ARE YOU IN THE SHIP WITH THE SAVIOR
LUKE 8:22-25 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – It seems as though the disciples forgot they were in the ship with the Savior – Jesus Christ the Son of God because they displayed a lack of faith.  What about our faith.  Does it place us in the ship with the Savior?

ARE YOU IN THE SHIP?

I. RELATIONSHIP – Do you have a relationship with the Savior?  How does this relationship begin?  Just as all relationships begin someone introduces you to Jesus.

A. ROM. 10:17 – Must hear and obey Jesus.  We cannot have faith – trust –belief in Jesus if we do not listen to him.

B. JN. 1:11-12 – Believe on his name.
C. LUKE 13:3 – Jesus says repent or perish.

D. ACTS 8:26-38 – Example of Ethiopian Eunuch

E. GAL. 3:26-27 – After we are baptized into Christ we enter into a relationship with God as his children.

F. ACTS 2:41, 47 – When we are baptized (immersed) for the remission of our sins we are now in the ship with Jesus.  The ark of safety the church – the Savior adds the saved to the church.

II. FELLOWSHIP – Once we are in the ship with Jesus we enjoy fellowship with him.
A. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – Fellowship is maintained by walking in the light.

B. 2 COR. 6:14-18 – We cannot be in the ship with the Savior and be yoked to unrighteousness.  We are either in the ship or we are out of it, but many try to maintain a relationship with Jesus and the unrighteousness of the world.

III. FRIENDSHIP – We are in the ship with the Savior because we want to be his friend.
A. JN. 15:10-14 – The only way to maintain friendship with Jesus is to obey his commands. What happens to our friendships on earth if we do not do what we say we will do? They will deteriorate.  The same is true with our friendship with Christ we must obey him.

B. JAMES 4:4 – We cannot be in the ship with the Savior and be friends with the world.. 

IV. MEMBERSHIP – When we are in the ship with the Savior we are members of the one body of Christ – the church.
A. 1 COR. 12:12-20 – Each member of this one body has work to do just as every member of a crew on a ship has a particular duty to perform.  Are we busy doing the work of the Lord?
B. EPH. 4:16 – Are you fulfilling your duty and service to the Savior?  Are you doing your part so the body can increase?

V. WORKMANSHIP – If we are in the ship with the Savior then there is work to do.
A. EPH. 2:8-10 – Christians are God’s workmanship.  He created us in Christ Jesus for good works.  The good works he has authorized us to do.

B. MATT. 21:28-31 – We must go to work.  As Christians we have said we would go but have we gone into the vineyard?
VI. CRAFTSMANSHIP – If we are in the ship with Jesus we are not just workers but we become workers who are skilled in their craft.
A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study (be diligent) to show yourself approved unto God a worker who needs not to be ashamed – Why do we not need to be ashamed?  Because we have honed our skills and become effective teachers of the word of God.

B. 2 TIM. 2:1-5 – Are we striving for mastery?

VII. BATTLESHIP – If we are in the ship with Jesus we will at times come under attack from those out side.  Are we prepared to go to battle?
A. JUDE 3 – If we are in the ship with Jesus we must be able to earnestly contend for the faith.

B. 1 TIM. 6:12 – Fight the good fight of faith so we can lay hold on eternal life.

C. 1 PET. 3:15 – Be ready – be prepared to defend the truth

CONCLUSION – 

If during the storm the disciples had bailed out of the ship they would have perished.

If we are Christians we must stay in the ship with the Savior and their will be peace and calm.

Are you in the ship with the Savior?  Eternal security is only found in Christ!!!

