ATTITUDE TOWARD TEMPTATION (LEADS TO SIN)

JAMES 1:12-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In this lesson we want to study the proper attitude we as Christians should have toward temptation.  We must first understand that the word temptation carries with it a two fold meaning:  1) that which tries or tests or proves a person; 2) that which induces or entices a person to sin.  The scriptures use this word in both ways – GEN. 22:1 – Was God actually tempting Abraham in the sense of inducing him to sin?  No, he was proving or testing Abraham’s faith to see if he would truly follow God in all instances.  Notice what the Hebrew writer said about this same incident – HEB. 11:17 – By faith Abraham when he was tried offered up Isaac.  JAMES 1:2-3 – Should we count it joy when we are tempted to sin?  No, and most of us do not view temptation from that standpoint.  In this lesson we want to make it clear that we dealing with temptation that induces or entices a person to sin.

ATTITUDE TOWARD TEMPTATION:

1. THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION
a. TEMPTATION IS NOT OF GOD - 

i. JAMES 1:12-15 – As we have already noticed God may try or test his children as he did with Abraham but God does not induce us to sin

ii. ROM. 1:16 – God is using his power to save us from our sin.

b. TWO SOURCES - 

i. From within – JAMES 1:14 – “Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lusts and enticed.”
ii. From without – By sinful people  - PROV. 1:10 – By the tempter – MATT. 4:1
c. TEMPTATION ITSELF IS NOT SIN – 

i. HEB. 2:18; 4:15 – Jesus was tempted yet without sin. – 1 PET. 2:22- “Who did no sin neither was guile found in his mouth.”  
ii. When one yields to temptation, the yielding is sin. JAMES 1:13-15
2. WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED OR AFRAID WHEN IT COMES – 

a. TEMPTATION IS CERTAIN – 

i. MATT. 3:16 – 4:1 – Not under any circumstances, or environment, or condition are we exempt.  Not even our character or spiritual maturity exempts us from temptation.  Jesus was tempted shortly after the spirit descended upon him.

b. EXPECT MORE NOT LESS – 

i. LUKE 8:10-15 – The devil wants to overthrow God’s work and his children.

ii. Temptation does not end at conversion, but many times it increases.  I.E. – Job – JOB 1:1- “…was perfect and upright and one that feared God and eschewed evil.”
c. THREE AVENUES – 

i. Lust of the flesh – 1 JN. 2:16
ii. Lust of the eyes – 1 JN. 2:16
iii. Pride of life – 1 JN. 2:16
iv. Example – GEN. 3:6 – Sin entered the world thru these very lusts we are warned about by the inspired apostle John.

3. WE CAN HAVE VICTORY OVER TEMPTATION – 

a. GOD PROVIDES A WAY TO ESCAPE - 

i. 1 COR. 10:12-13 – God is faithful to provide this way out for us but do we always look for it.  We need to be able to recognize temptation.

ii. 2 PET. 2:9 – God knows how to deliver us out of temptation

b. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN BEING ABLE TO ESCAPE?
i. Preparation – PSA. 119:11 – “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.”
ii. Watchfulness and prayer – MATT. 26:40-41 – Did the disciples watch and pray?  No, what was the result?

iii. A strong purpose – DAN. 1:8
iv. Courage to fight – 1 TIM. 6:12
v. Courage to flee – 1 COR. 6:18 – “Flee fornication…” – GEN. 39:12 – Joseph fled from Potiphar’s wife.

CONCLUSION – Temptations area blessing to those who overcome them and a curse to those who yield – JAMES 1:12- “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation”  Paul said in 2 TIM. 4:7 – “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith;” - we are engaged in the same spiritual struggle Paul faced. How are we doing?  Do have the proper attitude toward temptation?  If not we will lose!

