ARE YOU LISTENING?

HOSEA 4:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – No prophet of old spoke with more passion than did Hosea.  He is the OT messenger of broken hearted love, for thru his personal experience with an unfaithful wife he came to understand perhaps more clearly than any other OT spokesman God’s sorrow and hurt caused by an unfaithful nation.  We can only imagine the emotional conflicts within Hosea’s heart as he is called to preach.  For thru his pathetic and one sided relationship with his wife and the realization that the very children she bore were not his own it begins to dawn on the prophet that this is how God must feel.  You see the story and message of Hosea is not the story of a faithless wife and faithful husband as much as it is the story of a faithless nation and a faithful God.  Somebody once said, “God cannot use you greatly until you are broken completely – that is Hosea!

When Hosea, preached about Israel’s spiritual infidelity he understood!

When the prophet talked about God’s enduring love and the commitment God had for his people in spite of their unfaithfulness he understood!

When the preacher challenged the people to repent and return to the Lord or stand in jeopardy of losing everything he understood!

So speaking with great vigor and the voice of emotion Hosea presents immediately and without hesitation God’s case against his people – HOS. 4:1-6
1. WHY WAS GOD UPSET WITH HIS PEOPLE?
a. HOSEA 4:6 –The real reason for Jehovah’s anger being kindled against his people was their lack of knowledge.  They were destroyed for their lack of knowledge.  Again and again Hosea points out that the people of God did not know God.

b. HOSEA 5:4 – They do not know the Lord!
c. HOSEA 6:6 – No loyalty or true knowledge of God.  How can this be?
i. Nation founded by God
ii. Built up on the principles of God
iii. Housing the great temple of God
iv. How incredible was it that here are the people of God and they do not know God!
v. Or is it that incredible?  
2. HISTORY HAS A TENDENCY TO REPEAT ITSELF – 

a. MATT. 23:1-12 – What problem did Jesus face when he came to earth and encountered the Pharisees a group of about 6000 who were the most religious people on the face of the earth


i. NO ONE gave more than the Pharisees.

ii. NO ONE prayed more than the Pharisees.

iii. NO ONE FASTED more than the Pharisees

iv. NO ONE around knew more about the scriptures than the Pharisees

a.  MATT. 15:1-9 - Yet Jesus had more trouble with the Pharisees than with anybody else – WHY?  Because they did not really know God.

b. Isn’t it interesting how history repeats itself?  Isn’t that the same problem we have today?  It is very easy to put on a facade about being a Christian.

a. I can come to every service

b. I can commit to memory many Bible facts about God.

c. I can know the steps in the plan of salvation – HBRCB

d. I can know the acts of worship we are to engage in when we assemble- Pray – Preach – Give – Sing – Lord’s supper

e. I can know all these facts about God and yet not really know God.  We need to have a first hand experience with God we need to enjoy our relationship with him as we walk with him daily by faith.  Do you really know God?  Song “Do you Know My Savior.”  I think the message of Hosea is very applicable to our times – “My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge”  

i. They had not listened!

ii. They had not learned!

iii. They served a God they did not know!

3.  NT STATEMENT – 

a. Mentioned 8 times in the gospels – “He who has ears to hear let him hear.”
b. Mentioned 8 times in the book of Revelation – “He that hath an ear to hear let him hear.”
c. MARK 4:2-9 – In the parable of the sower notice the very first thing Jesus said – HEARKEN – Listen to this – and the last thing he said in the parable was “He that hath ears to hear let him hear.”  In this parable Jesus compares our hearts and ears to different type of soils.

i. Some ears are like hardened soil – completely unreceptive to the word of God and since the word of God is the seed in this parable the seed cannot germinate, and if it cannot germinate it cannot procreate – these people are not listening.

ii. Some ears are like rocky soil – we hear the word of God but it goes in one ear and out the other.  We never really make any lasting changes in our life.  We go out the door and pump the preacher’s hand a couple of times and say good sermon brother but never make any corrections in our life.

iii. Some ears are like a weed patch, they are to overcrowded and thorny and there is so much competition for the word and because of that there is no harvest

iv. Some ears and hearts are just right like a field that is well tilled and ready to plant therefore their ears and hearts are receptive to the word of God and they listen to it and take it into their heart and as a result they bring forth fruit as a Christian.

v. Interesting to note that in all 4 cases it is the same sower and the same seed.  No difference in the message or the messenger.

v. If the ratio in this parable is anywhere close to reality today then about 75% of the people are not listening to God.  The majority continues to miss the message of God – WHY? They are not listening!  It is not that we do not have ears rather it is we have just simply chosen to not use them.

