A SOUND CHURCH 
ITNRODUCTION – Have you ever heard someone say they were looking for a sound church where they could worship and work striving to serve God faithfully?  Is this word “sound” a scriptural term or is every church that has a sign that it is of Christ or belongs to him the same.  This will be the focal point in our lesson today.  

First of all we want to establish that the word sound is a scriptural term:
We must be sound in doctrine:

1 TIM. 1:10 -  for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 

2 TIM. 4:3 - For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 

TIT. 1:9 - holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 

TIT. 2:1 - But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 
We must speak sound words:

2 TIM. 1:13 - Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
We must be sound in the faith:

TIT 1:13 - This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,
SOUND (ADJECTIVE), BE SOUND - hugiaino NT:5198, "to be healthy, sound in health" Vines
NT:5198 - hugiainoo; to be sound, to be well, to be in good health: Thayer

Sound in this lesson will be defined as healthy, whole, stable, safe and secure.
A SOUND CHURCH IS NOT:

1. NECESSARILY ONE WITH A NAME – 

A. EXAMPLES

a. Sardis – REV. 3:1 - "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.
b. Laodicea – REV. 3:14-19 - "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.
B. Having a good name does not necessarily mean that a church is bad

a. Rome- ROM. 1:8 - First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.
b. Thessalonica – 1 THESS. 1:8 - For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.
c. Having a name like the church at Rome or Thessalonica does not always mean that it is sound either.

2. NECESSARILY SOUND BECAUSE IT IS RIGHT IN DOCTRINE – 
A. Example of church at Ephesus

a. Taught by Paul for three years – ACTS 20:31 - Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.
b. They could not have had a better teacher or example -  ACTS 20:17-20 - From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house,
c. Paul did not hold back anything they needed to serve Christ faithfully - ACTS 20:27 – “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”
d. Later Paul sent Timothy – 1 TIM. 1:2-3 - To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. As I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 

e. Results they were sound in doctrine but had left their first love– REV. 2:2-5 - "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.
B. Example of the church at Corinth

a. Taught by Paul for 11/2 years at least – ACTS 18:8-11 - Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized. 9 Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city." 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
b. Eloquent Apollos - ACTS 19:1 – “And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth”  this is the same Apollos that is described as an eloquent man and mighty in the scriptures – ACTS 18:24
c. Their faith stood in the gospel - 1 COR. 15:1 – “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand”
d. Yet they were far from sound – 

1.) 1 COR. 3:1-4 – And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not carnal? 

2.) 1 COR. 5:1-11 – Problems with immorality 

3.) 1 COR. 11:17-34 – Problems with the Lord’s Supper

A SOUND CHURCH IS:

1. ONE THAT SEEKS SCRIPTURAL ORGANIZATION
A. There are 4 possibilities for a church – 2 right; 2 wrong

a. Scripturally unorganized – no qualified men – Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch were in this category before – ACTS 14:21-23 - And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed
b. Scripturally organized – qualified men serving – PHIL. 1:1 - Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
c. Unscripturally organized – unqualified men serving – 3 JN 9-10 – the church is run by men like Diotrephes - I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church.
d. Unscripturally unorganized – qualified men not ordained or appointed to do this work – TIT. 1:5 - For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you—
2. ONE THAT DEMANDS PLAIN BIBLE PREACHING – 
A. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 – A sound church demands bible preaching they do not just apathetically tolerate it – “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
B. TIT. 2:11-12 – We must proclaim the message of salvation – “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age”
C. Preacher is to warn of dangers facing the church – some call this type of preacher an alarmist.
a. Paul – 1 TIM 4:1-3 - Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 
b. Peter -2 PET. 2:1-3 - But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.
c. John – the apostle of love - 1 JN. 4:1 - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
d. Call names when necessary - 1 TIM. 1:19-20 - having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 
3. ONE THAT IS NOT CONTENT – We cannot become content, complacent, lethargic, and lazy.
A. Church at Philippi
a. Praised – PHIL. 1:3-5 – “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now”
b. Exhorted – PHIL. 3:13-15 - Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.
B. Church at Colossae 

a. Commended – COL. 1:3-6 - We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth”
b. Exhorted – COL. 1:9-10 - For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

C. Church at Thessalonica
a. Praised – 1 THESS. 1:2-8 - We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 

b. Exhorted - 1 THESS. 4:10-12 – “But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; 11 that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.”
4. ONE WHERE ALL THE MEMBERS KNOW THEIR PLACE  -   

A. JUDGES 7:14-21 - And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, "Arise, for the LORD has delivered the camp of Midian into your hand." 16 Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers. 17 And he said to them, "Look at me and do likewise; watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and say, 'The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!' " So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers--they held the torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing--and they cried, "The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!" 21 And every man stood in his place all around the camp; and the whole army ran and cried out and fled.
B. HEB. 4:13 – God is watching us - And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
C. EPH. 4:15-16 - but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
Conclusion – Every Christian has a function in the body and as a result each member helps to determine the soundness of the church! In order to be sound we must be saved and learn to not only to know God’s will but to do it.  Remember our definition of sound - in this lesson will be defined as healthy, whole, stable, safe and secure.  Is your life sound if not then the church cannot be sound. Repent today and make your life secure.
