AFTER DEATH – WHAT IS NEXT?
JOB 14:1-2, 10, 14
INTRODUCTION – Job asked God the question we all desire to know the answer to, “if a man dies shall he live again?”  We are very much like Job in that we contemplate what takes place after death.  Since life is short it behooves us to know the answer given to us by God thru his holy word to this important question.  Notice the Bible warns us of the brevity of life – JAMES 4:14.  It also warns us we will be taken by death – ECCL. 3:1-2.  The purpose of this lesson is for us to come to a greater understanding of what God’s word teaches concerning death and the events that follow.
AFTER DEATH – WHAT IS NEXT?
I. MAN IS A TWO FOLD BEING – 

A. Physical body – The flesh and blood

1. GEN. 2:7 – God made man from the dust of the ground and breathed into man the breath of life.  God is the giver and sustainer of life.

2. EPH. 5:28 – We are to love our bodies in the sense that we take care of its needs.

B. Spiritual body – The soul or spirit sometimes referred to as the inner man.

1. MATT. 10:28 – Man can kill the physical body but he cannot kill the soul it is the eternal part of man created by God in his image.  This is something the early Christians understood because they were willing to give up physical life in their service for Christ. I.E. - Stephen

2. GEN. 35:18-19 – The soul leaves the body at death.

II. WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH?
A. ECCL. 12:7 – The body returns to the dust and the soul returns to God.
B. LUKE 23:43 - And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." Paradise is a compartment in the Hadean realm - Hades
C. LUKE 23:46 - And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' " Having said this, He breathed His last. Where then did the spirit of Jesus go?  It went to Hades which is the abode of disembodied spirits as we can learn from the account of Lazarus and the rich man (LUKE 16:19-31), but his body was in the tomb.
D. ACTS 2:29-31 – Notice what Peter proclaimed on Pentecost. So David’s prophecy was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ His body was raised from the tomb and his spirit returned from Hades so indeed after the death of Jesus his spirit went into paradise in Hades.
III. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN JESUS RETURNS?
A. JN. 5:28-29 – All the dead will be raised.  None will be left behind.

B. 1 THESS. 4:16-17 – The living will meet the Lord in the air.

C. 1 COR. 15:51-52 – Paul by inspiration declares that all this will happen very quickly.  In a moment in the twinkling of an eye.  
IV. THE JUDGMENT – 

A. HEB. 9:27 – The judgment will follow the return of Christ.  The judgment is certain and sure.

B. 2 COR. 5:10-11 – All will be present at the judgment.  No one can escape this appointment.

C. GAL. 6:7-8 – The principles of sowing and reaping will be applied at judgment.

D. ROM. 2:2-11 - We will be judged by our deeds.

E. REV. 20:12 – We will be judged by the books (Bible – the book of books) according to our works.
V. THE WICKED WILL BE PUNISHED –

A. REV. 20:15 – The wicked will be punished for their sins by being cast into the lake of fire.

B. REV. 21:8 – This is called the second death.  First death of the physical body and second death spiritual – we lose our soul.
C. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – This punishment is for those who will not obey the gospel.  That could include you and me if we do not have the proper respect for the word of God.

D. MATT. 25:41, 46 – This punishment is eternal.  It will never end.

VI. THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BE REWARDED – 

A. REV. 22:14 – The righteous will have the right to the tree of life.

B. REV. 2:10 – The faithful will receive the crown of life.

C. 2 TIM. 4:7-8 – They will receive the crown of righteousness.

D. 1 PET. 1:3-4 – We have an inheritance that will never fade away.  It is indeed eternal.

CONCLUSION – 

We will all die, but the question remains are we prepared for death and what comes next.

This physical body will return to the earth but where will my soul spend eternity

