ATTITUDE

PROVERBS 23:7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The word attitude is not found in the bible so let’s define it Webster’s collegiate Dictionary gives the definition as “posture; position assumed to serve a purpose; as a threatening attitude.  Position or bearing indicating action, as a kindly attitude.”

We still might not fully understand exactly what attitudes are and how important they are to us in life.  Poem

ATTITUDE

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
It is more important that the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill.
The remarkable thing is - we have a choice every day of our lives regarding the attitude we embrace for that day.
We cannot change our past. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. 
The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.
I’m convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you.
We are in charge of our attitudes.  ~ Charles Swindoll ~

One of the finest compliments that can be paid to a person is to say that he or she has a good attitude.  Attitude is our disposition, outlook or approach that we toward any subject or principle.  A very simple definition is the condition of one’s mind.

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING FOR A CHRISTIAN:

1. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE – 

a. MATT. 5:3-12 – Can we truly be blessed (happy) in all these situations if we do not possess the proper attitude?

b. ACTS 2:36-37 – What does the word “heart” mean in this context?

c. MARK 16:15-16 – How is attitude involved? We either have the attitude of believing Jesus or a disbelieving attitude.  If our attitude is correct then we will follow all the instructions that Jesus gives to us thru his word.

d. JN. 4:23-24 – Do you see attitude in this passage in order to worship god effectively?

2. VALUE OF THE PROPER ATTITUDE – 

a. PROV. 4:23 – Attitudes govern our actions!

b. 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – Whether we accept or reject truth is dependent upon our attitude toward it.

c. REV. 3:14-22 – We can never experience the joy of all the spiritual blessings in Christ and his kingdom if we do not have the proper attitude.  I am convinced that most of the indifference, murmuring, and compromise in the church are the direct result of not having the proper attitude.

d. 1 COR. 10:5-12 – Example of Israel – What was the state of their attitude?

3. WHAT IS THE PROPER ATTITUDE?
a. JN. 8:31-32; 17:17; 14:6 – Nothing must be allowed to take precedence over the truth, the word of God.  I.E. – David – PSA. 119:30-32.

b. ACTS 5:29; GAL. 1:10 - We must always obey God first before family, government, or powerful men.  

c. 2 JN. 9-11 - If we do not have the proper attitude then we are in danger of losing our soul.

d. JN. 12:48; 2 PET. 1:3-4 - God will judge us by the standard his word, but he loved us enough to give us every instruction we need in order to live a life of godliness.

CONCLUSION – The proper attitude toward God and his word begins with the proper attitude toward self.  Sometimes we value our ideas, thoughts, opinions, too highly – ROM. 12:3 – Humility does affect our attitude and our attitude effects humility.  We need to have the correct attitude toward self so we can have the proper attitude toward God and his word.

Can you now see the importance of attitude?  How is your attitude?  The great truth about attitude is that we are the one who is in charge of our attitude, so if we want to change it we can do so, today!

