2010 – SUCCESS OR FAILURE
ECCLESIASTES 1:12-18
INTRODUCTION – If you posed a question to the general public and as ked if 2010 was a successful year for them many would give answers such as – well my 401k started off the year very low since the market was at about 9400 but it closed strong around 11500 so yes this was a successful year.   Those involved in manufacturing would regard it as successful if their production increased.   Those in retail sales would regard it as successful if holiday spending is up. Real estate agents look to an increase in housing market as to whether it is successful or not.

How do we determine if this year is a success or failure?   Is it only by standards used by the world?  How do I personally view success?   Even more important is the question, “How does God view success”?

As the people of God we need to exercise caution and not fall into the trap of thinking and reasoning as the world does when it comes to success.  I.E. – We often view the church as not being successful if we are not growing numerically or I some way expanding or renovating our facilities.

Do we want to be successful?   YES, but our desire should be to be viewed by God as pleasing to him because we strive to follow the pattern revealed for us in his word.

At this point in time we can now look back at 2010 and forward to 2011.  Was I successful (individually as a Christian) in 2010?   Can I be successful in this upcoming year?

KEYS TO SUCCESS – 
I. SEEK GOD FIRST – This is a mental process and choice.

A. DEUT. 4:29 – How do you determine what is important in a persons life?   Where does my time and effort go?  What do I seek?  Look at the instructions of God to the children of Israel.   Do you think that God still desires for us today to seek him with all our heart? What type of effort did you give for God in 2010?  Half-hearted or whole hearted?  If we did not seek God with our whole heart no matter what else we accomplished our year was not successful?   What about next year?

B. 1 CHRON. 16:8-11 – If we seek the Lord our heart will rejoice.  It will help us maintain a positive attitude.

C. 1 CHRON. 28:8-9 – We cannot possibly be seeking God if we do not obey his commandments.  I.E. – One may be viewed by the world as a successful businessman but if he does not exercise honesty, integrity, and fairness he cannot possibly be pleasing to God even though he may claim to seek God in his life.
D. EZRA 7:10 – Example of Ezra who prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord.  This shows we cannot separate seeking God from seeking his law. What did you seek in 2010? What will you seek in 2011?

E. ISA. 55:6 – You had the opportunity to seek the Lord in 2010, but did you take advantage of that opportunity?  We must take advantage of seeking the Lord while he may be found.  What does this mean?  Take advantage of today.  Today is the day of salvation? 2 COR. 6:2
F. MATT. 6:31-33 – Do you seek the reign and rule of Christ in your life? We do not need to be like the Gentiles and just seek the physical things of this life.

II. OBEY GOD – ALLOW YOUR FAITH TO GROW – This is the result of our actions and choices.

A. DEUT. 9:23 – Were we obedient or rebellious in 2010?  No matter what else we accomplished in this last year it was not successful if we did not obey God and by so doing give our faith an opportunity to grow.

B. GEN. 6:22 – Was Noah obedient or rebellious.   Verse 8 says Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  Why did he find this favor of God?    

C. HEB. 11:7 – As a result of his faith.  Noah did not follow the standards of the world but was viewed as successful by God because of his faith.
D. GEN. 22:15-18 – Was Abraham viewed as successful by God?  YES, Why?

E. HEB. 11:8 – The faith of Abraham prompted him to obey.

F. DAN. 6:3-4 – How was Daniel viewed even by his enemies?  As a man of faith.  Are we faithful?  Did our faith grow in 2010?   Will our fiath grow in 2011?  It is your choice to seek the Lord, it your choice to know the Lord, and it is your choice to know his will.

III. HUMILITY IN SERVICE – We cannot seek God and our faith will not grow if without humility.
A. PROV. 15:33 – Do you desire to one day be honored by God and receive a crown of life?  If your answer is yes then we must display humility in our actions – Do the right thing with the right attitude!!!
B. PROV. 22:4 – True riches and true honor will only be granted to those who fear (respect) the Lord and obey his word submitting to his will with all humility.

C. COL. 3:12 – Why is humility a key to success? Because the lack of humility causes many problems in the Lord’s church.  How?   If humility is lacking then we do not tend to be longsuffering and bear with one another.

D. 1 PET. 5:6 – Did you humble yourself under God n 2010?  Will you do so in 2011?

E. ISA. 57:15 – The prophet reveals the only one who can dwell with God is the one who chooses to humbly serve him.

F. MATT. 21:28-31 – Which son are we like?   Did we say we would go in 2010 but did not? Will we humble ourselves and go work in the vineyard of the Lord this year?

CONCLUSION – 

Are you successful?

Not in the eyes of men, but in the eyes of almighty God.

What will we seek first in 2011?

Will our faith and obedience grow in 2011? 

Will we serve God with humility in 2011?

True success in the eyes of God is attainable in 2011 – the choice is yours.
