ATTITUDE TOWARD SATAN

GENESIS 3:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Bible introduce us to Satan in the third chapter of Genesis.  From the beginning his purpose had been to tempt mankind.  It was from temptation that Satan set before Eve that she yielded and sin entered into the world. Through out the entire existence of mankind, Satan’s purpose has not changed he wants to overthrow man as God’s crowning creation and mar his happiness.

The same book that reveals the existence of God also reveals the existence of Satan. We must be consistent in our beliefs if the Bible is true and we believe that it proves the existence of God then we must most certainly believe that this same book establishes without a doubt the existence of Satan.  Satan is not just some imaginary figure, he is not spoken of as a fable, he is not something to just frighten children.  Note what the Bible states – JOB 2:2 – The Bible states that Satan “walks up and down in the earth,” in the New Testament Peter has this to say about Satan – 1 PET. 5:8 “as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”

As Christians we need to have the proper attitude toward the existence of Satan – 1 TIM. 3:6 – He lays snares for us and wants us to be deceived – REV. 12:9

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD SATAN – 

1. BIBLICAL NAMES OF SATAN – 

a. JOB 1:6 – Satan

b. MATT. 25:41 – Devil

c. 2 COR. 11:3 – Serpent

d. MATT. 4:1-3 – Tempter

e. EPH. 2:2 – The prince of the power of the air

f. 1 PET. 5:8 – Our adversary

2. CHARACTER AND DEVICES OF SATAN – 

a. 2 COR. 2:11 – Satan has many devices that he uses against us.

b. 2 COR. 11:3 – Satan is subtle which means he uses unscrupulous conduct.  He is cunning and crafty.  Notice in GEN 3:1-5 – he waited for just the right time.  Eve was alone.

c. 2 COR. 11:14 – He does not appear as he really is.  Sin when presented to us just looks like pleasure we do not see the consequences of it until it is too late sometimes.

d. JN. 8:44 – A murderer from the beginning, no truth in him, he is the father of lies.  Examples – One drink won’t hurt you, Everybody is doing it in reference to sexual immorality, drugs, immodesty, lasciouvness.

e. 2 COR. 11:15 – He has ministers.  Any minister who perverts God’s word is a minister of Satan. I.E. - MDR

f. 2 COR. 4:3-4 – He blinds the eyes of men in regard to spiritual matters. I.E. – What is wrong with fellowship halls, gymnasiums, life centers – Jesus did not have to die for those things to exist.

g. ACTS 24:25 – He is the god of procrastination. You can start going back to worship next Sunday, you can start reading your Bible tomorrow all the devil wants is for you to be under his influence today.  

3. NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE DEVIL – 

a. 1 PET. 5:8 – If you were in the presence of a roaring lion would you know that it is a dangerous place to be?  By his death on the cross, Christ gave the serpent a great blow but he is still very dangerous.

b. JAMES 4:7 – We must resist the devil.  If we do he is a like a bully that must be stood up to and when you do he is a coward and will flee.

c. 2 TIM. 2:26 – We must avoid the snare and recover ourselves out the snare if we are entangled.

CONCLUSION – If we underestimate the devil we become one of his many victims and we need to understand the consequences of our decision. - MATT. 25:41-46 – They under estimated the importance of caring for others – I.E. Gospel meeting coming up soon.

