PROBLEMS WE FACE – 2

Matthew 7:13-14

INTRODUCTIONS – Many believe that when you become Christians you will no longer be faced with any problems in this life.  Is this type of thinking true?  Absolutely not if we think this way we are setting ourselves up for failure.  There will always be obstacles in the road that can cause us to stumble as Christians. The purpose of this lesson is to discuss some of the problems we will face as Christians.  If we know the type of problems we face then hopefully we can be prepared to overcome them instead of the problems overcoming us.

PROBLEMS WE FACE AS CHRISTIANS:

I. COURAGE – Have you ever displayed a lack of courage as a Christian?

A. JUDE 3 – We are sometimes lacking with the courage needed to contend for the faith.  We do not need to let the world intimidate us.  We need to stand for the truth.

B. 1 SAM. 15:13-15, 20-23 – Saul was king and yet he did not have the courage to stand up to the people and declare the will of God concerning the Amalekites.

C. JOSHUA 24:15 – We must have enough courage to take a stand.

D. HEB. 12:28 – Do we serve God acceptably?  Then we must display courage!!!

II. PATIENCE – Have you ever lost your patience?

A. 2 PET. 1:6 – Patience is something we must add to our faith.  It is not always easy but it is always needed.

B. ROM. 15:4-5 – Why do I need patience?  Because we serve a patient God.

C. HEB. 12:1-2 – Our life as a Christian is described as a race and it takes patience to run this race.

D. HEB. 10:36 – Do you want to receive the reward?  You cannot accomplish this without patience.

E. JAMES 5:10-11 – When we think we cannot endure think of those who endured before us.

III. MONEY – Christians are often faced with problems in regard to their handling of money. We need to be on guard about falling in love with money.

A. 1 TIM. 6:10 – Love of money is prompted by greed and can lead us into all types of evil.

B. MATT. 28:11-15 – Money can be used in evil ways - bribe.

C. 1 COR. 9:14 – Money can be used in evil ways but it can also be used in positive ways.

a. PHIL 4:15-16 – The apostle Paul was supported to preach the gospel by the church in Philippi

b. 1 TIM. 5:8 – We can and should provide for our own household.  Think of all the money that is squandered by people who spend their money on items such as cigarettes, beer, lottery tickets etc and by so doing place their family in the position of doing without.

IV. SELFISHNESS – Probably all of us who are Christians at one time or another have engaged in the struggle of choosing to put God first or our own desires.

A. 2 TIM. 3:2 – Paul warned Timothy that men would become lovers of self.

B. 2 PET. 2:10 – Peter describes these people as self willed – They want their own way and are determined to have it.  As a result they do not seek the way of God.

C. LUKE 9:23 – Jesus warned us in order to follow him we must deny self.

D. MATT. 6:33 – Jesus instructs us to put his reign and rule as King first in our lives.

E. JN. 12:48 – If we reject the will of God in our lives because of selfishness we will not be judged by our standards but by the word of Christ.

V. FORGIVENESS – As a Christian do we extend forgiveness?  Do we have someone to whom we have not extended forgiveness?

A. MATT. 6:14-15 – We must forgive to be forgiven.

B. MATT. 18:21-22 – There is no limit set by God on the number of times we are to forgive others.

C. 1 JN. 1:9 – As Christians we must confess our sins in order to be forgiven, but it is always available as long as we are willing to repent.

CONCLUSION – 

Have these obstacles in the road given you problems as Christians?

Have they caused you to stumble?

Look to Christ to solve the problems you face!!!

