AUTHORITY – ACTS 15
INTRODUCTION – God expected His chosen people Israel to follow His revealed pattern when they built the tabernacle. He gave Moses elaborate, detailed instructions for its construction (Exodus 25-27). An overriding reason for Israel to follow God’s pattern for the tabernacle was that God would there dwell among them (Exodus 25:8). 

"And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 9According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it...And see that thou make them after the pattern, which hath been showed thee in the mount." (Exodus 25:8,9,40) 

God wanted the tabernacle, which was a "copy and shadow of the heavenly things"(Hebrews 8:5) to be built according to His revealed pattern. How much more then, must God be interested in seeing "the heavenly things" (the church, Hebrews 8:2,5; 3:6; 10:21) conform to the pattern He provided for it. God dwells with us in His church. "Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit." {Ephesians 2:19-22} 

More and more, people who should have been taught the importance of Bible authority do not have the faintest idea what a Bible pattern is or how it should be used. As a result, division, confusion, and human doctrines are infiltrating the church and destroying souls. Basically, God’s pattern on any subject is everything He revealed about that subject. Read the above passages about the tabernacle. Notice that God "showed" the pattern He wanted them to follow. God’s revelation, then, is His pattern (Psalm 119:160; 2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:3). 

To properly use a pattern, one must identify the pattern. God revealed His pattern for our conduct in three ways--direct commands, approved examples, and necessary implications. These simple tools enable us to ascertain, and then obey, God’s patterns for such things as the work, the plan of salvation, the worship and organization of the church, and morality. Are these patterns the right tools for us to use to establish Bible Authority - a thus saith the Lord. *** In the Lord’s church today, many are talking and promoting "no patternism." Clearly, those who arrive at these conclusions have never studied the Exodus teaching concerning the structure of the tabernacle. 

There is much confusion over the subject of authority in religion.  This was the case even in the times of Jesus. During the last week of Jesus’ life He entered the temple and dealt with the RELIGIOUS CORRUPTION that existed...

MATT. 21:12 – And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves.
The religious leaders challenged Jesus, asking Him by what AUTHORITY He did these things.
MATT. 21:23 – And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and  the  elders  of  the  people  came unto  him  as  he  was  teaching,  and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?
Their question is important because it shows they understood THE NEED FOR AUTHORITY in religious matters.

We understand THE NEED FOR AUTHORITY in almost every realm.

Without some STANDARD to which all are held accountable, our society would disintegrate into anarchy.

By using the STANDARD we can understand that ...

Twelve inches equal one foot.
Four quarts are equivalent to one gallon.
One mile is equivalent to 5,280 feet.
With out these and many other STANDARDS, there would be injustice and abuse.

When differences develop, there must be some objective STANDARD OF AUTHORITY to which we can appeal for resolution.

It is the same with religious matters.  When differences arise there must be some source of AUTHORITY to which we can turn.
That source of authority is THE BIBLE ...

2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17. That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
2 PET. 1:3 – According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
THE BIBLE is the ONLY source of authority in religious matters!

When the religious leaders challenged Jesus AUTHORITY, He replied ...

MATT.  21:25 – The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?
This is important, because all religious practices receive their AUTHORITY from ONE of TWO SOURCES ...

Either a practice is taught in the Bible and is FROM GOD, or it is not and is  FROM MEN.

If our purpose is to please God, we must have HEAVEN‘S AUTHORITY for all we SAY and DO.

But how do we determine whether or not a religious teaching or practice has HEAVEN’S AUTHORITY behind it?

God has given us a way to settle religious differences and to able to determine what has HEAVEN’S AUTHORITY ...  ACTS 15:1-19
1. THE PROBLEM – ACTS 15:1-5 - And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.  2. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.  3. And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.  4. And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.  5. But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.
A. This chapter reveals the underling prejudices that existed between the Jewish and Gentile Christians ... It seems that certain Jewish Christians, of the sect of the Pharisees in particular, had only tolerated the earlier conversion of the Gentile household of Cornelius as an isolated incident ... (ACTS 10:1-48).
B. When the first characteristically Gentile church was established in Antioch of Syria, these Jewish Christians had become more resistant ... (ACTS 11:19-26).
C. But when Paul and Barnabas, on the first missionary journey, made the first deliberate effort to convert these uncircumcised pagans, the Judaizers demanded that the Gentiles submit to circumcision and the Law of Moses as a condition of salvation and fellowship with the Jews ... (ACTS 13-14).  
D. These demands caused serious problems. Especially since these teachers came from Jerusalem and obviously claimed the sanction of the apostles and elders there, Paul, Barnabas, and certain others went there to DISCUSS THE ISSUE ...

E. This conference was not LEGISLATIVE in nature.  

F. Its purpose was to discuss what God had already REVEALED about the subject. 

G. But, how did they DETERMINE what God had said on the subject.  How did they settle the issues of difference between them.

