ARE YOU / AM I ASHAMED OF CHRIST?

LUKE 9:26 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Have you ever met someone who had something new and they wanted to share with you the good news in respect to this newly acquired item.  I.E. – When students get a new pair of tennis shoes they want to come and show me.  Why?  They are proud of their new shoes and want to share in the joy and excitement.

What about us as Christians do we gladly proclaim the name of Christ or are we ashamed that we are Christians and we live in such a way that we do not want anyone to know we follow Him – LUKE 9:26 – TEXT. – If we are ashamed of Christ and his words he will be ashamed of us.  That is a very sobering thought and a statement that we cannot misunderstand.

You may say, well I am not ashamed of Christ, how could anyone be ashamed of his or her savior. We are ashamed of the name of Christ if we regard his name as unimportant and we begin to cling to the teachings of false prophets and teachers instead of the His words of life – 2 PET. 2:1-3 – When we regard what man says in regard to MDR instead of what Jesus says (MATT. 5:32, 19:9) we are ashamed of his name.  When we regard what man says in regard to Hell not being a place of eternal destruction but rather we are just annihilated, it is not a place of eternal destruction and we disregard what Jesus says (MARK 9:43-48) we are ashamed of his name.  When man begins to justify the sin of homosexuality and wants marriage to be redefined and we say nothing we are ashamed of Christ

HOW ASHAMED ARE YOU?

1. ACTS 4:1-12 – Note verse 7 – Were they ashamed of the name of Christ? No, they gladly proclaimed that salvation is only available in his name.  Do we by our example show that salvation is only in the name of Jesus.

2. COL. 1:1-4 – Why was Paul able to give thanks unto God for them?  Because of their faith and in whom did their faith reside?  Christ – HEB. 11:6, ROM. 10:17, EPH. 4:17
3. ACTS 2:36-38 – Baptized in the name of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  GAL. 3:26-27 – We are children of God if we are baptized into Christ.  As a result of being his children we receive his blessings.

4. EPH. 1:3 – All spiritual blessings are found in Jesus Christ – Forgiveness, worship edification we receive as a result of singing praise, giving, partaking of the Lord’s supper, hearing teaching and preaching from the word of God, praying. Are we ashamed of the spiritual blessings that are only in Christ?  Then why do we forsake the assemblies and think the Sunday and Wednesday night services are for other Christians but not me.   If that is the way you think then you are ashamed of Christ and you need to repent!

5. ACTS 8:35-37 – Did you make that confession that you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God – if you did you pledged your allegiance to him that he would be the King of your life.  Are you now ashamed that you made that noble confession?  Note the attitude of the Ethiopian eunuch – He went on his way rejoicing.  Do you still rejoice in the fact that you confessed the name of Jesus?  You still regard that day as the most important day of your life.  If not then you need to repent and return to your first love – REV. 2:4 – “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”
6. 1 PET. 4:12-16 – You are ashamed of the name of Christ because you will suffer reproach if you wear this name and this name only – but God says if we suffer as a Christian we should not be ashamed but rather glorify God.  I.E. – ACTS 5:40-42
7. PHIL. 3:3-9a – Example of Paul and how he counted all things but loss for the excellency and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  He was willing to give up all to be found in Him.  He gave up fame, power, prestige, and position.  He was not ashamed of Christ.

8. ROM. 1:16-17 – Am I ashamed of the gospel that bears his name?  When people make statements that you are the people who do not believe in the use instrumental music in the worship to God?  Or you are the people who believe that you must be baptized (immersed) in water in order to be saved.  We should never be ashamed of the gospel and its power to save us as it is God’s will revealed to man and if we will follow it we can be assured we will be rewarded – GAL. 1:6-10; MATT. 7:21-23 – “…He that doeth the will of my Father, which is in heaven.”

9. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – We should not be ashamed that the precious blood of Christ redeemed us.  The purchase price for us was not paid with corruptible things such as silver and gold but with the blood of Jesus.  We sing the song there is power in the blood – do we try to share the news with others about the redeeming power of the blood of Jesus.

10. MATT. 16:16-18 – Ashamed of the church which he promised to build, the church he purchased with his blood, the one which bears his name and of which he is the head, his body – COL. 1:18-24
CONCLUSION – If we are indeed ashamed of Christ and any of the things we have discussed in this lesson then we need to repent because we will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and if we would not confess him before men then he will not confess us before the Father in heaven.  We do not have to be ashamed to stand before God in judgment if we will submit to his will.

Name of Christian is the greatest name you can wear – ACTS 11:26 – That is what we want to encourage you to become nothing more nothing less.  If you are a Christian do you magnify him in your life – PHIL. 1:20-21 – I.E. Paul – If it does not then repent and be restored to the Lord today