4. SCRIPTURE HAS ALWAYS PLACED A PREMIUM ON HEARING GOD– 

a. DEUT. 6:4-9 - "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. NKJV
b. PROV. 8:34 - Blessed is the man who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors. NKJV
c. NEH. 8:3 - Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. NKJV
d. JN. 10:3-4 - To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  NKJV
e. REV.3:20-22 - Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." NKJV
f. ILL. – PILATE - MATT 27:19 - While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him." NKJV – 

i. Pilate did not listen to his wife

ii. He had selective hearing

iii. Allowed the voice of the crowd to rise above the voice of the carpenter

iv. ROM. 10:17 – Since he refused to hear he never laid the foundation to build any faith..

g. MATT. 7:24-27 - The problem in Hosea’s day is exactly the same problem we have today – We are not listening and because we are not listening we are not learning.  Are you listening – I.E.- Listening is like a pitcher and catcher – The pitcher being the one who sends the message, but the catcher must receive it.

5. PRACTICAL APPLICATION – How long has it been since you have had your hearing checked?  How long has it been since you really listened to God?  How long has it been since you gave God on a regular basis some uninterrupted time in your day  - to just listen to him?  How are ever going to truly know God and have a relationship with God if we do not tune in and listen to what he says?  How in the world are we going to listen to him if we do not spend time in his word on a daily basis?  MATT. 17:5
a. I. E. – Jesus – Prayer – He valued prayer

i. MARK 1:35 - And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.  

ii. LUKE 5:16 - And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.
iii. If Jesus the sinless savior thought it worthy of his time to clear his calendar and make room for communicating and communing with his heavenly father don’t you think we should too!  How can we ever know God if we do not commit to prayer on a consistent daily basis.

b. I.E. – Jesus – Scriptures – He valued revelation 

c. MATT. 4:1-10 – When faced with temptations from Satan 3 times from the 5th book of Law he answered with, “it is written.” 

d. 2 TIM. 2:15 - How can we ever know God if we do not commit to bible study on a daily basis. – Some of you right now are not listening!  Why do I say that?  We have heard about bible study and prayer before and after all we are just too busy.  So rather than spend time with God praying for his wisdom that comes to us thru his word we are content to let others do it for us. The denominational world is not the only ones guilty of a clergy laity system.  We have it in churches of Christ – We may not admit it, and we surely would not say it, but our lives are proof we think it!!!     Isn’t that what we pay the preacher for don’t we pay him to read the bible, and study and get close to God  so then if I can just get close to him some of it will rub off on me – SURAGATE Spirituality does not work. 

e. There are some things you just have to do for yourself, some things you must experience firsthand.

i. Vacation – Too busy, too much hassle, some things you have to experience first hand for yourself – Grand Canyon – Story about little boy – some things you just have to do yourself.

ii. Romance – Let someone else carry her out, too busy  - No there are some things we must experience our self, NOW LISTEN TO ME, one of those things is spending time with God:  listening to God, communing with God thru his word, and communicating with God in prayer. NOBODY can develop a relationship with God for you – it is something you just have to do yourself – You must experience it firsthand.

6. MUST BE PROPERLY EQUIPPED – with the right tools so we can learn to listen better and get to know better the God we serve

a. Regular time and place – Go to your closet – MATT. 6:6 - But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.  NKJV
i. Select a slot in your schedule a little corner in your world and claim it for God.  

ii. The place does not matter- back bedroom, office lunch break,  porch swing, deck in your yard, in a car or just sitting underneath a tree.  

iii. The time does not matter – morning, noon or night

b. Open the Book – How are we going to know God if we do not listen to God and how are we going to listen to God if we do not open the book.  

i. PROV. 2:1-5 – My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding,  If you seek her as silver,vAnd search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God. NKJV - God’s word is a mine of treasure waiting to be quarried.

ii. Study a little bit at a time – start reading and read till you come to something that you need, that really speaks to you, it hits home with you and you say I need that – Write it down on an index card – free time reflect on it during the day – You may say but I don’t have any free time – I.E. - Hwy 98 – Learning is a process.

c. Open your heart – Learn -  Receive - Do

i. PHIL. 4:8-9 - Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.  The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. NKJV

CONCLUSION – In times past members of the Lord’s body were known as walking bibles.  Generally speaking that is not true today even though there are some exceptions.  We need to daily get alone with God.  Do we breathe everyday?  Do we eat everyday?  Do we drink everyday?  Then we need to find a time and place for God everyday so we know the God whom we serve.Are you listening?  HOS. 4:6 – “my people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”  We can all improve so let’s get busy for the Lord and do the things necessary for eternal life so we can know God and defeat the devil!!

Maybe you are a Christian but you have not been listening to what God tell you to do to be faithful – is so then repent.

Maybe you are not as Christian – You can become one today if you would just listen to Jesus.

