AN EXAMINATION OF THE CHURCH IN THE BIBLE
TEXT – MATTHEW 16:13-19

INTRODUCTION – In our lesson today we want to study about the church which is spoken of in the Bible.  The one Christ said he would build – MATT. 16:13-19 – There is much speculation in the religious worlds as to whether or not Christ has kept his promise. Many say that Christ did not build his kingdom which he promised even though John the Baptist proclaimed it was near –  and so did Christ when he came – the gospel accounts tell us– That is why the premillennial doctrine is so prevalent in the world today.  Many say since Christ was not accepted as King by the Jews that he will one day come again and set up an earthly kingdom – Let’s notice what God’s word says.

In order to understand how the church came into existence we need to look at God’s word and listen to the Old Testament prophets to better understand its origin.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE CHURCH IN THE BIBLE:

I. OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES – 

A. 2 SAMUEL 7:12-16 – Remember this verse for later in he lesson

B. ISAIAH 2:2-3 – In the last days – HEB. 1:1-2 – We are living in the last days – Jerusalem

C. DANIEL 7:13-14 – A kingdom which shall not pass away

D. MICAH 4:1-2 – Restates the prophecy of Isaiah

II. NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECIES –Kingdom is in future – 

A. MATTHEW 3:1-2 – John the Baptist proclaimed it was at hand

B. MATTHEW 4:17 – Jesus begins his ministry and proclaims that the kingdom of God is at hand

C. MATTHEW 10:7 – Jesus instructs the disciples to preach that the kingdom is at hand

D. MATTHEW 16:18-19 – I will build my church / I will give to the keys of the kingdom of heaven

E. MARK 1:14-15 – The time is fulfilled, the kingdom is at hand

F. MARK 9:1 – Some would not taste of death till the kingdom was come

G. LUKE 22:15-18 – Jesus words at the institution of the Lord’s Supper

H. LUKE 24:45-49 – They are now in Jerusalem the city the prophets spoke of

I. JOHN 16:12-14 – He had promised the apostles The Holy Spirit to guide them into all truth

J. ACTS 1:4-9 – The kingdom was not yet restored at this time.   

III. KINGDOM OR CHURCH SPOKEN OF AS BEING IN EXISTENCE – 

A. REVELATION 1:9 – John said he was in the kingdom

B. COLOSSIANS 1:12-14 – We are partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light if we are in the kingdom – translated – redemption

C. ACTS 14:22-23 – Kingdom was in entered into thru much tribulation

D. ACTS 8:1-5,12 – believed Philip concerning the kingdom of God

E. ACTS 5:11 – Fear came upon the church – Ananias and Sapphira 

F. ACTS 2:47 – The Lord added to the church those who were being saved.
IV. BEGINNING OF KINGDOM –. 

A. So somewhere between ACTS 1:6 and ACTS 2:47 the kingdom that was promised to come with power, in the city of Jerusalem, and the church which Christ promised to build into which all nations could enter was established 

B. ACTS 2:1-11 – The apostles had followed the instructions of Christ and tarried in Jerusalem and it was on the day of Pentecost that they were endued with a power from on high, remember the kingdom was to come with power. The apostles spoke the truth in the native languages of all present as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance – 

C. Remember that they were to be guided into all the truth by the Holy Spirit – JN. 16:13 
D. Remember the promise in 2 SAM. 7:12-16 – Look at its fulfillment in ACTS 2:32-33 – He is now sitting on the right hand of the throne of God.

V. ORGANIZATION OF CHURCH –
A. Christ is the head – COL. 1:16-18
B. The body – made up of individual baptized believers – 1 COR. 12:12-14 – Universal sense 

C. Elders are provided to oversee the flock of God among them – ACTS 20:28
D. The church in the local sense such as the congregation at Philippi – was scripturally organized because it had Elders, deacons and saints – PHIL. 1:1
E. Elders must submit to the rule of Christ – 1 PET. 5:1-5 – The elders rule is not unconditional – they must meet the qualifications – 1 TIM. 3:1-13
VI. HOW ARE MEMBERS REFERRED TO IN THE SCRIPTURES?
A. The body – EPH. 1:22-23
B. The temple – EPH. 2:20-21
C. The kingdom – COL. 1:13
D. The church of God – 1 COR. 1:2
E. Churches of Christ – ROM. 16:16 – This title designates ownership

F. Members of the Lord’s church are called – 

1. Disciples – JN. 8:31-32
2. Christians  - ACTS 11:26
3. Saints – 1 COR. 1:2 this name describes our character.

4. Brethren – ACTS 6:1-3 – Describes our relationship to one another.
VII. HOW DO WE BECOME A CITIZEN OF THIS KINGDOM? 
A. The scriptures tell us plainly we cannot please God without hearing the gospel message – ROM. 10:17
B. The scriptures tell us we please God by Faith – HEB. 11:6
C. King Jesus said we must believe or we will die in our sins – JN. 8:24
D. The king of the kingdom also tells us we must Repent – LUKE 13:3, ACTS 17:30 – God commands all men to repent – for all have sin
E. Jesus plainly states we must confess him before men – MATT. 10:32-33, ACTS 8:37 – Eunuch’s confession 

F. Jesus commands us to be baptized and thereby we can receive the forgiveness of sins – MARK 16:15-16, GAL. 3:26-27, ACTS 22:16 When we do this the Lord adds us to the church – ACTS 2:47 
G. Then he wants us to be faithful stewards in his kingdom – REV. 2:10 

CONCLUSION - Maybe as we have studied this lesson you have realized that some truths in God’s word you previously did not understand.

Are you a member of the church that we can read about in the Bible? 

If you are not a member of the glorious body of Christ, you can become part of his church today if you will just obey King Jesus !!!

