WHY BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION?

1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19

INTRODUCTION – Today many people will lay claim to the fact that they believe in the resurrection and will express their belief by coming to services on what the world recognizes as “Easter Sunday” but each first day of the week is important and God desires for us to think about his D/B/R each first day of the week as we gather around the Lord’s table and partake of the Lord’s Supper to remind us of the his body and blood which were offered on our behalf.

An essential element of the faith of any Christian is to believe in the resurrection. That Jesus actually died was buried then arose three days later.

Some might ask if they can believe in Christ and yet not be fully convinced about his resurrection. The answer is emphatically, NO!  
The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand why faith in Jesus’ resurrection is essential. Why should I believe in the resurrection? 

READ – TEXT – 1 COR. 15:12-19 – If Jesus did not rise from the dead then Paul instructs the brethren at Corinth that there are some severe consequences – vs. 14, 17 – Our faith is empty, our faith is futile and we are still in our sins; vs. 18 – Those who have died in Christ have perished; vs. 19 – We are of all men the most pitiable.

In our lesson today we are going to examine some reasons why we should believe in the resurrection.

WHY BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION?

I. THE NUMBER OF WITNESSES – 

A. DEUT. 17:6 – When it comes to witnesses do the numbers really matter? Listen to the Law of Moses. It required at least two or three witnesses to exercise justice. Even to this day the number of witnesses plays a significant role in our justice system.  The more witnesses you have the stronger your evidence in pleading your case!
B. 1 COR. 15:3-8 – Paul lists many of the witnesses
a. LUKE 24:34 – Jesus was seen by Cephas (Simon Peter)
b. ACTS 1:2-3 – Jesus was seen by the 12 (apostles).
c. MATT. 28:10 – This could be the reference to Jesus being seen by 500 people at one time probably in Galilee.
d. Jesus was seen by James the Lord’s brother

e. ACTS 22:6-10 – Jesus was seen by Saul on the road to Damascus
f. MARK 16:9 – His appearance in the presence of others is also recorded for us in the scriptures. Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene
g. MATT. 28:5-9 – Women returning from the tomb
h. LUKE 24:13-16 – Two disciples on the road to Emmaus.
i. JOHN 20:19-29 – Appearance to apostles with Thomas absent and then later with him present.
j. JOHN 21:1-7 – Jesus appeared to the 7 disciples at the Sea of Tiberias
k. ACTS 1:9-11 – Jesus was seen again by the apostles at his ascension, so over a period of 40 days Jesus was seen by over 500 people after his death. What if you were on a jury and over 500 witnesses testified to seeing a specified person commit a murder? What would you believe?  The evidence!!!

II. THE RELIABILITY OF THE WITNESSES – Some might say you should question the character of these followers of Jesus and that they were just gullible and believing what they wanted to believe. How do we know we can accept the testimony of these witnesses? Are they reliable?
A. JOHN 7:3-5 – Some had not believed in Jesus prior to his resurrection and his own brothers were in this group.

B. ACTS 1:14 - But notice after seeing him after his resurrection they became disciples also. They were convinced!
C. JOHN 20:24-28 – Some were skeptical after his death as Thomas would not accept the words of others. He had to be fully convinced himself! This clearly demonstrates that these witnesses were not gullible or easily deceived.
D. ACTS 9:1-6 – Saul was a former enemy of the Way. He believed it was the right thing to do to oppose Jesus and his followers until his conversion. The conversion of Saul is powerful evidence of the resurrection.
E. ACTS 22:10, 16 – This overwhelming evidence convinced Saul that Jesus was truly raised from the dead.

III. THE STRENGTH OF THEIR TESTIMONY –

A. ACTS 1:3 – These proofs – the evidence - was infallible – undeniable evidence that they had experienced and observed.

B. ACTS 10:38-43 – Peter declares they were reliable witnesses and there testimony is true because they actually ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

C. 1 JN. 1:1-2 – These witnesses such as John and Thomas actually saw, heard and touched him. So they could not be deceived or deluded and Jesus did not just appear to individuals but he also appeared to groups of people as well.
D. MATT. 26:56 – The strength of their testimony can also be demonstrated by the transformation that took place in their lives. After his death but before his resurrection they were afraid, they acted cowardly, they denied him.

E. LUKE 24:52-53 – But after the resurrection they fearlessly praised God and worshipped Jesus.

F. ACTS 5:28-32 – They boldly and openly proclaimed Christ despite the fact they knew persecution awaited them. This remarkable transformation certainly strengthens their witness.

G. 1 THESS. 4:1-7 – The strength of their testimony is reflected in the type of godly life they lived and instructed others to follow.

H. 1 COR. 4:9-13 – Who in their right mind would be willing to endure such suffering if they were just propagating a lie about the resurrection. There was no motive for them to persistently lie about the resurrection of Jesus. It is said that all the apostles died a martyr’s death except John. 

CONCLUSION – 

Are there enough witnesses to the resurrection for us to believe?

Are these witnesses reliable in regard to their character?

Is their testimony strong?

What is your conclusion?

Either Jesus is raised from the dead or it is all a big lie which do you believe?

