 ANSWERED PRAYER

1 THESSALONIANS 5:17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The scriptures clearly instruct us to pray w/o ceasing in 1 THESS. 5:17 – but how is your prayer life and how is important is mine.  If we would admit it our diligence in this area is probably lacking.  The scriptures also instruct us in ROM. 12:12 -  to continue instant in prayer.  Jesus tells us to pray instead of fainting or losing heart – LUKE 18:1.  Jesus tells us to pray to the Father but to do it in secret not to be seen of men – MATT. 6:6.  Paul states we need to pray instead of worrying – PHIL. 4:6.

Whose prayer will God hear and under what conditions will he answer prayer?  

In order for prayers to be heard and answered they must have the authority of Christ – 

1. He is the only mediator between God and man – 1 TIM. 2:5
2. All spiritual sacrifices must be given through our Lord Jesus Christ – 1 PET. 2:5
3. The fruit of our lips is offered to God continually by giving praise to his name – HEB. 13:15
4. For a prayer to be heard it had to be offered in Jesus name – COL. 3:17; JN. 14:13-14
We want to consider now some positive and negative aspects of prayer:

POSITIVE SIDE OF PRAYER - God has not and does not promise to hear and answer prayers of anyone but Christians – EPH. 1:3; GAL. 3:26-27, 4:6 – as children of God w are allowed to speak to the Father.

1. DIRECTION – Our life must be oriented in the right direction.

a. 1 JN. 3:22 – We must keep his commandments – CONDITIONAL

b. 2 THESS. 3:1-5 – We must do the things pleasing in the sight of God.

2. CONVICTION – We must pray with deep conviction.  How convicted are we?

a. JAMES 1:5-8 – We must ask in faith nothing doubting or else we will receive nothing!

3. REQUISITION - Our prayers must be in the form of a request.

a. PHIL. 4:4-7 – When we pray we must gratefully make request unto God.  We do not pray with the attitude of demanding or ordering God around.

4. CONTINUATION – We must continue to be obedient to God – JN. 8:31 – “…if ye continue in my word then are ye my disciples indeed.”
a. JN. 15:1-8 – Our prayers will be heard and answered by God if we abide in Christ (as a branch abides in the vine).

b. JAMES 1:25 – Look, hear, and continue in the word of God..

5. INSPIRATION – When or prayer is offered according to inspiration

a. 1 JN. 5:14-15 – We must ask according to God’s will.

b. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – We need to search God’s word so we will know what to pray for.

c. JAMES 4:13-15 – Whatever we ask according to his will we know that he hears us and will answer.

NEGATIVE SIDE OF PRAYER – God does not hear sinners – JN. 9:31 – We might ask, why?  Our sin separates us from God and we are not in fellowship with him – ISA. 59:1-2.
1. CONSUMPTION – When we have the disease of consumption (our own lusts) God will not answer our prayers.

a. JAMES 4:1-4 – Many prayers go unanswered because we are just asking for things to make us happy while here on earth.

2. REPETITION – God will not answer prayers full of vain repetition 

a. MATT. 6:5-8 – Let us mean what we say and let it be true communication from our heart unto God.  Make it sincere and make it genuine!  God knows our hearts we cannot fool him.

3. CONSIDERATION – If our lives do not reflect consideration of God our prayers will not be answered.

a. 1 PET. 3:7 – Our relationships in life must be good so we do not hinder our ability to communicate with God.

4. PRESERVATION – If we are not willing to confess our sins ands forgive others we are committing spiritual suicide.

a. MARK 11:25-26 – In order to receive forgiveness we must forgive others

b. LUKE 17:3-4 – We must extend forgiveness for our own self-preservation.

5. ABOMINATION – If our life is not in harmony with the gospel our prayers are an abomination before God.

a. 1 PET. 3:10-12 – “the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous and his ears are open unto their prayers.”  But he sets his face against those who do evil!

b. PROV. 28:7-9 – Prayer of those who turn away from God’s law are an abomination which simply means that which God abhors or hates. 

CONCLUSION – On which side of prayer do we stand?  The positive or the negative!  As a Christian if your prayer life is lacking do something about it today – REPENT, CONFESS your sins.  Are you a Christian, if not you can become one today so you can open up communication lines between you and the heavenly father.  Then you too will also be able to enjoy the great spiritual blessing of prayer

