ANGELS

HEBREWS 2:14-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Today there is a great deal of interest in angels.  Some people are almost preoccupied with the subject.  There were some who did the same thing in N.T. times.  Angels are a Bible subject and therefore are worthy of our study to see what God’s word reveals about angels.   The Greek word for angels is angelos and simply means messenger, to deliver a message.  In our text we can see angels are spirit beings and that is why Christ did not take on the nature of angels but instead he took on the nature of man so he could be tempted in the flesh.

BIBLE FACTS ABOUT ANGELS:

1. CREATED BEINGS – When were angels created?  The Bible does not answer that question.  It does state that they are the creation of God.

a. PSA. 148:2-5 - Psalmist clearly states the angels origin was from God.  

b. NEH. 9:6 - Since they are created beings they are not to be worshipped but rather they worship God who created them.

c. COL. 2:18-19 – There were some who apparently were so consumed with angels that they engaged in worship to them.

2. PURPOSE OF ANGELS – They are primarily the messengers of God.

a. MATT. 1:20 – Brought a heavenly message to Joseph.

b. HEB. 2:1-2 – The message of angels was true and steadfast – I.E. – GEN. 19:12-16
c. HEB. 1:14 – Their work has to do with our salvation. – I.E. – MARK 1:13
3. THEY ARE INNUMERABLE – How many angels are there?

a. HEB. 12:22 – So many they cannot be numbered.  This must be so if they assist man with salvation.

b. REV. 5:11 – Symbolic language that states there are an infinite number of angels at God’s service.

4. POWERFUL – Angels are more powerful than man.

a. PSA. 103:20 – They excel in strength.

b. 2 KINGS 19:35 – The angel of the Lord killed 185,000 of the Assyrians army in one night.

c. MATT. 28:2-6 – Note MARK 16:3 – “And they said among themselves who shall roll away the stone from the door of the sepulcher?”
5. AUTONOMOUS – SPIRITS – They are capable of making choices.

a. 2 PET. 2:4 – If angels can sin then they must have the right to choose to either submit or rebel to God’s will.  Angels can fall but it is their choice to do so.

b. JUDE 6 – They left their own habitation it was their choice.  Angels are not programmed like robots or computers to do God’s will they have the power to choose.

c. 1 TIM. 5:21 – Paul her mentions “elect angels” those who by their own will – desire – purpose have chosen to submit to God.

6. GREATER – MAN – Angels are of a higher rank than man.

a. HEB. 2:5-9 – Christ became flesh and was made lower than the angels.

b. 2 PET. 2:9-11 – The Bible says angels are greater in might and power than men.

c. MATT. 22:30 – Different from men in that they do not marry 

7. ACTIVITY – Angels are used as messengers of God in many ways.

a. ACTS 12:20-23 – Angel of the Lord smote Herod

b. ACTS 27:22-25 – Paul was comforted by the message of the angel of the Lord.

c. GAL. 3:19 – The law of Moses was ordained by angels

d. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – They will be present at Christ second coming.

e. MATT. 25:31 – Angels will separate the saved from the lost in the Judgment Day.

CONCLUSION – Angels do not have the authority to change the message of the gospel – GAL. 1:6-9 – So we know automatically that all religions based on revelation from angels are without the approval of God.  The important thing for reach of us is to avail ourselves of the gospel which is the power of God to save – ROM. 1:16 and obey it by following Christ and becoming his disciple.

