WHY BELIEVE IN JESUS?

JOHN 6:38
INTRODUCTION – Do you believe in Jesus? No do you really believe in Jesus or is he to you some mythical or historical character that you give acknowledgement to in your life. If we believe in Jesus then we must be willing to obey him – HEB. 5:9 and submit to his authority in all things – COL. 3:17.

Jesus claimed to be the son of God but how do we know his claims are true? In order to believe these claims they must be verified by evidence that would substantiate them. The purpose of this lesson is to look at the evidence that backs up these claims and then to see if it will prompt us to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God – the promised messiah.

READ - JN. 3:16-18 – As John declares by inspiration of the Holy Spirit there is no middle ground either we believe and eternal life is possible or we reject the evidence and there is condemnation. Either Jesus is who he claimed to be or he is a fake, a fraud, a deceiver there is no middle ground!
WHY BELIEVE IN JESUS?

I. PROPHECY AND HIS LIFE – Let’s. look at some examples of messianic prophecy

A. ISA. 7:14 – The prophet said he would be born of a virgin

B. MATT. 1:18-25 – In the gospel of Matthew we see this prophecy fulfilled 700 years later.

C. MICAH 5:2 – The prophet said he would be born in Bethlehem.

D. LUKE 2:1-12 – Luke confirms the birth of Jesus is indeed in Bethlehem.

E. ISA. 53:3-6 – The prophet foretold of the suffering Jesus would go thru on our behalf.

F. JN. 19:1-8 – The gospel of John relates some of the suffering Jesus went thru on our behalf.

II. MIRACLES – Works of supernatural origin and character such as could not be produced by natural means.

A. MATT. 4:23-25 – Great multitudes not only verified that Christ lived but also saw the miracles he performed while here on earth.
B. LUKE 8:22-25 – Jesus calms the storm and his disciples ask the question who can this be? Who is this one who can even exercise control over nature? Good question.

C. JN. 3:1-2 – Notice the conclusion of Nicodemus.

D. JN. 20:30-31 – What was the purpose of all the miracles performed by Jesus? To cause people just like you and me to believe!!! Look at all the evidence

1. Jesus feeds the 5000 – 5 loaves and 2 fishes

2. Jesus walks on water

3. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

4. Jesus heals the blind – cast out demons – cures leprosy

III. RESURRECTION – 

A. Can we be sure Jesus died?

1. MATT. 27:26 – Jesus was delivered to be crucified and no one ever survived this death sentence.

2. JN. 19:31-35 – The legs of Jesus were not broken – why?

3. MARK 15:42-45 – Joseph asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.

B. Can we be sure he was buried?
1. MATT. 27:57-66 – Joseph took the body and laid it in a new tomb? Why is this significant?

2. JN. 19:38-42 – Joseph would not have spent the money to purchase the myrrh, aloes, and spices if he was not going to use it in the preparation of the body of Jesus for burial.

C. Can we be sure he rose form the dead?

1. JN. 20:19-20 – Jesus came and appeared to his disciples and stood on there midst.

2. 1 COR. 15:1-8 – Paul says there were more than 500 witnesses to the fact that Jesus rose form the dead.

IV. WITNESSES – The value of the testimony of those who were the contemporaries of Jesus.
A. JN. 1:29-37 – John the Baptist – What is his conclusion?

B. JN. 1:40-42 – Andrew – What is his conclusion?

C. MATT. 14:26-33 – Disciples – What is their conclusion?

D. MATT. 16:13-17 – Peter – What is his conclusion?

E. ACTS 2:22-24, 32 – The apostles what is their conclusion?

CONCLUSION – 

How about you?

What conclusion have you reached about Jesus?

Who do you believe he is?

Carefully consider the evidence!!!
