UNDERSTANDING DIVINE AUTHORITY

Eph. 5:15-17

INTRODUCTION – Are we able to understand divine authority?  Is this possible – EPH. 5:15-17 – Paul clearly tells the brethren at Ephesus we can understand what the will of the Lord is.

JN. 8:31-32 – We can reach an accurate understanding of truth, we can know the truth and continue in it.

PSA. 119:104 – Knowing truth allows us to recognize false doctrine, we must learn to hate every false way.

COL. 1:9-11 – Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, we do that by obeying his will and being fruitful in every good work he has authorized us to do – By walking worthily we increase in the knowledge of the Lord.

HOW AND WHY WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND DIVINE AUTHORITY

HOW? - 2 TIM. 2:15 – This is the key to the answer, God commands us to study, in order to show ourselves approved unto God – This is the key to divine approval

WHY? – That we should be workers, doing that which God approves of, if we are not engaged in this work we should be ashamed.  God says we have the ability to “rightly divide”  the word of truth.

THE BIBLE TEACHES IN THREE WAYS

1) DIRECT COMMMAND / STATEMENT/ PRECEPT – This is a direct statement of something that must be done or must not be done.  It is the direct orders of the captain of our salvation or his apostles

Let’s note some examples which illustrate the way commands are expressed:

A. MATT.4:10-11 – He gave Satan orders and he obeyed – Lesson for us –OBEY

B.  JN. 4: 23-24 – True worshippers worship God in Spirit and in truth

B. COL. 3:1-2 – We are instructed to set our affections on things above

2) APPROVED EXAMPLE – By this we mean the practice of the people of God in

the N.T. under the guidance of the apostles.  This is sometimes called approved apostolic examples.  We call it approved because it meets God’s approval not ours 

Numerous examples which do not meet his approval:

A. GAL. 2:11-13 – This did not meet God’s approval

B. 1 COR. 5:1-13 – This did not meet with God’s approval

C. 1 COR. 11:20-22 – This did not meet with God’s approval

The apostles taught the churches what they received of the Lord – 1 COR.4:16-17, PHIL.4:9
Let’s look at some approved examples:
A. Must have more than one elder to oversee a congregation – ACTS 14:23, 

ACTS 20:28, PHIL. 1:1, 1 PET. 5:1-4
B. Assembling on the 1st day of the week – ACTS 20:7
C. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week – ACTS 20:7
3) NECESSARY INFERENCE/IMPLICATION/CONCLUSION
This is something that is neither expressly stated nor specifically exemplified yet it is necessarily implied or inferred by the import or clear language used.  

A.  ACTS 8:35-38 – Philip baptizing the eunuch implies – Preach Jesus/ Preach

      Baptism.  Infers baptism is immersion – going down, coming up and out

      Philip baptized the eunuch, not the eunuch baptizing Philip

B. Infant Baptism – From the word household – ACTS 16:15,33  

ILLUSTRATION OF BIBLE TEACHING USING THE LORD’S SUPPER AS AN EXAMPLE

No single command gives all the details regarding the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week.  We must study everything God’s word has to say on a subject.  The sum of God’s word is truth. – PSA. 119:160

We do not want to do more or less than God’s word has authorized – DUET. 4:2, REV. 22:18-19 – God’s warnings are clear

A. COMMAND – LUKE 22:19, 1 COR. 11:25 – “This do in remembrance of 

me” 
B. APPROVED EXAMPLE – For the time of its observance – ACTS 20:7 –

“And on the first day of the week when the disciples came together to break bread”
C. NECESSARY INFERENCE – The frequency of its observance – ACTS 20:7
· We can infer the first day of every week, you might ask, How?

1. EX. 20: 8 – To remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy- How often did they keep the Sabbath Holy?

2. If an observance was yearly the month / day were given – The day of Atonement – 10th day 7th month – LEV. 23:27 

3. Observance was monthly – the day of the month is given – the first day of the Jewish months – NUM. 10:10
4. If the observance was to be weekly the day of the week is given – EX. 20:8, ACTS 20:7, 1 COR. 16:1-2
4) The controversy of the Gentiles and the Law of Moses was settled by the use of these 

     three methods – ACTS 15 – 

The question vs. 5 poses is it necessary to keep the law of Moses (circumcision)?  Observe how they reached their conclusion.

A. NECESSARY INFERENCES – 

1. Peter drew many inferences from the things that occurred – ACTS 10:17,28,34,47 :  ACTS 11:17-18

2. PETER concluded that God made no distinction between Jews and Gentiles – ACTS 15:7-9

3. James drew the same conclusion – ACTS 15:19

4. No inference could be drawn that the Gentiles must keep the law.  Such a conclusion would have been a forced one – Acts 15:24

B. APPROVE EXAMPLES – 

1. Peter – God gave the Holy Spirit, even as he did to the Jews – ACTS 

15:8



2.  Barnabas and Paul – We labored among the Gentiles and God did signs

     and wonders – ACTS 15:12, 14:1-3
2. These examples showed that God had accepted the Gentiles w/o 

obedience to the law of Moses

C. DIRECT PRECEPT FROM GOD – 

1.  ACTS 15:7 – Peter was commanded to go to the Gentiles, to the house

     of Cornelius

2. ACTS 15:15 – James cited the words of the prophet

3. God did not tell the Gentiles to keep the law of Moses – ACTS 15:25-31

a. it solved the problem

b. it brought unity

CONCLUSION – If we want to be pleasing to God this is the same method we must use today in determining what God wants us to do.


Our plea is for religious unity based on the authoritative word of God.

JESUS CHRIST COMMANDS US TO;

JN. 8:24 – Believe

LUKE 13:3 – Repent

MATT. 10:32-33 – Confess

MARK 16:15-16 – Baptized – to become a Christian

REV. 2:10 – Be thou faithful unto death

