WHY BELIEVE THE GOSPEL?

PHIL. 1:27HH
INTRODUCTION – Today many people will lay claim to the fact that they believe in  God and his Son – Jesus, but they do not really believe the bible is the inspired. How can they affirm there belief in Christ and yet deny the gospel (the word of God – truth) which reveals the good news of his purpose and mission while here on earth.

Some might ask if they can believe in Christ and yet not be fully convinced about the truth revealed to us in the gospel.  The answer is emphatically, NO!  

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the importance of the gospel. What the good news of the gospel includes and should we believe it or not? Why should I believe in the gospel? 

READ – TEXT – PHIL. 1:27 – The gospel is important because our very conduct needs to be guided by the gospel.
In our lesson today we are going to examine some reasons why we should believe in the gospel.

WHY BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL?
I. IT IS IMPORTANT – How do we know the importance of the gospel message?

A. MARK 16:15 – The gospel was obviously important to Jesus and he wanted everyone to hear it. If it is important to Jesus then it should be important to those who proclaim to believe in Jesus.

B. ROM. 1:15-17 – What was Paul ready to preach? Paul describes the gospel as important because it has the power of God to save. It is also in the gospel that the righteousness of God is revealed.

C. 1 COR. 15:1-2 – It is the gospel that Paul preached and encouraged brethren to hold fast.
D. GAL. 1:11-12 – This gospel Paul preached was important because it did not come from man instead it came from God.

E. 1 PET. 4:17 – Peter raises the question – what about those who do not obey the gospel.

F. 2 THESS. 1:7-10 – Paul gives the answer to Peter’s question – it is eternal destruction.

G. ROM. 2:16 – The gospel is also important because by it God will judge the secrets of man.

II. WHAT EXACTLY IS THE GOSPEL? It is the good news

A. ISA. 53:4-6 – Details the sacrifice of the Messiah. All things spoken by the prophet Isaiah are revealed to be true in the gospel.

B. LUKE 2:10-11 – The good news includes the birth of Christ. The savior is born!

C. 1 COR. 15:1-4 – Christ was crucified for our sins – he was buried – and then raised form the dead.
D. ACTS 2:32-36 – Christ was exalted as Lord and Savior according to Peter.

E. ACTS 17:30-31 – The gospel proclaims that Jesus is coming again to judge the world.

F. 2 TIM. 1:10 – Life and light and immortality are brought to light in the gospel.

III. REACTIONS TO THE GOSPEL – Some have believed it and as a result obeyed it and some have rejected it.
A. ACTS 13:46 – The Jews rejected the preaching of the gospel by the apostle Paul and so he turned to the Gentiles.

B. GAL. 1:6-7 – Those Jews who rejected the gospel also perverted or twisted its message.

C. 1 COR. 9:13 – Have you ever thought about your life actually hindering the gospel?

D. GAL. 2:14 – The example of Peter in a negative sense.
E. PHIL. 4:3 – Some labor in the gospel as Paul did.

F. COL. 1:23 – Do not be moved away from the hope of the gospel.

G. 1 COR. 9:26 – Some react so strongly to the message of the gospel that they feel the urgency of teaching others.

H. HEB. 5:9 - Some say there are too many commands to obey – B-R-C-B-F – Do you want Jesus to be the author of your salvation?

I. EPH. 1:13 – The gospel of your salvation – do you want the salvation offered by the gospel then believe it and obey it.

J. ROM. 6:23 – The gospel also reveals promises. You do have a choice. You can choose the wages of sin or the gift of God!

CONCLUSION – 

The gospel is the good news.

The good news is that it has the power to save.

The gospel contains facts, commands, and promises.
Do you believe in the gospel?
Have you claimed it promises by obeying it?
