THE AUTHORIZED WORK OF THE LORD’S CHURCH

EPH. 4:11-12

INTRODUCTION – The last few weeks we have been studying about authority, who ahs it, do we need it, how the Bible teaches by way of command, example, and necessary inference.  We also discussed the 2 kinds of authority generic and specific, as well as the topic of aids and additions.

The fact of the matter is that we can only use Christ and his authoritative words as our source of authority. COL. 3:17
In this study we want to search the scriptures, ACTS 17:11 – And be noble minded enough to apply what they teach us concerning the work of the church.

WORK OF THE CHURCH – DIVIDED INTO 3 FIELDS

1) Evangelism – The proclaiming of the gospel – MATT. 28: 18-20

2) Edification – The building up of the body of Christ – EPH. 4:11-12

3) Benevolence – Taking care of needy saints (Christians) – 2 COR. 8:1-4

What is the responsibility of the Lord’s church in each of these areas – first let’s look at the area of:

1) EVANGELISM  - The proclaiming of the “good news.”  This is the most

 
important work of the church

– WHY ? – Preach this good news.

a. All have sinned – ROM. 3:9-10,23
b. This sin separates us from God – ISA. 59:1-2
c. Sin leaves us with no hope – EPH. 2:12
d. How then can man come into covenant relationship with God – ROM. 1:16-17 – Through obedience to the gospel, since it is the power of God to save man.

e. In order for this soul saving message to be proclaimed men must be sent- ROM. 10:13-15
f. We might ask how this is the work of the church – 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is the pillar and ground of the truth

g. It is the responsibility of the church uphold or put forth the truth – EPH. 3:10 – Through the church the manifold wisdom of God is displayed, and it is the work of the church to see that the gospel is proclaimed to those living in SIN.

- HOW ? – Does the church carry out its mission in the realm of evangelism.

a. PHIL. 1:3-5 – they shared in helping Paul preach the gospel, by their 

Support financially

b. How was it sent?  PHIL. 2:25; 4:18 – Epaphhroditus was the one who

Brought the means whereby they were supporting Paul and having fellowship in this ministry.

EXAMPLES OF HOW EVANGELIST WERE SUPPORTED – 

1. PHIL. 4:14-16 – One church may send support to an evangelist in another location.  The Phillipians did this while he was in Thessalonica.  This is authority for a congregation to send support to an evangelist in the field to proclaim the word of God.

2. ACTS 11:22-26 – One church may send support to more than one man working in the spreading of the gospel.  Barnabas joins Saul at Antioch, note ACTS 13:1-3 – This shows the church at Antioch sent out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel.

3. 2 COR. 11:8-9 – An evangelist may receive support from more than one congregation.  Paul took support from other churches, so that he might work with the church at Corinth.  These churches sent their money to the Apostle Paul directly – there is no middle man – no sponsoring church arrangement or man made institution such as the Missionary Society – The BIBLE teaches the churches sent directly to the man in the field.

God will not allow or accept a substitute in this age anymore than he did in times past – Nadab/Abihu  - LEV. 10:1-2 – Offered strange fire

Ark of the Covenant –  2 SAM. 6:7 – Moved on a cart

There is also an individual responsibility in the area of proclaiming the gospel – ACTS 8:4-5 – The 1st century Christians went everywhere teaching the word when the persecution arose.  Not only can we teach in a private capacity, I may help in a private capacity – GAL. 6:6 – As an individual Christian I may support a man in the field, but I should not rob the local congregation to do so.

2) EDIFICATION  -  The purpose of the church is not only to spread the 

gospel, but once people are converted to strive to build them up into solid mature Christians.  This building up of Christians in the most holy faith is the work of the church also.  EPH. 4: 11-15 – Christ gave these various offices so the body of Christ might be built up, so the saints might be perfected, or made mature.

Why is this so important ?  Because one can sin so as to be lost after they become a child of God – HEB. 3:12-14 – Take heed lest we fall away form the living God.  That is why we need to exhort one another so we will be steadfast to the end. - HEB. 10:23-26 – 

a. Elders play a key role in this responsibility as given to them in ACTS 20:28-32 – They are to make sure the word of God which is able to build us up is taught.  Only it can give us an inheritance among them which are sanctified.

b. We are to follow the elders as long as they follow the truth – HEB. 13: 7-9,17 – We must remember those who have the rule over us and respect their oversight

c. Elders oversight is limited – 1 PET. 5:2 – Local, elders are to tend the flock of God among them.  They are not authorized by the scriptures to assume the oversight of any other flocks other than the one among them.

d. In the flock which they have the oversight they are responsible for the teaching program – 2 TIM.2:2, HEB. 5:12-14
3) BENEVOLENCE – Another area in which the church has responsibility

 
is that of helping needy saints.

a. The church of the Lord should take care of its own – ACTS 4:32-

35 – The believers had all things in common, and distribution was

 made according to the need of the believers in the church at Jerusalem

b. ACTS 6:1-3 – When the widows among the saints were being

Neglected the church, took care of its own

c. Is it scriptural for more than one congregation to contribute to another

      if the need arises. – ROM. 15:25-26 – Other churches helped the poor 

      saints in Jerusalem, the pattern is to send to the elders and they make

      the distribution, for they know the need of the flock of God among

      them.

d. The church is only authorized to help poor saints – 2 COR.9:1-12

e. NOTE – The receiving church was always in need, but the need was caused by something beyond their control – Not some manufactured need caused by man or some man made program – no authority for this – Once the need is met there is no continued distribution of benevolent funds.

f. For one church to send money to another just to help get a building program off the ground – no authority

g. The church is also restricted in its benevolence program – 1 TIM. 5:16 -  This restricts the church, it just cannot any widow, they must meet 

the criteria laid out in God’s word.  2 THESS. 3:10 – If any will not

work , neither let him eat.  He is a needy saint, but it is because he is too lazy to work, and to help this person would be sin on our part.

There is also an individual responsibility in helping the needy – JAMES 1:26-27 – Clearly in context this is an individual responsibility – GAL. 6:10 – As individuals striving to faithfully serve God we should do good unto all men, but the church is simply to help needy saints.

CONCLUSION – What we have studied today is God’s authorized will for the work of the church.  This is not my plan. Mans wisdom cannot save you, only God’s.  It also God’s will for man to come into covenant relationship with God. You have the opportunity to do this today. – MATT. 11:28-30- 2 COR. 6:1-2 – Today is the day of salvation.

