ATTITUDE TOWARD TEACHING

JAMES 3:1-3 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The word of God makes it very clear that being a teacher is an awesome responsibility.  Not only do we have the responsibility of teaching the truth we have the responsibility of being the proper example – ROM. 2:21. It is of utmost importance that I have the proper attitude toward teaching and the example that I as a teacher set.  You might say well I do not teach so this lesson does not apply to me.  We need to have the proper attitude toward the role we play as teachers thru relationships we sustain – EPH. 6:4 – Bring them up, train them, and teach them!  We also need to have the proper attitude toward teaching others who are Christians – TITUS 2:1-10.
THE PROPER ATITUDE TOWARD TEACHING – WHAT KIND OF TEACHER DOES GOD DESIRE US TO BE?

1. TRUTHFUL – ATTITUDE

a. 1 TIM. 2:3-7 – God wants all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.  Can men be saved without having a knowledge of the truth?  The message from God is vitally important because God speaks only the truth.  Remember HEB. 2:18 – States “it is impossible for God to lie”

b. JN. 1:17 – Grace and truth come from Christ.

c. JN. 14:6 – Jesus says “I am the way the truth and the life…”

d. JN. 17:17 – We sanctified by the truth.

e. JN. 8:32 – The truth sets us free from sin.

f. MATT. 15:13-15 – Do not have the attitude it does not matter what I teach as long as I believe it is right and I am sincere

g. PROV. 14:12 – There is away that seems right unto man but look where it leads – to death.

2. BEAUTIFUL – ATTITUDE
a. 1 COR. 2:1-5 – Notice the beautiful attitude of the apostle Paul about teaching and preaching the truth.

b. ACTS 20:17-24 – The integrity and humility of the apostle Paul are seen very clearly.

c. EPH. 6:10-19 – Paul depended upon God daily as his shield against Satan.

d. PHIL. 3:13-20 – Do we have the attitude of Paul?  Are we a friend or enemy of the cross?

e. ROM. 10:15 – Quoted from ISA. 52:7 –With reference to Christ as the beautiful teacher who brings peace, good tidings and salvation.

3. FAITHFUL – ATTITUDE
a. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul told Timothy who was also a teacher to be an example – a godly one.

b. PHIL. 4:9 – Paul invited the brethren to follow his example and his teaching.  Heard – learned – seen in me.

c. 1 COR. 11:1 – We can only desire for others to follow our example if we are willing to follow Christ.  We have many in the world today who are glad to proclaim follow my teaching and me yet when examined by the scriptures they are not following Christ.

d. ROM. 10:1-3 – Paul desired for Israel to be saved so he endeavored to teach them the truth

e. ACTS 5:25, 42 – The Christians of the first century did not stop teaching even in the face of persecution.

f. JN. 17:1-8 – Jesus was faithful in doing the work of God.   He was indeed the faithful master teacher.

CONCLUSION – The results of teaching the powerful word of God will be simply amazing when a teacher “is and does” what God asks of him to do and be.  Jesus Christ taught 12 apostles and lost only one Judas Iscariot.  If we want wonderful results then we must have the proper attitude toward teaching.

