ARE WE HEADED TOWARD DAN AND BETHEL?
1 KINGS 12:25-33 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We realize the Bible teaches us that Jereboam was the one who set up the golden calves in Dan and Bethel but how did it get to this point.  

It began a generation earlier when Solomon did not follow the Lord as David did – 1 KINGS 11:6-13 and as a result God said he would tear the kingdom away from him in the time of his son – 1 KINGS 11:29-38 – This kingdom is promised to Jereboam with the specific instructions to walk in his ways, keep his statues and commandments.  Remember the account of that story – 1 KINGS 12:1-5 – Poor judgment on part of Rehoboam.  Why do we speak today of what happened so long ago?  If we do not learn from history we are doomed to repeat the same mistakes?  Are we headed toward Dan and Bethel?
Purpose of this lesson is to teach us the danger of heading toward Dan and Bethel by disregarding what God’s word has to say about the work and worship of the church.

ARE WE HEADED TOWARD DAN AND BETHEL?
I. GOLDEN CALVES OF DAN AND BETHEL – 

A. JUDGES 2:7-10 – It is clearly stated that a generation arose that did not know the Lord.  We might ask how this can be. It is the result of a lack of conviction.  Every generation is in danger if we do not have our own conviction.  I.E. – Are we training a generation that will have no conviction but only does things the way they do because that is how their parents did it or that is the way their preacher taught it.  Our conviction must be based upon the truth found in the word of God.
B. 1 KINGS 12:27-28 – Jereboam sought counsel or advice but it was not the counsel of God so notice what idea he came up with – It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.  Human reasoning is a God given ability but it was never intended to be used contrary to the word of God. Jereboam changes the location of the feast.
1. DEUT. 16:16 – All males must appear in the place he chooses.  Where is that place?

2. EZK. 36:38 – On feast days the Jews met in Jerusalem

3. JN. 4:45 – In the days of Jesus the feasts were still in Jerusalem
C. 1 KINGS 12:32 – Jereboam also decided to change the time of the feast.
1. LEV. 23:33-34 – The feast of Tabernacles was supposed to be observed on the 15th day of the 7th month.  Jereboam reasoned it would be OK to change it.  I.E. – Richland Hills - Texas
2. NUM. 29:12 – More instructions from the Lord regarding the Feast
D. What problems arise as a result of leaving the word of God? The people blindly followed Jereboam after all they reasoned he is our king.  They had no conviction.  What happens today in the Lord’s church? People again blindly follow the elders and they do so reasoning they are our spiritual leaders.

1. MATT. 15:14b – If the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch

2. 1 TIM. 5:19-20 – Elders can be guilty of sin
3. 1 PET. 4:11 – We must be more concerned with what God says than what man thinks.

II. GOLDEN CALF OF MODERN WORSHIP – 

A. Social gospel is now being offered at a church near you.  Reasoning of people in the church who are participating in this socialization of the gospel.
1. It gets people here - therefore it’s a good work (Bible?)
2. It will help keep the young people off the street (Bible?)
3. The community will look up to the church (Bible?)
4. The denominations will do it if we don’t (Bible?)
5. 1 JN. 1:7 – The bible word fellowship is used incorrectly. It is defined as a partner, an associate in participation, in sharing.  It is always used in a spiritual sense in the Bible. I.E. – PHIL. 1:5.  Today it is associated with coffee and donuts or the gathering of groups at a “Fellowship hall” built with funds from the church treasury for partaking of meals.
6. 1 COR. 11:18-22, 34 – The church at Corinth condemned. Wholesome, social activities are important in the life of each Christian; but God made a distinction between the responsibility of the home and the responsibility of the church.  The home is responsible for the extending of hospitality.
7. ROM. 14:17 – The kingdom of God is not about eating and drinking it is here to serve the spiritual needs of mankind.
B. Another aspect of modern worship is “Unity in diversity” - 1994 – Rubuel Shelly met with the Christian church and they agreed the only basis for fellowship is the deity of Christ.

1. MARK 16:16 – It does not matter what Jesus says because we can use human reasoning and determine that baptism is not essential. So we all can just agree to disagree on any doctrinal differences. Reasoning of man once again is faulty.

2. You use the instrument we don’t know problem according to “Unity in diversity.”
C. Mechanical instruments – Is there a pattern for our worship?  God expects us to follow it just like he expected Jereboam to follow the pattern he had revealed to the people of God in that day and time. The NT is silent about the use of instruments in the worship so there is no authority for their use, but man says we don’t care we are going to do it anyway.  Singing vs. man’s reasoning and diversity which includes humming, choirs, pianos and organs etc–   But note what God said:
1. EPH. 5:19 - speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
2. COL. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
D. Women teaching over men in the public worship – Let me first say some of the best teachers I know are women but their teaching is limited by the scripture.
1. TITUS 2:3-5 – Responsibility to teach younger women.

2. 1 TIM. 2:11-12 – Women are to learn quietly with submissiveness.
III. GOLDEN CALF OF RECREATION – Churches need to specialize in being churches and encourage parents to specialize in building good homes. The church was not established to promote aerobic classes and softball teams.  Christ did not have to die and shed his precious blood in order for us to play and exercise.
A. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is the pillar and ground of the truth.  Each parent has the individual responsibility of making sure their children have recreational activities in which to participate.  May we all strive to keep the church exactly as what the Lord planned for it to be and not what man is changing it to be a “soul center” rather than a “social center.”
B. 2 TIM. 4:8 – Staying active is profitable “bodily exercise” does have some profit.
C. LUKE 2:49 – Jesus at a young age was about his “Father’s business” did Jesus die and purchase the church for recreational purposes

CONCLUSION – 

We plead for peace and unity but not at the cost of prostituting the church for which Jesus shed his precious blood.

May we all strive to keep the church exactly as the Lord planned for it to be and humbly follow his pattern.
God also has a pattern for us to follow so we can be saved.  Have you followed that pattern?

