthly benefits. Let’s not make the same mistake today!

D. PROV. 21:17 – This unrestrained pursuit of pleasure in sports, recreation, and entertainment often times result in financial difficulties facing many families today. In our quest for pleasure we are driving ourselves further from God by trying to have it all (materialism) and do it all (over commitment). 

E. 1 COR. 10:7 – Are we like Israel? Are we simply more interested in fun than we are in doing the work of the Lord

CONCLUSION – 

Those who practice the social gospel are in the majority.

Those who follow the gospel of Christ are in the minority.

Which gospel are you following? 

MATT. 7:13-14 - "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
