A GOOD MAN’S FALL AND RETURN

LUKE 22:31-34, 54-62 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Peter is a person who is of great interest to us in the New Testament probably because we are like him in so many ways.  In our lesson today we want to look at Peter’s fall and return, his ups and downs, because this serves as a practical lesson to every child of God.  Do not become defensive and say I am nothing like Peter until we take a sober look at his life.  Peter was hasty in speech or quick to answer – sometimes right but sometimes wrong – MATT. 16:13-16, 21-23.  

He was also impulsive or hasty in action doing things on the spur of the moment – MATT. 14:26-31 – As a result of these characteristics in a moment of passion, excitement, and fear he committed a deed he regretted a lifetime.

We might well ask the question what was Peter’s spiritual condition before his betrayal of Jesus?  Peter was called to discipleship by Jesus – MATT. 4:18-20.  Peter was also called to apostleship by Christ – LUKE 6:12-16; JN. 17:12 – Viewed as a saved individual by Jesus.  He had faith as the text indicates in verse 32.

So now let us begin to notice the steps of his fall and return – his down and his up.

PETER’S FALL – HIS DOWN:

1. HE BOASTED – 

a. MATT. 26:31-35 – Peter spoke up and began to boast of what he would  do and not do.  Boasted he would be loyal and willing to die for the Lord.  I.E. – Old saying do not let your alligator mouth overload you’re your Killdeer legs.  Have we ever bragged about how we could handle a situation?  I.E. – Party – Drinking, dancing, or sexual immorality.

b. MATT. 26:69-75 – His loyalty was short lived.  It did not last long because he underestimated his opponent.  The devil never sleeps on the job, never takes a vacation, never misses an opportunity, never so far away we can become complacent.

c. JOSH. 7:2-5, 8:3-8 – Overconfidence in self has been the downfall of many – I.E. – 91 State championship game.

2. HE SLEPT – 

a. MATT. 26:36-45 – The Lord told Peter to watch and pray in Gethsemane yet he fell asleep just after his great boasting – vs. 33-35.

b. EPH. 5:14-17 – Today many are spiritually asleep and God calls for us to awake.  We need to be spiritually awakened so we can walk as wise, redeem the time, and understand what the will of the Lord is.  Are you asleep spiritually?  If so you cannot help the Lord when he needs you.

3. HE DREW HIS SWORD – Committed an act of rashness.

a. JN. 18:3-11 – An act of rashness unworthy of a disciple of the Prince of Peace.  

b. MATT. 26:47 – Futile to fight.

c. MATT. 26:53 – Repulsive to the Lord – It is important to notice that Peter had the physical courage to fight but not the moral courage.  When he was tempted he was unable to wield his spiritual sword of the spirit. – EPH. 6:17 
4. HE FOLLOWED AFAR OFF – 

a. MATT. 26:58 – After Jesus was arrested Peter followed afar off.   WHY?  He was both curious – wanted to see what happened and cautious – wanted to stay far enough away to not get involved. I.E. – Automobile accident – many will rush up to the scene to see the victims but when officer arrives and witnesses are needed they begin moving back and do not want to get involved.

b. JN. 14:6 – We should follow Jesus as close as possible. – He is the way the truth and the life.

5. HE PUT HIMSELF IN BAD COMPANY – He sat among the Lord’s enemies.

a. LUKE 22:55 – He warmed himself at the devil’s fire.

b. 1 COR. 15:33 – Evil influences and associations overcame him.

c. MATT. 26:69-74 – He denied, he cursed, he swore.  Alas he had fallen

PETER’S RISE – HIS UP:

1. THE LORD LOOKED AT HIM – 

a. LUKE 22:60-62 – Looks are often significant.  No doubt the look of Jesus made Peter reflect on his boastful attitude and how he had bragged he was stronger than the others.

b. MATT. 10:33 – The look of Jesus made him realize his unfaithfulness to the Lord.  If he remained in this state he would lose his soul.

2. HE REMEMBERED THE WORDS OF JESUS – 

a. LUKE 22:61 – He remembered the words of Jesus.  When we remember the words of Jesus it lifts us up just as forgetting them will pull us down!

b. ROM. 5:6-8 – Every person who falls needs to remember how he once lived a better life and what God and Christ have done for him.  MATT. 11:28-30 – “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest…..”
3. HE HAD GODLY SORROW AND REPENTED – 

a. MATT. 26:75b – He went out and wept bitterly.  How do we know he was not just sorry the Lord had acknowledged his betrayal with the look?  I.E. the rich young ruler who went away sorrowful because he had great possessions.

b. 2 COR. 7:10 – Godly sorrow works toward repentance.  How do we know that Peter truly repented then because we can look at the fruit he brought forth in his life.  He preached the gospel to the Jews on Pentecost – ACTS 2 and he preached the gospel first to the Gentiles – ACTS 10
c. ACTS 3:1, 4:13, 19 – We can see Peter was active and faithful in service to the Lord.

4. HE  DIED FOR CHRIST – 

a. JN. 21:18-19 – Prophesied by Jesus that he would die for him.

b. 2 PET. 1:12-15 – Peter remembered what the Lord had said to him.  According to secular history it came to pass that he was crucified also but upside down because he felt he was not worthy to die in the same manner as his Lord.  After his return up Peter was no longer afraid.  He fearlessly preached Christ and was willing to die for the faith he displayed in Christ.

CONCLUSION - Where do you stand?  Are you at the top or the bottom?  You are either on your way up or on your way down!  It is likely that everyone here at one time or another has taken the similar downward steps taken by Peter, but the important question is where are you right now.  Have you taken the steps to get going in the right direction?  Start today!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

