ARE YOU A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST?
LUKE 6:40 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If you asked people in our community are you a disciple of Christ?  Many would reply in the affirmative – YES!!! LUKE 6:40 - A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.
Everyone does not truly understand discipleship and what it involves.  It involves us being like Christ by listening to him and following his doctrine.  Vine’s has this to say about being a disciple – DISCIPLE -"a learner" (from manthano, "to learn," from a root math--, hence it denotes "one who follows one's teaching,"

SOME THINGS THAT DO NOT MAKE YOU A DISCIPLE:

I. FEELINGS – What do you feel?
A. GEN. 37:33 – Jacob felt and thought an evil beast had devoured Joseph but it was not true, but that was how he truly felt.
B. 2 KINGS 5:11 – Naaman was a mighty man but a leper.  Elisha sends a messenger to go wash in the Jordan River 7 times and he became furious.  Note vs. 11 – behold I thought, but how he felt did not make it so. I.E. – Have you heard someone say I felt like I passed that test only to find out they bombed? Have you ever heard people say that I feel like I have been saved?  What if your feelings say there is no God does that make it so?

II. FAMILY RELIGION – The religion of your family.
A. MATT. 10:34-38 – Many would say but I do not believe my family would mislead me on purpose and that could be true, but what if they were misled.  Note vs. 37 – this is the test do we love father or mother more than Christ.

B. ACTS 10:2, 22, 33 – The example of Cornelius, a religious man, a devout man, one who feared God.  Vs. 22 says he was a just man vs. 33 says he brought his household family relative friends to hear Peter preach
C. ACTS 11:14 – Says Cornelius was lost and needed to hear words to be saved.  I.E. – Family religion – Boston – Catholic teach mortal sins cause you to fall away; Salt Lake City – Mormon teach That Jesus is not eternal God; Atlanta – Baptist teach once saved always saved  Which family is right?  The correct question to ask is “What does the Bible teach?”

III. FRIENDS – The religion of your friends.
A. ACTS 8:9-11 – According to his friends he was the great power of God.

B. ACTS 19:23-26 – Demetrius mislead friends into idolatry. What if your friends are evolutionists or atheists? Do we follow them?  NO
IV. FAITH – As long as they are a people of faith then are they disciples. 
A. MATT. 7:21-23 – These are people of faith before Christ in judgment.

B. 1 KINGS 18:26-28 – Contest proposed by Elijah.  They cut themselves and poured out their own blood by faith.

C. MATT. 15:8-9 – Jews, Hindus, and Moslems are people of faith but are they right?  NO

SOME THINGS THAT INDICATE YOU ARE A DISCIPLE:

I. HEAR GOD’S WORD – If you are to be a true disciple of Christ you must be willing to hear God’s word.
A. JN. 8:47 – Everyone that is of God hears God’s word.

B. JN. 18:37 – Everyone who follows truth hears my voice.

C. 1 JN. 4:6 – If we know God we will hear the message of inspiration from the apostles.

II. CONTINUE IN GOD’S WORD – 

A. JN. 8:30-32 – You are a disciple if and only if you continue in his word.
B. 1 COR. 15:1-2 – The gospel which I preached which you received, wherein you stand, if you keep it. Discipleship is conditional if you keep it.

C. COL. 1:21-23 – If you continue in the faith.

D. 1 JN. 2:24 – If it shall remain in you.

III. BE RIGHTEOUS – I.E. – Gym – athlete; building – disciple.
A. 1 JN. 3:7-10 – He that doeth righteousness is righteous.  Vs. 10 – if we do not righteousness we are of the devil

B. ROM. 6:16 – To whom do you yield yourself? We must choose to participate in godliness!!!

IV. LOVE ONE ANOTHER – 

A. JN. 13:34-35 – A new commandment is given to us – “By this” vs. 35  - shall all men know that you are my disciples.

B. 1 JN. 2:10 – If we love one another we abide in the light.  If I love my brother then I cannot have envy, jealousy, covetousness, or gossip in my life. 
C. 1 JN. 3:14-18 – We pass from death to life because we love the brethren.  How do we know God’s love?  How has he made it manifest to us?  Thru Jesus!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Are you a disciple of Christ?

Will you listen to Jesus and obey the truth? JN. 14:6
