A PICTURE OF THE JUDGMENT

MATTHEW 25:31-46 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Does the Bible really teach there is going to be a day of judgment?  Many people live as if there will be no judgment or as if they will be able to barter with God on that great day.  Man always has been and always will be accountable to God  - GEN. 3:9-13 – Note even in the beginning God held man accountable.  Just as in the beginning God still requires an answer from every one of us for the deeds done – ROM. 2:3-11 – Just as God required an answer from Adam and Eve He will also require an answer from us as there is no respect of persons with God..

JUDGMENT QUESTIONS:

1. WHO WILL BE AT JUDGMENT?
a. MATT. 25:31-32 – All nations no one will be excluded.

b. ROM. 14:10-12 – All Christians will stand before the judgment seat of Christ, even those who have turned their back on Christ – HEB. 10:26-31
c. 2 COR. 5:10 – All men will be appear before the judgment seat of Christ.

d. ACTS 10:39-42 – Christ – the judge.  Whom will he judge? The quick those alive and the dead.

2.  FOR WHAT WILL THEY BE JUDGED?
a. MATT. 12:36-37 – Their words – EPH. 5:3-4 

b. MATT. 25:31-46 – For what they did or did not do when they had the opportunity to serve!  Their deeds.

i. MATT. 16:27 – Every man according to his deeds 

ii. 2 COR. 5:10 – The things done in this body – good/bad.

iii. REV. 20:11-15 - Every one will be judged by his works

c. ECCL. 12:13-14 – The things done in secret – ROM. 2:16.

d. JER. 17:10; 32:19 – The fruit of the deeds he has done – GAL. 6:7-8 – We will reap what we sow!

3. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE JUDGMENT?
a. LUKE 16:22-23 – Not to determine eternal destiny that is settled at the point of death.

b. MATT. 7:21-22 – To give an account – ROM. 14:12, 1 PET. 4:3-5
c. MATT. 25:34, 41 – Final sentence is passed – MATT. 7:23    

4. WHAT ARE THE REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS?
a. MATT. 25:21, 23, 34, 46 – Eternal life for the righteous – JN. 5:28-29 – If you have lived a good life – eternal life.   Good life according to whom?  John clearly states that an evil life will not go unpunished – they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.

b. MATT. 25:30, 41, 46 – Eternal damnation for the wicked – REV. 21:8
c. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – The vengeance of God will be upon those who know not God and obey not the gospel. – REV. 20:15 – Is your name written in the book of life?

CONCLUSION – Where do you want to spend eternity?  HEB. 9:27 - Are you living a life that pleases God? – HEB. 11:6 – We must live a life of faith to please God and inherit eternal life!  For what will you trade your soul?  Power, money, fame, status of being among the intellectual elite, family - MARK 8:36-37 – “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
