THE SILENCE OF GOD

PSALMS 19:7-14

INTRODUCTION

David – PSALMS 19:7-14 – displays the correct and proper attitude we should have toward God’s word – David states for God to keep him from presumptuous sin.  

What should our attitude be toward the silence of the scriptures?  Does the silence of the scriptures on any given subject give us liberty as men to act?  What should we do regarding those things about which the Lord has not spoken?

Men have usually adopted two different attitudes toward the silence of the scriptures;

1) Where the Bible is silent, where God has not spoken, we are at liberty to act as we

 think best.  God’s silence is PERMISSIVE

a. Martin Luther, the great reformer, felt that we were at liberty to do

      anything not expressly forbidden.  He said, “we may do what the Bible

 does not forbid.”

b. If God does not say I can’t, then I can – specific – think of the volume

      of the Bible if this were true. 

2) Where the Bible is silent we must not act.  God’s silence is PROHIBITIVE

a. Thomas Campbell said in 1808,” Where the Bible speaks we speak; where the Bible is silent we are silent.”  This became the motto of the restoration movement.

b. Edward Stillingfleet in 1659 said, “For the church to require more than Christ himself did, or make the condition of her communion more than our Savior did for discipleship, is wholly unwarranted.” 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE SILENCE OF GOD – 

1) RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD – has always been required for man – PSA. 19:14 – David wanted the words of his mouth and the meditations of his heart to be acceptable in the sight of God – God has given us all things that pertain to life and Godliness – 2 PET. 1:3
a. It was required of the Jews – DUET. 4:1-2
b. It was required of the Gentiles under the “Patriarchal law” – NUM. 22:18; 24:13

c. Even a pagan king understood this principle – EZRA 7:21-23
d. It is required of us as Christians today – 2 JN.9-11
2) Doing all things according to the pattern necessarily implies that we must reject anything and everything that is not in the pattern – HEB. 8:5 – if a contractor cannot find something on a blueprint, what is he to do? NOTHING

3) Refusing to go beyond and substitute for God’s word necessary implies that we will reject anything and everything that is not authorized by the word of God – 1 COR. 4:6 – Don’t go beyond what is written – It does not matter that man thinks it is OK to use an instrument in the worship to God

a. EPH. 5:19 – Singing is specified – Specific authority excludes choice

b. COL. 3:16 – God specified the heart as our instrument of praise, we dare not use a different one 

4) Refusing to preach another gospel necessarily implies that we must not preach what God has not revealed – GAL. 1:9-12 

5) Speaking as the oracles of God necessary implies that we must not speak where God has been silent – 1 PET. 4:11 
6) Scriptures sanction not silence – 1COR. 2:6-13 – Paul told the Corinthians that  the Holy Spirit searched out the mind and revealed them to the apostles in words 

a. This does not mean that everything in the mind of God has been revealed to man by the Holy Spirit – DUET. 29:29
b. But it means everything that God wants man to know has been revealed, Just as we cannot read another persons mind, we cannot know the mind of God unless he tells us.

c. We cannot know what God wants by what he has not said, and we cannot know what pleases or displeases him by our own intuition – ISA. 55:8-9

d. We are not saying that everything that we do religiously must be specifically (specific command) mentioned  in the scriptures – remember generic authority  - God sometimes tells us what to do but not how or when or where to do it – MK. 16:15 – GO – How?
HOW GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE REACTED TOWARD THE SILENCE OF GOD

1) Notice the reaction of Moses when some who were ceremonially unclean came to him requesting to observe the Passover – NUM. 9:1-14 – Why can’t we ? 

a.   
     God had excluded those who were ceremonially unclean – NUM. 5:1-4
     Moses said, “stand still (stay ye) and I will hear what the Lord will 

                             command concerning you.”

c. Moses did nothing until he had consulted with the Lord.

d. Moses did not presume upon the silence of God or jump to a conclusion before or until God had spoken

e. He did not assume they could partake simply because God had not specifically forbidden it.

f. When God spoke he gave the Israelites special permission to observe the feast one month later – NUM. 9:10-12
2) The reaction of the Israelites when the son of an Israelitish woman 

            blasphemed the name of God – LEV. 24:10-12 – 

a. This was a case of partial knowledge, they knew that blasphemy was

sinful – EX. 20:7 – Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain,    but they did not know the punishment for it.

b. How did they react to God’s silence? They put him in ward until they

 
could inquire of the Lord

c. They did not presume to act upon God’s silence

3) The reaction of the Israelites when they found a man picking up sticks on the

Sabbath – NUM. 15: 32-36 – 

a. Again this is a case of partial knowledge – EX. 20:8 -  They knew violating the Sabbath was sinful they did not know the punishment for it 

b. How did they react – they put the Sabbath-violater in ward until they could inquire of the Lord

c. They did not presume to act upon God’s silence

4) The apostles reaction to the Judaizers –ACTS 15:24 – 

a. Some went out from the church in Jerusalem teaching that Gentile

 
converts had to be circumcised and keep the law of Moses – ACTS 15:1
b. This controversy caused considerable trouble in the churches – so Paul

and Barnabas and certain others went to Jerusalem to inquire concerning the matter

c. The letter indicates the attitude of the apostles toward those who would

 
presume to act without authority

d. Since no instruction had been given the teachers had no right to speak

      5)
     God said nothing about priests coming form the tribe of Judah – HEB. 7:14
a. Could Jesus be a priest after the order of Aaron and the tribe of Levi – 

NUM. 3:10
b. Jesus could not be a priest on earth – HEB. 8:4
c. Therefore Jesus became a priest after the order of Melchisedec – HEB.7:11-12

HOW GOD REACTED TO THOSE WHO DID NOT LISTEN TO HIS SILENCE

1) Nadab and Abihu operated in the realm of no commandments – LEV. 10:1-2 – Remember what happened to them

a. God had instructed the Israelites to get their fire from the altar of burnt offering – LEV. 16:12
b. He had not specifically condemned fire from any other place, but he had not commanded it

      2)        God’s attitude toward David transporting the ark of the

covenant on an ox cart – 2 SAM. 6:1-11
a. The law had specified the Levites were to carry the

 
furniture of the tabernacle upon their shoulders

b. God had specified the way the ark was to be carried, He

 
was silent about transporting the ark in any other way

CONCLUSION – The silence of God is prohibitive, not permissive.  This should not surprise us because we recognize that it is prohibitive in all other areas of life as well – Example – I didn’t order that – Steak -  they bring seafood – and the waiter replys

