ATTITUDE TOWARD SIN

1 JOHN 1:8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – There is no one subject that impacts the life of a Christian more than sin.  In order for the Christian to remain faithful unto God, we must recognize the proper attitude we must have toward sin.

THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD SIN:

1. WHAT IS SIN?  Literally the word means to miss the mark and therefore to miss the prize or reward.  Let’ look at least four passages from the scriptures that will help us to understand the definition of sin as described in the word of God.

a. 1 JN. 3:4 – Sin is the transgression, breaking or practicing of lawlessness.

b. 1 JN. 5:17 – All unrighteousness is sin – unrighteousness – a deed or deeds violating law and justice; iniquity

c. ROM. 14:23 – For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  I.E. – meat offered to an idol.

d. JAMES 4:17 – To know to do good and not do it is sin.  This is probably the greatest problem in regard to sin facing the Christian.  What is our attitude toward leaving something undone? Our attitude is usually that it is no big deal.

e. JAMES 1:13-15 – How is one lead to sin?  Temptation – within (Self) and without sinful people and the devil.

2. ATTITUDE TOWARD MY SIN – The Christian must recognize that he is responsible for his sins.  Personal accountability and responsibility.

a. GAL. 6:5 – We all individually bear the burden of our sin.

b. EZEK. 18:4, 20 –Man does not inherit sin we cannot pass the blame to someone else.  Mankind today wants to place all the blame for the problems of others on someone.  Transference of blame – its makes me feel better about my sin to be able to blame someone else for my problem.

c. ISA. 59:1-2 – The sin of the individual separates him from God.

d. DEUT. 1:34-39 – Man is not born a sinner.

e. MATT. 18:1-3 – Jesus said we must become as little children or we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, would he have said this if children were born with sin.

f. ROM. 6:16 – Man makes his own choice sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness.  We decide whom we will serve in this life.

g. PSA. 51:5 – Refers to conception not birth.

3. PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CHARACTERISTICS OF SIN – 

a. HEB. 3:13 – Sin is a deceitful force.  One drink will not hurt you; there is no harm in trying something once – drugs or sexual immorality.

b. HEB. 3:8 – Sin hardens the heart.  

c. 2 TIM. 3:13 – Sin has a progressive nature; living in sin does not get better it only gets worse.

d. HEB. 11:25 – Sin’s pleasures are only for a season.

e. ROM. 6:23 – Sin pays wages it is just lousy pay.

f. PHIL. 3:19 – Sin kills the sense of shame – How can people act, dress, and talk as they do?  The answer is easy sin kills the sense of shame it dulls the conscience.

CONCLUSION – What is your attitude toward sin?   Has it deceived you?  Are you getting more and more entangled in your sinful lifestyle?  You must remember that you and you alone will answer for your choices.  Why not choose today to put away sin from your life and follow Christ.

