AUTHORITY – A BIBLICAL STUDY
MATTHEW 28:18 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In the world we live in we understand the principles of authority.  We understand the authority of the law, school board, and in this area we understand the authority of rank in the military.  

Jesus said, MATT. 28:18 - And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.   

When Jesus states the has all authority in heaven and earth we know he has a lot of it but what exactly is authority – EXOUSIA – “It is lawful; leave or permission, or liberty of doing as one pleases, it is passed to that of the ability or strength which one is endued, the right to exercise power. The one who has authority their will and command must be obeyed.”
Thayer defines authority as: 

Power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases, leave or permission.

The ability or strength with which one is endued, he either possesses or exercises.

The power of authority and of right.

The power of rule or government.

Remember the authority of Jesus was questioned by those of his day – MATT. 21:23 -  Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?" 

There can only be two sources of AUTHORITY – 

Heaven – Divine authority 

Human – from men.  

1. HOW IS THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST EXPRESSED?
a. General – Go – MARK16:15
b. Specific – The gospel – MARK 16:16
2. THREE WAYS – then 
a. Direct statement – LUKE 22:19-20 – “This do in remembrance of me.”

b. Approved example – ACTS 20:7 – “The first day of the week when the disciples cam e together to break bread.”

c. Necessary Inference – 1 COR. 11:23-30 – We can infer they gathered together to break bread on the first day of the week

3. WHAT IS COMMANDED?
a. ACTS 15:7-11

b. Gifts to the Gentiles – Necessary Inference

c. Preaching to the Gentiles – Approved example

d. Known by God – Direct statement

e. Law of Moses – ACTS 15:24 – In regard to circumcision they said they gave no such commandment

4. SILENCE OF GOD – LIBERTY OR PROHIBITIVE?
a. Where does the Bible forbid such actions?

· Baptize infants

· Celebrate Easter and X-mas?

· Why not use instrumental music?

· What is the motivation?



Liberty to act in a broader range



Where will it end?



How could anything be forbidden?



Who will draw the line?  



Only two ways to go – Silence/liberty or silence/prohibits

5. NEW TESTAMENT – 

a. 1 PET. 4:11 – Speak as the oracles of God

b. 1 COR. 4:6 – Do not go beyond what is written.

c. 2 JN. 9-11 – Lose fellowship with the Father and the Son
6. SILENCE TWO APPROACHES – 

a. Luther – we may do what the Bible does not forbid

b. Zwingli – what the Bible does not say we cannot do

c. Examples – GEN. 6:14 Gopher wood; HEB. 7:14 –Tribe of Levi; ACTS 2:38 – Action of immersion; EPH. 5:19 – Sing

d. Aids / additions - chart

7. AUTHORITY AS SAVIOR – 

a. Perfect and only savior – ACTS 4:12; ROM. 5:8-10
b. Submission to Him – MATT. 28:18-20
c. Pillar and ground of the truth – 1 TIM. 3:15
d. Head over all things to the church – EPH. 1:22-23
e. Will deliver kingdom back to God – 1 COR. 15:24
8. FALSE STANDARDS OF AUTHORITY – 

a. Doctrines and practices of the Old law

· COL. 2:14-16

· EPH. 2:14-16

· GAL. 3:23-25

· HEB. 7:12, 8:13

b. Examples of Old Law

· Tithing

· Sabbath keeping

· Feast days

· Infant membership

· Instrumental music

c. What the preacher says

· Called by the Lord

· Pastoring system

· MATT. 15:14
· 1 COR. 2:4-5

· 2 TIM. 4:1-2

d. Creeds of men – 

· Manual

· Discipline 

· Prayer book

· Doctrines and procedures

· MATT. 15:8-9

· COL. 3:17

e. It does good therefore it must be right – 

· End justifies the means

· Human standard of judgment

· ISA. 5:20
· ROM. 3:8

· 1 COR. 6:12 - Is it lawful?

f. Really what about?
· David and his cart – 2 SAM. 6:1-11
· Uzziah in the temple – 2 CHRON. 26:16-20
· Nadab and Abihu – LEV. 10:1-2
· Mechanical instruments

· Hamburger & coke on the Lord’s table

g. Some think today??????????

· Chili suppers 

· Ice cream social
· Pancake breakfast

· Car washes and bake sales

· Sponsoring bowling, basketball, and softball teams

· All this is OK as long as the money goes to support preachers

· WHAT DO YOU THINK??????????

h.  Great men of the past favor our plan or practice – 

· Religious leaders of the past

· GAL. 1:10

i. Desires of a local congregation –

· Work by majority vote

· Democratic

· EX. 32:1-6 – The people wanted gods before them

· 1 SAM. 8:5-19 – Israel wanted a king

· 1 SAM. 15:13-24 – King Saul kept the best

· What if “desires” are wrong???????????
j. Other religions are doing it – 

· Numbers are being added

· Physical prosperity

· Big buildings

· Social gospel

· Entertainment

· Feeling of community

i. I had rather do wrong than do nothing – 

· Bible things in Bible ways

· Call Bible things by Bible names

· Lesser of two evils

· Assumption- there are only two choices

· Why not follow the pattern in the God’s book?

· 1 THESS. 5:21-22

9. AUTHORITY OF CHRIST IN THE LOCAL CHURCH
a. Authority over work and mission
· Preach the gospel – 1 TIM. 3:15
· Worship of God – Edify the saints – 1 COR. 14:26
· Benevolence of needy saints – ACTS 11:27-30
b. Authority over worship
· Lord’s supper – ACTS 20:7
· Giving – 1 COR. 16:2
· Prayer – ACTS 2:42
· Teach God’s word – ACTS 2:42; 2 TIM. 4:2
· Sing – EPH. 5:19
c. Authority over organization
· Elders, bishops, pastors, overseers, shepherds – ACTS 14:23,  1 PET. 5:1-4
· Deacons – 1 TIM. 3:8-11
· Evangelist – preacher – EPH. 4:11
· Saints – PHIL. 1:1

· Women no leadership role – 1 TIM. 2:12 

· Autonomous – each congregation – ACTS 14:23
· No earthly headquarters – COL. 3:2
CONCLUSION – 
HOW DO YOU VIEW THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST?  
IS IT IMPORTANT IN REGARD TO THE WORK, MISSION, AND ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH?
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCE OF ACTING W/O AUTHORITY?