H. After much debate, the issue was settled by THREE SPEECHES ...
2. THE FIRST SPEECH - ACTS 15:6-11 - And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.  7. And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.  8. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;  9. And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  11. But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.
A. PETER appeals to the conversion of Cornelius and his household as EVIDENCE that circumcision and keeping the Law of Moses was not to be bound upon the GENTILES.  It is interesting to note how Peter came to realize that the gospel was for the GENTILES.  It actually occurred through a series of four supernatural EVENTS ...
.  

         
a. The vision of the angel to Cornelius ... ACTS 10:3-8.
b. The vision of Peter ... ACTS 10:9-16.
c. The Spirit spoke telling him to go with Cornelius' messengers ...   ACTS 10:19-20.
d. The giving of the Holy Spirit ... ACTS 10:44-45
B. No explicit, DIRECT COMMAND was ever given to Peter to preach to Cornelius.
C. Instead, he NECESSARILY INFERRED that it was God's plan for him to preach to the Gentiles ...

D. ACTS 10:28 – And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.
E. ACTS 10:34-35 – Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  35. But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.
F. ACTS 10:47-48 – Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  48. And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
G. ACTS 11:15-18 – And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.  16. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  17. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?  18. When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.
H. Notice Peter's line of argumentation as he answers ... (ACTS 15:7-11).

a. God had given them the same gospel ... Verse 7.
b. God had given them the same Spirit ... Verse 8.

c. God had given them the same cleansing ... Verse 9.

d. Why place the unbearable yoke of the Law upon them ... Verses 10-11.

e. PETER helped resolve the issue of whether or not the Gentiles were to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses by necessary inference.
3. THE SECOND SPEECH – ACTS 15:12 - Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.
A. Since Luke only summarizes PAUL & BARNABAS’ SPEECH, a review of the first missionary journey is in order.
B. They left from Antioch to Selucia before going on to Cyprus - ACTS 13:1-3
C.  They began by preaching in the Jewish synagogues of Cyprus – ACTS 13:4-5
D. However, a turning point was reached at Paphos, with the conversion of Sergius Paulus, a Roman proconsul - ACTS 13:6-12 - Note: His conversion was accompanied by the first recorded miracle of the journey ..
E. Passing through Perga and on into Antioch of Pisidia, Paul proclaimes God's redemptive plan: salvation through Christ and freedom from the bondage of the Law - ACTS 13:38-39
F. The Jews were enraged and began to blaspheme, so Paul and Barnabas turned to the Gentiles - ACTS 13:45-48
G. In Iconium the Jews stirred the Gentiles against them, but they continued to preach boldly  - ACTS 14:1-5
H. In Lystra, the work began with a notable miracle - ACTS 14:8-10
I. This was followed by a sermon entirely adapted to pagan minds, which was the first thoroughly Gentile sermon recorded in Acts - ACTS 14:14-18
J. Paul having been stoned at Lystra, departs with Barnabas for Derbe -ACTS 14:20
K. They return the same way back to Antioch of Pisidia, conforming the churches and appointing elders  in every city - ACTS 14:21-23
L. They then made their way on down to the coast preaching and teaching and then sailed for home - ACTS 14:26
M. These great deeds were rehearsed in the churches ...

N. The church in Antioch - ACTS 14:27
O. Phoenicia and Samaria  - ACTS 15:3
P. Finally, in Jerusalem - ACTS 15:12 - Note: In Jerusalem Paul & Barnabas emphasized WHAT THEY DID as APPROVED BY GOD evidenced by the SIGNS AND WONDERS!  PAUL & BARNABAS helped resolve the issue of whether or not the Gentiles were to be circumcised and keep the Law Moses by – Apostolic Example
4. THE THIRD SPEECH – ACTS 15:13-19 - And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me:  14. Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.  15. And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  16. After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  17. That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.  18. Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.  19. Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God:
A. James recognized that the preaching to the Gentiles was a fulfillment of the OLD TESTAMENT scriptures 

B. AMOS 9:11-12 – In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:  12: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.
C. Whereas Peter had appealed to a NECESSARY INFERENCE, and Paul to an APOSTOLIC EXAMPLE, James appeals to a – Direct Statement
5. THE APPLICATION – 

A. INFANT BAPTISM – ACTS 8:12
B. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC – EPH. 5:19
C. CHURCH SPONSPERED RECREATION – 1 COR. 11:22
D. REVEREND – MATT. 23:9; PSA. 111:9
E. SPRINKLING – ACTS 8:36-38
F. NAMES GIVEN BY MEN – ACTS 11:26
G. LORD’S SUPPER – ACTS 20:7
H. FOOT WASHING – I.E. of humility not church ordinance
I. TITHING – 1 CR. 16:2; 2 COR. 9:6-7
J. WOMEN PREACHERS – 1 TIM. 2:11-12
CONCLUSION - Through DIRECT STATEMENT, APPROVED EXAMPLE, and NECESSARY IMPLICATION, they arrived at an understanding of the will of God ...

ACTS 15:24 – Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment
If there at any time arises an issue between us, WE MUST 

DETERMINE the mind of God in the matter by using the very same PRINCIPLES that they did in the Bible.

SUBMIT ourselves to that authority and be UNIFIED on what the Scripture teaches!

If you are outside of Christ or living in sin, it is TIME THAT YOU ALSO SUBMIT TO HIM – OBEY THE GOSPEL.
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