WORSHIP - ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP

JOHN 4:23-24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why are we here this morning?  Why have we come together?  Hopefully we are here only to worship God and give Him reverence, honor and praise.  Also we should have as a reason for being here that we want to go to heaven and in order to do so we must serve God faithfully. -  HEB. 11:6, ROM. 10:17 – We have studied the subject of “Authority,” this past week and saw where we must have authority for our religious practices – COL. 3:17 – “and whatsoever you do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” – Just because we say something is in the name of Jesus does not make it so!

Well how do we know how to worship God acceptably – we must use the standard – the word of God – 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness, that the man of God might be furnished to every good work.”  Is worship a good work God wants us to engage in ?  YES!  

JOHN 4:23-24 – God desires for us to worship Him, but He wants us to worship Him his way! 

According to truth –JN. 17:17 – Why does God require truth – JN. 8:32 – It sets us free!

Do men always choose to follow the truth? MATT. 7:21-23 – Notice these people thought they had served God acceptably, just because worship is offered does not mean it is accepted.

Since God is the object of our worship, He has the right to specify and stipulate what kind of worship He accepts.  Worship - defined by Vines –“it may be regarded as the direct acknowledgment to God of His nature, attribute, ways and claims, whether by the outgoing of the heart in praise and thanksgiving or by deed done in such acknowledgment.”

1. WORSHIP WHICH GOD REJECTS  - 
a. IGNORANT WORSHIP – ACTS 17:16-23 – The Bible speaks of ignorant worship and that is what the Athenians were doing – 

i. Paul tells them their worship is not acceptable – ACTS 17:23-25 – 

ii. God was unknown to them because they had rejected a knowledge of the him – ROM. 1:22-25
iii. Notice what Jesus said to the Samaritan woman – JN. 4:22 – “Ye worship, ye know not what…”,  but remember Jesus said we “must worship in spirit and truth.” – JN. 4:24
iv. 1 PET. 4:11 – “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” – We must worship God according to the pattern.  1 SAM. 15:17-22 – Note Samuel was no longer little in his own sight.  God did not authorize him to spare the sheep and oxen not even if they were to be used in sacrifice to God.  I.E. – Giving – 1 COR. 16:1-2, 2 COR. 9:6-7
b. VAIN WORSHIP – MATT. 15:1-9 – Vain worship was when men “teach for doctrines the commandments. of men” Vs 9 – This is still very common today.  

i. What might be of great importance to man, may be very insignificant to God – ISA. 55:8-11 – Man just thinks he can help God out so he acts without authority

ii. GEN. 4:3-7 – Cain and Abel – When Cain got mad because God did not accept his sacrifice, notice what God said to him vs 7, “ if thou doest well shalt thou not be accepted?”  

iii. Many have accused God of being unfair to Cain – HEB. 11:4 – “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by the which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it he being dead yet speaketh.”  - Remember ROM. 10:17 – Abel proved to God he was righteous because he worshipped God in the way God had instructed, He placed his trust in God and Abel placed his trust in himself 

iv. LEV. 10:1-2 – Nadab and Abihu – Did not have authority for the type of fire they offered to God – Did God care that they ignored his instructions? YES! – Does God care today if we ignore His instructions? YES! – L.S. – ACTS 20:7 – 

c. SINCERCE BUT NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE - Many will say I thought God would accept any type of worship as long as you are sincere – “I can do anything I want in the name of religion as long as I am sincere, truth is not important.” – I.E. – Sept. 11 – The terrorist were they sincere, YES! But sincerely wrong

i. ACTS 22:3-8 – Did Paul think he was persecuting God or serving Him – He thought he was serving Him, but that fact did not make it so.  It felt so right to Paul – I.E. – Instrumental music – EPH. 5:19, COL. 3:16 – Notice what we have authority for in the worship to God – HEB. 2:12
2. EARLY CHRISTIANS – 

a. PARTICIPATED IN PUBLIC WORSHIP – ACTS 4: 23-29 – Example of Peter and John as soon as they were released they went to their own company – The believers.

i. ACTS 2:41-42 – Even in the face of persecution they worshipped God both publicly and privately – ACTS 5:41-42 - 

ii. ACTS 16:19-25 – Notice Paul and Silas, praised and worshipped God – Privately

iii. Five acts of worship – Preaching or teaching, Singing, Praying, can all be done privately, only the Lord’s Supper and Giving as we have purposed in our hearts to God are designated to the first day of the week – ACTS 20:7, 1 COR. 16:1-2
3. WHAT KIND OF WORSHIPPER ARE YOU? – 

a. DEVOTED KIND – MATT. 22:37 – “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”  Do you love God with all your heart, soul, and mind.  

b. SUBMISSIVE KIND – 1 THESS. 5:21 – “Prove all things hold fast to that which is good.” - Are you willing to submit your will to His concerning worship, the Creator has the right to tell his creation how He desires to worshipped.  Do not argue with God, and his inspired writes of the scriptures – 1 COR. 14:37 – “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”  MATT. 7:24-27 – Do we want to be wise or foolish!
CONCLUSION – Jesus is willing to be the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey Him – HEB. 5:8-9 – Obey Him today!

