WHAT IS YOUR MINDSET?

ROMANS 8:5-6
INTRODUCTION - 
I think we would all agree about the importance of our mindset. We understand the consequences of a positive or negative mindset. Famous quote by Henry Ford, “Whether you think you can, or think you can’t - you are right.” 

As children of God we need to develop and maintain the proper mindset so we can make the choices in our lives that will please God. The purpose of this lesson is for us to examine some things that should characterize the mind of a Christian and cause us to reflect on our own mindset. We will be using the book of Philippians in our study today as the backdrop for the type of mindset Paul thought was important for those Christians in the first century.
THE MIND OF A CHRISTIAN – 

I. A MIND THAT WILL NOT ACCEPT ERROR – 

A. PHIL. 1:27 – Paul exhorts the brethren at Philippi to conduct themselves with the type of mindset that is worthy of the gospel. One that would stand fast for the faith of the gospel. Was it easy for these brethren to do this?
B. PHIL. 1:28-30 – No, it would not be easy because of the persecution they were facing. What is your mindset toward temptations, trials, and persecutions. 
C. PHIL. 3:1-3 – No, because of the threat of false teaching. So you can see why they were going to need to strive, to make an effort for the faith of the gospel. What is involved in striving for the faith of the gospel?

D. JUDE 3 – To earnestly contend for the faith we must learn the truth, hold fast to the truth and defend the truth. 

E. 1 COR. 15:1-2 – We must speak out against error and try to correct those who are in opposition to the truth. Do we have the mindset that Paul is trying to instill in these brethren? To stand and hold fast to the gospel
F. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – Not only must we reject error but we must take the truth and try to correct those in error. 

II. A MIND THAT WILL NOT REST ON PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS – But will keep pressing, keeps reaching, right to the very end.

A. PHIL. 3:12-14 – This is the mindset displayed by Paul is that he was constantly trying to reach forward.

B. PHIL. 3:15a – This is the type of mindset Paul expected the brethren at Philippi to have.

C. PHIL. 1:3-11 – These brethren were doing well but they could still do better. 

D. EPH. 4:13-16 - What is the message for us? Do your share! Never stop studying, never stop working for the Lord, keep reaching, keep growing and striving to reach all the goals God has in mind for us. The ones who grow are the ones who have a mind to grow. I.E. Big problem in the Lord’s church are those who have the most knowledge and experience in the gospel take the attitude they have done their work it is over and time to turn it over to those who are younger.

III. A MIND THAT IS HUMBLE AND LOWLY – 

A. PHIL. 2:3 – Note in the context Paul is pointing out the contrast between lowliness of mind and selfish ambition and conceit. Selfish ambition should never be the motive for anything we do.
B. PHIL. 1:21 – Paul was not trying to promote Paul but to promote Christ. People with humble minds do not do good works to impress men. They do good works because they want to please God and return the love Christ has shown to them.

C. PHIL. 2:21-22 – Paul uses Timothy as an example one who did not seek his own but the things of Christ. People who have a problem with ambition and conceit cause a lot of problems in a local church because they insist on having things their way.

D. ROM. 12:16 – We need to have the ability to properly evaluate our status.
IV. A MIND THAT SINCERELY CARES FOR OTHERS – 

A. PHIL. 2:3-4 – A mindset that allows us to put the needs of others first.

B. PHIL. 2:19-20 – Paul uses Timothy as an example of one who would care for others.

C. PHIL. 2:5-11 – The best example of humility that sincerely cares for others is Christ. This is the type of mindset that God will exalt!!!

V. A MIND THAT IS AT PEACE – Not filled with anxiety and worries of this world. We can have this type of mindset but there are some things we must do!
A. PHIL. 4:6-7 – Pray
B. PHIL. 4:8 – Meditate

C. PHIL. 4:9 – Do what is right!

CONCLUSION – 

Jesus is able to search our minds and hearts!

REV. 2:23 – “…I am he who searches the minds and hearts, and I will give to each one of you according to your works.”

What will he find in your mind?

Do you have the proper mindset? 

ROM. 12:2 – “And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”
If not then change it today!!!
