A SAD STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING

LUKE 15:11-24 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Bible reveals to us the parable of the “Lost Son” which in many ways is a very sad story.  It shows us the decisions of a foolish young man.  Why was he foolish – MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus said the wise man would hear the instructions he receives from Christ.  The foolish man hears the very same information the wise man hears yet he will not heed it.  What truth did he reject from God and his word?

1. WANTED LUKE 15:11-12 -– The son wanted his portion – Gimme, gimme, gimme!  He was not content.

a. PHIL. 4:11-12 – Paul knew how to be content.

b. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – Be content if you have food and raiment.

c. HEB. 13:5 – Be content with the things we have.  The lost son started this sad story because he could not be content with what he had and he had it good.

2. WEAKENED – LUKE 15:13-15 – He fell prey to the influence of the world.

a. 1 COR. 15:33 – He wasted his money on riotous (wasteful) living.  Usually suggests the company of others when engaged in this type of activity.

b. PROV. 13:20 – If you are the companion of fools you are headed for destruction.

c. PROV. 24:1-2 - Do not desire the company of those who will lead you the wrong way.

3. WORSENED – LUKE 15:13-16 – He finally hit rock bottom.  He had wasted all he had and now had to suffer the consequences.

a. PROV. 19:15  – He wasted all his inheritance.  If you are lazy and idle you will go hungry.

b. GAL. 6:7-8  - We will reap what we sow.

c. PROV. 13:15 – We will not like the crop we have sown when we hit rock bottom.

4. AWAKENED – LUKE 15:17-20 - This story unlike many in real life has a happy ending, but only because he came to himself.  He had an honest talk with himself.  He woke up!  

a. 2 PET. 3:9 – He realized he was wrong and he repented of his evil.  He did not try to make excuses for himself.  In order to gain the favor of his father again he had to turn back to his father.

b. ACTS 17:30-31 – God commands us to repent, but often we are just too stubborn and will not turn to God.  How did he make his repentance known?  Notice vs. 20 he arose and went he decided to do right and quit doing wrong.  He made his own conscious decision.

c. ACTS 3:19 – Repent and be converted

5. WASHED - LUKE 15:21-24 – His father forgave him, he actually rejoiced and the father killed the fatted calf to signify his forgiveness of his son and the restoration of their fellowship.

a. JN. 1:29 – Behold the Lamb of God – God has shed the blood of the Lamb of God and is waiting for us to come to him.

b. MATT. 11:28 – “Come unto me…”  God is just like the father of the prodigal son he is waiting for us to come to our senses and come to him.

c. JN. 10:10-11 – The good shepherd has given his life for the sheep.

CONCLUSION – Too many times sad stories end with an unhappy ending.  People go out and live like the prodigal son and end up dead or hurting others or maimed for life.  What about you?

