PROPHECIES – THE CHARACTER OF JESUS  
JOHN 5:39
INTRODUCTION – Today we are going to begin a series of lesson on prophecies contained in the bible that affirm Jesus Christ is the son of God. What does it mean to prophesy? Prophet – defined as one who speaks forth, a proclaimer of a divine message, he is the one who speaks from inspiration.
How do we determine who a true prophet is today since some still claim to speak for God? DEUT. 18:21-22 – I.E. – Harold Camping – False prophet – false teacher who said the world end in 1994 and Christ would return on May 21st 2011 and later revised his prediction to the fall of that same year.

TEXT – JN. 5:39

The purpose of our lesson today is to look to the scriptures and notice the prophecy and its fulfillment in regard to the character of Jesus.

The fulfillment of prophecy makes it clear to us that God has given us evidence of the truthfulness of his promises. 

Let’s look at some in our study today!
THE CHARACTER OF JESUS – What does the Bible teach us?

I. HOLY  - RIGHTEOUS
A. LUKE 1:35 – As a member of the godhead Jesus brought with him the attribute of holiness. The angel describes to Mary the nature of the child she was to bear – “that Holy one- the Son of God” Holy – he was sanctified and set apart to a certain work given for him to accomplish by God.
B. JN. 8:46 – Jesus asks the Jews a question. “Which of you convicts me of sin?”  No one could because he was innocent, he was holy, he was blameless.

C. REV. 3:7 – Jesus in speaking to the 7 churches of Asia says to the church at Philadelphia that he is speaking as the one who is holy, as the one who is true. So they would be convinced that he truly knew their works.

D. ISA. 53:11 – It is prophesied by Isaiah that as a result of the righteousness (being right or just in all things) of Jesus many would be justified.
E. ROM. 3:25-26 – Paul says Jesus is now serving in the capacity of one who has demonstrated his righteousness and is able to justify those who have faith in him.

F. 1 JN. 3:7 – John plainly declares that Jesus is righteous and he can make us righteous also.

G. 2 COR. 5:21 – Paul instructs the brethren at Corinth that Christ who knew no sin because he was holy and righteous became sin for us. He was sacrificed so we could obtain the forgiveness of our sins.

II. FAITHFUL – TRUE – God always keeps his promises.
A. ISA. 11:1-2, 5 – The belt of his waste is faithfulness – the prophet Jeremiah said, “Great is thy faithfulness.” Are these prophecies true?

B. 1 THESS. 5:24 – Paul instructs the brethren at Thessalonica that Jesus who called them by the gospel is faithful.

C. 2 TIM. 2:13 – Paul instructs Timothy that even when we are without faith or weak in faith he remains faithful to us.

D. REV. 1:5 – The apostle John emphatically declares that Jesus Christ is the faithful witness.
E. JER. 10:10 – The prophets also speak of the Lord as the true God.

F. JN. 7:18 – Jesus is true there is no unrighteousness in him.

G. 1 JN. 5:20 – We can know the one who is true and be in the one who is true.

H. REV. 19:11 – Jesus is called the faithful and true.

III. JUSTICE – Denoting or recognizing what is right. Justice is sometimes elusive in our society.
A. ISA. 9:6-7 – The kingdom of Christ is to be established on the principle of justice

B. ACTS 3:12-15 – Peter declares to the Jews that they had crucified the holy one and the just.

C. ACTS 7:51-52 – Stephen at his defense declares this same truth and it cost him his life.

D. ACTS 22:12-14 – Saul heard and saw the just one Jesus on the road to Damascus.

E. 1 PET. 3:18 - Jesus suffered for our sins the just for the unjust!

CONCLUSION – 

What do the prophecies say about the character of Jesus?

Jesus is holy and righteous!

Jesus is faithful and true!

Jesus is just as he deals with us and our problem with sin.

Do we possess the character of Jesus in our lives as we follow his example?

