ARE WE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL
ROMANS 1:16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Are you ashamed to share good news with others?  No, we are willing to share good news – I.E. – This week I found a cheaper and yet better homeowners policy and I have shared that information with a few people. Why?  The natural inclination of mankind to share that which could help others because it is good news.

Vines defines the word gospel as “good tidings of the kingdom of God and salvation through Christ.”

ARE WE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL?

I. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
A. 1 COR. 15:1-4 – Some facts that need to be believed.  What are the facts we should have knowledge of?  Paul says to the Corinthians that the facts include the death, burial, and resurrection.  Do you believe these facts to be true? Are you ashamed of these facts?  If not then share these facts with others in 2009.

B. HEB. 5:8-9 – The message of the gospel is that salvation is available to all mankind because Christ died and shed his blood for us on Calvary.  Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  Our belief that Christ is able to save us is only made known when we obey the gospel.  The gospel is made up of commands to be obeyed.
C. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Are there any consequences for not obeying the gospel?

D. REV. 22:14 – If we obey the commandments of God then we will enjoy the blessings of the promises of God.

II. WHO IS THE GOSPEL FOR?
A. ACTS 2:5 – Gospel first preached to the Jews on Pentecost in Jerusalem to those gathered at this feast.

B. ACTS 10:34-35 – Later it was preached to the Gentiles at the house of the Roman centurion Cornelius in Caesarea.
C. MATT. 28:19-20 – Jesus instructed his apostles to make disciples of all nation.  Did they do this?  Yes, they took the gospel to all the nations of the world.  Why?  Because they were not ashamed of the gospel.  Are we seeking to take the gospel into the entire world?  If our answer is no is it because we are ashamed?  The gospel message is for all!!!

III. WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL DO?
A. JN. 3:16 – It reveals Christ to us.  His life and his death.

B. PHIL. 2:8-9 – Jesus died for you and for me and that is good news!!!

C. JN. 6:44-45 – How are we drawn to the Father?  It is the gospel that has the drawing power.

D. ACTS 2:37 – The gospel has convicting power.  They were cut to the heart (pricked) they knew they were guilty of crucifying the Son of God.

E. JAMES 1:21 – The gospel has saving power.

IV. GOSPEL EXAMPLES – 

A. JN. 12:42-43 – Some were ashamed. They knew the truth about Jesus yet they would not confess it.  Are we like those rulers?

B. ACTS 14:19-22 – Some were not ashamed. Paul and Barnabas even went back to the very place they had been stoned – Lystra.

C. ROM. 12:1-2 – If we compromise the principles of the gospel then we are being ashamed of the gospel today.  Are we conformed or transformed?
D. HEB. 2:1-3 – If we are ashamed we will neglect the great salvation provided to us thru the gospel.

V. SHOULD WE BE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL? NO!!!!!
A. JN. 14:26, 16:13 – God is its author. The gospel is the revelation of the mind of God to us by the Holy Spirit.

B. 1 PET. 1:4 – The gospel points to Jesus as the Savior and heaven as our ultimate goal.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you ashamed of the gospel?

Only the gospel has the power to save.

The gospel reveals the only way to heaven.

If you are not ashamed of the gospel believe it and obey it today!!!

