AFTER DEATH WHAT THEN

JAMES 4:13-15 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The scriptures tell us life is fleeting – It is but as a vapor then it vanishes away - Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 

We might still desire to ask but what happens after death?  To answer this question we must first understand what death is and how it is properly defined.  James tells us by inspiration that the body dies when the soul or spirit departs - JAMES 2:26 - For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. There is no indication from the scriptures that the spirit dies along with the physical body – ECCL. 12:7 - Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it. 

Notice the statement by the apostle Paul – PHIL. 1:21-24 - For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.
On the basis of the statements by Solomon and Paul many conclude that the spirit goes immediately to heaven after death.  Is this true?  Does this take all the Bible has to say on this matter of what happens after death into consideration?
AFTER DEATH WHAT THEN:

The Bible teaches that the spirit of man does not go directly to heaven or hell as some think but to a place the Greek’s referred to as Hades – the abode of disembodied spirits.  

Why is there so much confusion over this Bible subject?   Much of the problem lies in the fact that the King James translators used only one word “hell” to describe 4 bible words – Sheol – Hebrew word while three Greek words hades, tartartus, and gehenna this difficulty is removed in the ASV and NKJ.

The Hebrew word sheol and greek word hades represent the same concept and the same place – 
1. OT – Sometimes refers to the grave but not always -  2 SAM. 12:19-23 - When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" And they said, "He is dead." 20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food." 22 And he said, "While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who can tell whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?' 23 "But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." Did David mena he would go to him in his literal grave?  No but he knew he could join his spirit in the unseen, but yet spiritual realm.
2. NT – Concept of Hades - as the abode of disembodied spirits is verified thru the D/B/R of Jesus

A. MATT. 27:5 - And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.
B. LUKE 23:46 - And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' " Having said this, He breathed His last. Where then did the spirit of Jesus go?

C. LUKE 23:43 - And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 
D. ACTS 2:31 – Notice what Peter proclaimed on Pentecost - he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. So David’s prophecy was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ – ACTS 2:25-28 - his body was raised from the tomb and his spirit returned from hades so indeed after the death of Jesus his spirit went into paradise in hades

E. REV. 1:18 - I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 

3. NT – Concept of Hades  - as the abode of disembodied spirits is verified thru the story of Lazarus and the rich man.  

A. LUKE 16:19-31 – Presents a picture of two men in Hades. "There was a      certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared  sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' 27 Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' 29 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' " Both had died (v. 22).   The rich man was being tormented in Hades (v. 23)  while Lazarus was being comforted in Hades in Abraham’s bosom (paradise) same place the spirit of Jesus went.
B. Conclusions – Hades has two compartments and there is a great gulf fixed that  that separates the place of comfort from the place of torment that prevents one from passing to other – (v. 26).  TheBible name for the place of torment is “tartarus” and it is mentioned in 2 PET. 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;
4. JUDGMENT – 

A. HEB. 9:27 – Bible teaches judgment after death - And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,  but at what point after death?

B. MATT. 13:38-42 – Judgment will take place at the end of the world - The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. 40 Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
C. JN. 5:28-29 – Judgment follows the resurrection of all who are dead - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 
D. JN. 12:48 – By what standard will be judged? – The words of Christ - He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 
E. MATT. 16:27 – How will we be judged – Works - For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.  Not by our knowledge or what we believe but by what we practice.

F. MATT. 25:31-34 - Judgment will not be to determine guilt or innocence that is determined when we die.  I.E. - Liken it to a trail being to determine guilt or innocence in our legal system and the sentencing just confirms the reward for the verdict received. Our life is like the trail at the end we or either faithful or unfaithful but we do not receive the final sentence until judgment.  Judgment is when souls are consigned to heaven for a reward or hell (gehenna) for eternal punishment - "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
G. MATT. 25:41 - "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels 

H. MATT. 25:46 - "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
CONCLUSION – After death there is nothing I have control over in regard to my eternal destiny, but as long as we have life we have the ability to choose to serve God.  how do we go about doing that – 

MATT. 7:21-26 -  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 

24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:

