ATTITUDE TOWARD THIS PRESENT WORLD

1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-10 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The scriptures vividly speak of this world and the relationship we are to have toward it as Christians.  We must come to a clear understanding of what the scriptures teach regarding this subject and develop the attitude toward this world in which we live that is in harmony with the truth.  The proper attitude toward any subject is based on truth.

THE TEACHING OF GOD’S WORD CONCERNING THIS PRESENT WORLD:

1. WE ARE IN THIS WORLD BUT NOT OF THIS WORLD – 

a. JN. 18:36 – Jesus was in this world but not of this world, his kingdom is spiritual.

b. LUKE 6:40 – As a Christian I must not be of this world also, the disciple is not above his master.

c. LUKE 16:13-15 – We have to make a choice we cannot serve God and mammon.  What is the emphasis of the present world in which we live?  What is highly esteemed among men?

d. MATT. 12:30 – If we choose the world we have committed treason we have turned our back on God.

e. 2 COR. 4:2-4 – Notice the end result of following after the world – unbelief – being lost.

2. CHRIST KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD – The kingdom of Christ is spiritual even though many Christians have an unquenchable craving to make it of this world.  Why is this the case?  The answer is simple the wrong attitude.

a. 1 TIM. 4:8 – Many desire to turn the church into a recreation department.  After all we are to exercise the body.  Many churches are now fully staffed and equipped with softball teams, basketball teams, and workout rooms the whole life approach to Christianity.

b. 1 COR. 11:20-22 – They had inappropriately turned the Lord’s Supper into a common meal – was Paul pleased with that?  NO – Yet we have many today who insist on bringing Banquet facilities and dining halls of the world into the church.

c. ACTS 4:32-34 – Those who want to engage in worldwide benevolence to cloth and feed the poor and hungry.  So they suggest we send money from the treasury of the Lord’s church to a manmade institution.  According to scripture this is clearly not what God intended for the church to do.

d. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth and when men want it to be something other than what God intended we have a problem with our attitude.  We are thinking the things of the world will work just as effectively in the church, yet we do not have the authority of Christ the head to use them.   What does Christ want us to use?

e. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel it and it alone has the power to save.  It is God’s drawing power.  

f. 1 COR. 1:10-13; 3:1-6 – People who have a worldly view of the church want to glorify men instead of God.

g. GAL. 1:10 – If our attitude is right whom do we seek to please God or man?  Men today are smart enough to know if you want to please the masses then present a worldly view of the church.  Do not talk about it being a spiritual institution bought by the blood of Christ.

3. THE PROPER ATTITUDE OF A CHRISTIAN TOWARD THE WORLD – What do you have to have to possess this type of attitude?  What does it consist of?

a. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We are not to love this present world and let’s just face it many Christians love the world more than they love God.  I.E. – Demas – 2 TIM. 4:10 – Why did Demas forsake Paul?  He loved this present world.  Why do so many who are Christians today become unfaithful?  Be honest, they love this present world.

b. JAMES 4:4 – We are not to be friends with the world.

c. TITUS 2:12 – We are to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.

d. ROM. 12:1-2 – We are not to be conformed to this world.

e. MARK 8:36-37 – Realizing that my soul is more important than the whole world.

f. MATT. 6:19-20 – Use the mammon of this world to lay up treasure in heaven.

g. LUKE 16:19-24 – Rich Man and Lazarus, who had the proper attitude toward the world? What did the rich man find out?  The scripture is true – 1 TIM. 6:7 – “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”
CONCLUSION – The wrong attitude toward this present world will warp our view of our spiritual condition – REV. 3:15-20.  This was the problem with the Christians at the church in Laodicea.  Notice what John told them they needed to do to correct this situation  - REPENT!  You have the same opportunity today.

