DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH - WORLDLINESS
HEBREWS 12:1-2
INTRODUCTION – We have been studying a series of lesson about different ways the devil is hurting the church today. The devil wants to put obstacles in our path that would discourage us from continuing to be a participant in this race. The final danger we want to consider today in our lesson is probably one that is most prevalent among us - the desire to be like the world. As people of God we need to understand that we live in the world but we are not to be of the world.

As a Christian have you ever encountered difficulty in running the race set before us?   Sometimes we think just because we are Christians every thing will be smooth sailing (no more problems), but that is just not the case.   The truth is that the devil steps up his game in regard to trying to discourage us to participate in this race.  It is his desire for us to become weary, discouraged and to eventually fall away from our service to God.  

HEB. 12:1-2 - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

The purpose of this lesson is to search out the truth and examine some things that indeed do hinder us and often ensnare us in the tangled web of sin.  So let’s open our bibles and look at some things that Satan uses to hinder us and that we need to lay aside.

DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US – WORLDLINESS

I. PRIDE – POWER – As Christians something that is hurting us is our pride which is manifested by our arrogance, self reliance, and desire to be a self made man. These are the ideas of the world. They do not come from God!!!
A. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – John warns us to “Do not love the world”  part of that which we love that is in the world is the pride of life.   How does pride present a problem for us?   Nothing new under the sun look at some examples.

B. DAN. 4:28-37 – What lesson is God trying to teach Nebuchadnezzar. That God is the one who is actually in control. God is the one with all power! Nebuchadnezzar’s pride would not allow him to acknowledge this truth until God taught him a lesson.

C. DAN. 5:17-23 – King Belshazzar did not humble himself before God even though he knew all this.

D. PSA. 10:4 – What is the end result when we allow the lure of pride and power to overwhelm us? “The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God, God is in none of his thoughts.”   When pride and power ensnare us we no longer have time for God. I.E. – Just look at our politicians today!!! The more pride, power, and arrogance the less of God is seen in our lives.
E. PSA. 138:6 – How does God feel toward one who is full of pride?  He knows them from afar, why?  They just give token service and time to God, not true sacrifice. They do not seek to draw near to God because he is in none of their thoughts
F. 1 TIM. 6:3-6 – The one who is full of pride refuses to consent to wholesome words, sound doctrine, and becomes destitute of the truth.

G. JAMES 4:6-10 – God resist the proud and gives grace to the humble.  When we are full of pride we lose access to the grace of God.   We cannot afford to be without the favor of God. Our society is full of people who are so proud and arrogant that they refuse to listen to people who have a different viewpoint. The same is true of us if we refuse to listen to Jesus – “Hear ye him” – MATT. 17:5
II. DESIRE FOR WORLDLY SUCCESS – Many people today become totally obsessed with the desire for worldly success so much so that all their focus and energy is channeled to obtain worldly success. There is no sense of balance in their life. It is good to do your best and use your talent and ability to be productive – ECCL. 9:10 - but even in this we must remember that we are doing it unto the Lord – COL. 3:23. If all our focus is on the temporal then we begin to obtain a worldly viewpoint of success not God’s view.  It is our choice whether we want to be great in God’s eyes or man’s.

A. MARK 10:42-45 – If we desire true greatness in the eyes of God we must be a servant not a master. Some Christians have such a huge ego that it becomes a stumbling block.  Do not make the mistake of channeling all your energy into worldly success. We need to remember the importance of service
B. JN. 5:44 – Whose honor do we really seek in this life? It is your choice – God or man.
C. JN. 12:42-43 – There were some in the days of Christ that would not give up their worldly status for service to Christ. They did not want to be socially unaccepted.
D. JN. 13:12-17 – What example did Jesus portray for us – he washed his disciple’s feet. Jesus portrayed an example of humility for them because they were arguing over who would be the greatest in the kingdom
E. PSA. 1:1-3 – The man who is willing to put God first in his life is truly blessed and will be recognized by God as great. Note s. 4-6 – the ungodly are not so which indicates that we have a choice in this matter
III. WORLDLY STANDARDS – We must be careful to not fall into the trap of thinking about success according to the standards of the world.  How successful was Jesus in the temporal realm?

A. JN. 1:11-12 – Did Jesus own a home? No, he had no place to lay his head. Did Jesus own a business? Was Jesus accepted by his peers? “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:” Jesus was rejected by his own countrymen, but he came to do the will of God. How would you describe your life? Is it all about doing the will of God?
B. PHIL. 3:5-11 – Paul had it all according to the standards of the world – 1 COR. 4:11-13, 16 – But he gave up everything that the world valued to follow Christ and he tells us to imitate him.  There is a great danger in the intoxicating standards of worldly success.  It always leaves you hungry for more. The more you obtain the more you desire to have.  Just a little bit more and you never reach a stage of contentment.

C. DAN. 6:1-5 – Daniel was willing to give up worldly success. He did not get caught up in his temporal accomplishments and place them above his service to God. Vs. 10 – Even after getting Darius to sign the decree Daniel did not conform to the standard of the world.
D. HEB. 11:24-25 – What choice did Moses make when it came to serving Pharaoh or God? - By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, So what do we choose? Hopefully we choose to serve God!!
CONCLUSION – 

How are we running the race?

Are we being hindered by pride, worldly success and standards?

We need to lay aside the weights and sin that hinder us!!!

