AUTHORITY – DO WE NEED IT?

MATT. 15:1-9

INTRODUCTION – Men recognize a need for authority in the home, school, military and even in our government.  Then why should it be hard for us to understand that authority is needed in matters of faith?   MATT. 15:1-9 

DEFINITION – authority – one that originates or creates something; natural power or influence which an author has over that which he has created, the right to exercise power to act with authority simply means that one has jurisdiction or that he acts by the order or instructions of one who has the legal or rightful power – I.E. – sheriff stop in the name of the law

In our last lesson we studied about authority and who has it.  We learned God is all-powerful and has all authority in the religious realm.  We also learned that his will is revealed to us thru his word – the Holy Scriptures – 1 PET. 4:11 – “If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God”  

Many people today seem to have the attitude “ Well I know the scriptures authorize this “BUT” the truth seems so narrow and so restrictive surely a loving God would accept me if I just changed a few things, in his word.  So now we fast forward to the 21st century and everyone is doing his own thing religiously in his own way – 2000 denominations – JN. 14:6 – “I am the way ,the truth, and the life”  - not 2000 ways, 2000 truths.  These people do not realize that God’s laws are designed to benefit man when he obeys and can be very detrimental to man if he disobeys.

1) WHY IS AUTHORITY NECESSARY?

How are you to distinguish between what is true or false without a standard of authority.

Only by having a standard of authority and knowing it can we recognize false teaching – ACTS 15:1-2 – Where did they get the authority for their teaching. But the N.T. teaches –EPH. 2:12-16 – this middle wall of partition was broken down

What was the affect of false teaching? – It wrought division, verses 1-2 and it subverted their souls – ACTS 15:22-24 – the problem in a nut shell was they were trying to force them to keep a commandment for which there was no authority.
ACTS 15: 28-30 – The Holy Spirit revealed the divine solution

I.E. – How does false doctrine come into being? -1 COR. 1:10-16 – By men deciding to follow after men instead of Christ.  Most division comes about as a result of men not respecting the scriptures and their silence – 1 COR.4: 6 – Do not follow men above that which is written.  

We need to have the same mind in Christ – ROM. 15:5-6 – God wants unity among his people be it must be unity on the basis of truth.

MATT. 7:21-29 – People thought they could act without the authority and God would be pleased, notice the observation of the people at the end of his sermon on the mount that he taught as one having authority. How did they reach the conclusion that they were pleasing to God?  By listening to man – O man you are just hassling me, can’t I just do my own thing religiously? – I.E. – ACTS 19:13-16 – the Jewish exorcists did not have authority to cast out spirits and look what happened to them.

Notice the destination of people who do works w/o authority – MATT. 13:40-42
2) IS THERE A NEED FOR AUTHORITY?
If we act w/o authority we do so w/o God’s approval and by doing so we do not have fellowship with God – 2 JN. Vs. 9-11 - Give me book, chapter, and verse.

The need for divine authority is illustrated in many O.T. examples – ROM. 15:4 – “ For whatsoever things were written afore time were written for our learning, that we thru patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope”
A. CAIN / ABEL – GEN.4: 1-5 – Abel acted with the authority from God and that is why his offering was acceptable – HEB. 11:4 – Abel by faith offered a more excellent sacrifice – ROM. 10:17 – So God had given them instructions in regard to the type of sacrifice to offer.

Cain rejected that which God commanded and substituted his own will – Application – Instrumental music – COL. 3:16, EPH. 5:19 – there is no example in the N.T. or verse to be found that authorizes anything other than singing.

B. NADAB / ABIHU – LEV. 10:1-2 - They acted w/o authority from

God when they offered strange fire.  This fire was different than the one God commanded – LEV. 16:12 –

God thinks we offer strange worship if we do not partake of the Lord’s Supper – ACTS 20:7 – Remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy.

C. UZZIAH – He acted w/o authority in wanting to burn incense.

Burning incense was a good work and one authorized by God for the   priest to perform, not Uzziah – 2 CHRON. 26:16-20 – EX. 30:1-10

Where do our brethren find the authority for the work of the church being accomplished through an institution God did not authorize to do this work – EPH. 4:11-16, ACTS 20:28 – The Lord purchased the church with his blood

D. SAUL - King Saul did not follow the instructions of the Lord

completely – 1 SAM. 15:1-22 – We should have the same attitude Samuel had toward obeying the voice of God

Denominational world will tell us that we can be saved by – Hearing, Believing, Repenting, and confessing our faith in Christ - Baptism.? – MK. 16:15-16, 1 PET. 3:21, ACTS 10:48, ACTS 22:16

3) WHAT IS MY ATTITUDE TOWARD AUTHORITY?

A. NOAH – GEN. 6:14-22 – COL. 3:17 – I have to decide whether I am going to do God’s will or not – ROM. 14:23 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin”
B. SALVATION IS IN CHRIST – ACTS 4:12 – Don’t you want to be in Christ today, you can you must submit your will to Christ –GAL. 3: 26-27 

