AFTER CONVERSION – WHAT IS NEXT?
INTRODUCTION – After we have experienced the new birth and have become Christians we might well ask the question what is next. Becoming a Christian is the most important decision we can make in this life and usually we do not come to this moment without giving considerable thought to what is involved in this process of obeying the gospel.

Heard The Gospel – Mk. 16:15; Rom. 10:17

Believed the Gospel – Jn. 8:24

Confessed Faith In Christ – Rom. 10:9-10

Repented – Acts 17:30

Immersed In Water – Acts 2:38; 8:38

Christian – Acts 11:26
“Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

Immediately following conversion there is a time of great rejoicing, but after the initial jubilation over this decision we are faced with reality that we must make progress as a child of God we must grow because Satan will immediately begin to place obstacles in our path.  This time of transition is often difficult for many.  The purpose of our lesson today is to show what is necessary after conversion takes place so we can enjoy spiritual growth as God’s children.

AFTER CONVERSION – WHAT IS NEXT?

I. DIFFICULT TIMES AHEAD – We must accept the reality that just because we became Christians and all our sins were washed away does not mean all our problems are taken care of and we will have clear seas and smooth sailing.
A. 1 THESS. 3:3-5 – Problems with afflictions
B. ACTS 14:22 – Problems with tribulations
C. 2 TIM. 3:12 – Problems with persecution
D. JN. 12:42-43 – Problems with old religion

E. MATT. 10:34-37 – Problems with family and relatives

F. 1 THESS. 4:1-7 – Problems with old sins

G. GAL. 2:11-13 – Problems with peers.

II. GOD IS ON OUR SIDE – and his word is all powerful.  He has given us the tools with which we can be successful.
A. 2 PET. 3:9 – It is not the desire of God for us to perish.

B. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel - the word of God is designed to save us.  It contains that power.

C. JAMES 1:21-25 – The power of God to save is unleashed when we not only hear the word but make a conscious decision to obey that which we have heard.

III. CONTINUE IN THE WORD – 

A. MATT. 28:20 – By continuing in the word we are obeying the second part of the great commission which is often overlooked.

B. 2 PET. 3:17-18 – If we are to grow as we are commanded here we must put forth a personal effort in regard to our study.

C. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Do we give due diligence to our examination of the word of God?

D. HEB. 5:12-14 – Why had these Christians failed to come to the point that they could teach others.  They had not exercised their senses – they had not practiced enough – repetition – repetition – repetition!!!

E. HEB. 10:23-25 – To continue in the word and grow we must be faithful in our attendance.  Why????

i. ACTS 2:42 – It helped the early Christians surely it will help us.

ii. COL. 3:16 – The singing even teaches and admonishes us to be faithful.
iii. ACTS 5:42 – The teaching we receive thru Bible study and worship helps us to be edified.

iv. ROM. 15:14 – The local church helps us in our spiritual development.

F. 2 TIM. 3:14-17 – Continuing in the word will make us wise to salvation just as it did with Timothy.

G. 1 COR. 2:6-13 – The word of God given to us today in the bible is God allowing us to become accessible to his wisdom.  I. E. – access to the internet.

IV. EXHORTATIONS – Let us notice some exhortations from the word of God about when we become Christians, and how we are to live.
A. PHIL. 3:13-14 – Do not look back.  As Christians we follow Christ keep your eyes fixed on him and follow his steps.  Do not put your hand to the plow and look back.

B. 1 PET. 2:1-12 – We are priests of God we need to act like we are as we serve our high priest - Jesus.
C. ACTS 20:24, 28-32 – Display determination in our effort to serve the Lord.

D. Teach others – Never forget this tremendous responsibility

i. JN. 1:40-42 – Your family

ii. JN. 4:28-29 – Your friends and acquaintances.

iii. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Teaching is the test of faithfulness.

E. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast, be firm and always abound in the work of the Lord.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you been converted?

Are you growing?

We must continually check our priorities and attitudes to make sure they will allow spiritual growth in our lives!!!
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