ATTITUDE TOWARD SELF

PROVERBS 23:7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Remember from last week we defined attitude simply as “the condition of one’s mind.”  This week we will study the attitude we have toward self.  Most of the New Testament is directed to the individual and the institutions created by God - the home, the government, and the church cannot be what God intended them to be if the individual is not what God desires for them to be.  In order for an individual to be what he or she wants to be, their attitude has to be right toward self.

ATTITUDE

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
It is more important that the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill.
The remarkable thing is - we have a choice every day of our lives regarding the attitude we embrace for that day.
We cannot change our past. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. 
The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.
I’m convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you.
We are in charge of our attitudes.  ~ Charles Swindoll ~

ATTITUDE TOWARD SELF:

1. BIBLICAL FACTS CONCERNING SELF – 

a. JAMES 4:7-8 – Self can be greater than Satan or used by Satan.

b. ROM. 8:31-39 – No one can separate us from the love of God – only self can.

c. MATT. 22:36-40 – We must love our self in order to have the proper attitude toward others.

d. 2 PET. 1:5-11 – We must have control over self – I.E. – Paul – 1 COR. 9:24-27
2. PROPER EVALUATION OF SELF – Many never see themselves as they really are.

a. ROM. 12:3 – Not to think to highly of self.  If we do we will fall – 1 COR. 10:12
b. GAL. 6:3-4 – We should know and prove self, but not be a know it all – 1 COR. 8:1-2
c. 2 COR. 13:5 – Make a constant examination of self – I.E. – Lord’s Supper – 1 COR. 11:28
d. GAL. 6:1 – We should consider self and yet still be willing to esteem others better than self – PHIL. 2:2-3 – I.E. – Pharisees – LUKE 18:9-13 

3. CONQUERING SELF – We can be our own worst enemy.

a. MATT. 16:24-26 – We have to be bale to deny self.  This is why many never obey the gospel and why many who do fall away.

b. 2 PET. 2:9-17 – Selfishness is one of the great curses of this earth.  Being self-willed is caring only for one’s own desires or needs.  I.E. – The rich man – LUKE 12:15-21 
c. Must not deceive self – How?

i. 1 JN. 1:8-9 – Saying we have no sin and need no cleansing.

ii. JAMES 1:22-25 – Hearing and not doing

iii. GAL. 6:7-8 – Ignoring that we will reap what we sow.

iv. ACTS 2:36-40 – Thinking there is nothing for us to do to save ourselves. – I.E. – Paul told Timothy – 1 TIM. 4:16
CONCLUSION – No one can choose salvation for you except you.  No one or anything can keep you from heaven but yourself.  God will never forsake us! If there is a forsaking of God it will be my choice and mine alone.

