AUTHORITY – WHO HAS IT?
PSALMS 139:17 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The psalmist declares the thoughts of God are precious to him.  It is easy to see in the religious world today that is just not so.  The thoughts of God obviously are not as precious to us today because we have thousands of denominations or religious groups with diverse thoughts and views as to how we can please God.  Yet there still remains but one way to please God it always has been and always will be true – HEB. 11:6 – Without faith it is impossible to please God   That faith by which we please God must be based on a standard of authority, which is the word of God – ROM. 10:17.  If you want to learn to play golf you will need to obtain a golf rule book as it is the standard of authority.  If we desire to know about authority and who has it we must take note of what the Bible has to say.
The purpose of the lesson today is to understand who has authority.

AUTHORITY – WHO HAS IT?

I. GOD OR MAN? – Authority either resides in God or man.  How do we determine who has this authority?  Look in the book!!!

A. ISA. 55:8-9 – God says our thoughts cannot begin to compare with his thoughts they are not on the same plane.

B. JER. 10:23 – Jeremiah another great prophet of God simply states the way of man is not in himself it is not in man to direct his steps.  God is clearly making the point we need help when it comes to decision making.

C. GAL. 1:10-12 – The example of the apostle Paul even though we has a scholar of his day his thoughts did not have priority over God’s revealed will.  Paul realized it was God who has the power.

D. EX. 9:13-16 – God told Pharaoh thru Moses the very reason he raised him up was to show him his power.
E. JN. 19:10-11 – Pilate thought he was the one with the authority but Jesus plainly tells him you would have no authority over me unless it was granted to you by God.  All things that happen God either cause or allows to take place.

F. HEB. 12:18-21 – Notice the voice of God was so authoritative that the people did not want to hear him and they feared him and it caused Moses to tremble.

G. MATT. 17:1-6 – Today we need to have the same fear and reverence for God’s voice. The disciples were terrified when they heard the voice of God.  The Bible is the authoritative voice of God for us today!!!
H. 1 PETER 4:11 – If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God.  We need to go back to the plea for book, chapter, and verse for authority in everything we do.  

Why does God have authority and not man?  Because authority comes from the one who originates or creates and therefore he has the right to exercise power.  I.E. – Inventor with a patent for his invention.  Two types of authority – internal or external

II. INTERNAL – Something from within, from inside, human in origin.  Examples of internal authority given to us in the Bible.
A. 1 KINGS 12:28-33 – Where did Jereboam get his authority to do these things?

B. ACTS 26:9-11 – Where did Paul get the authority to persecute Christians?  It did not come from God but rather from within himself.

C. 3 JN 9-11 – Diotrephes liked to put himself first and did not acknowledge the authority of the authority of the apostles.

D. MATT. 15:1-9 – When internal authority is used it can often times bind things not bound by God.  Those who are guided by internal authority can bind tradition.  Binding any tradition of man can cause our service to God to be in vain.

E. MATT. 7:21-23 – We can be very religious people and our service to God can still be in vain.  Look at the examples of the scribes and Pharisees.  Notice what they thought about their religious works.

F. GAL. 1:6-9 – Some very zealous religious groups today claim to have received divine revelation separate and apart from the word of God – Mohammed for the Islamic faith – Joseph Smith – for the Mormon faith and even the Pope claims to be able to speak”ex-cathedra”  Notice that God’s word condemns such teaching.

G. 1 COR. 4:6 – We are to place no man’s teaching above or before God!!! 

III. EXTERNAL - Authority that is derived outside of man and comes from God.  This type of authority only comes from God and to those whom he delegates authority.  Let’s notice the scriptural chain of command.
A. JN. 14:28-31 – God the Father.  Jesus says he submitted to the will of God by obeying his commands.

B. MATT. 28:18-20 – After the resurrection of Christ this statement was made by him that “all authority has given unto me in heaven and earth”

C. JN. 15:26-27; 16:12-15 – Christ promised the comforter the Holy Spirit to the apostles.

D. ACTS 1:2-8 – This promise was only made to the apostles

E. ACTS 1:26-2:8 – The truth that began to be revealed on Pentecost by the apostles  was recorded by inspired men in written form and that record of the truth is our Bible.

F. 1 THESS. 2:13 – It is not the word of men but it is indeed the word of God.

G. 2 THESS. 2:15 – The written word carries just as much weight as the spoken word and that is why the Bible is all sufficient for us today. Remember how the Israelites feared to hear the voice of God.

CONCLUSION – 

Our plea today is for all men everywhere to return to God’s word and follow its instructions.

Let’s endeavor to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where it is silent!!! 
God’s word is all sufficient for us today it can meet all our spiritual needs thru the souls saving message of the gospel.  Will you obey Jesus today?
